Task 1: Essential Academic and Employment Skills (Cybersecurity)
Written Summary (approx. 250 words)
Cybersecurity is a rapidly evolving industry that demands a diverse set of technical and professional skills to ensure the effective protection of systems, data and organisations. Employers increasingly want graduates to have a wide range of employability skills alongside academic qualifications and certifications, which increase career opportunities and equip graduates for dynamic security roles [1].
One of the most important employability skills is technical proficiency, including a strong understanding of networking protocols, operating systems and scripting languages such as Python and PowerShell [1]. However, technical proficiency alone is not enough. Communication is another key skill, as professionals must translate complex vulnerabilities into language that non-technical stakeholders can act on, which is important for trust and effective incident response [2].
Teamwork is also key, as cybersecurity is inherently cross-departmental. Ramezan's analysis of over 900 cybersecurity job postings found that certifications and technical experience were required across sub-fields such as governance, risk and compliance, and penetration testing, and soft skills like collaboration mattered just as much [3]. Whitman and Mattord make a similar point, arguing that effective security management depends on policy communication and cross-departmental cooperation, not solely on technical controls [4].
Lastly, adaptability and AI literacy are becoming essential. Asked which competencies matter most for early-career professionals, ChatGPT highlighted adaptability, ethical judgement, and the ability to verify AI-generated outputs [5], aligning with findings that hiring priorities are shifting toward candidates who pair security knowledge with AI literacy [3].
In general, my technical, communication, teamwork, and AI-literacy skills will greatly improve my career in cybersecurity, helping me become a valuable asset to organisations.
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