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	NAME: James Ellis Dick

	 ID No.: 2103999

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
Critically evaluate why serious organised crime groups are targeting young vulnerable people into county lines in Swansea?
County lines in an increasing problem in Swansea according to Youle (2020) and it has been found that those recruited by SOC groups are often young and vulnerable (NSPCC, 2023), this is because “they are less suspicious and are given lighter sentences than adults”.
Research could help understand how to develop more cohesive communities in Swansea, help safeguard young people and Increase awareness (NSPCC, 2021). The interests on the topic, serious organised crime and county lines exploitation is because most of the work so far from UWTSD, serious organise crime is an interesting topic to research about, whether discussing, county lines and the public perception on how well the UK has dealt with serious organised crime, or if the UK government has arrested more serious organised groups in recent years compared to years before 2019. According to statistics from the Home Office (Home Office, 2023), the county lines programme taskforces from April 2022 to March 2023 indicate that the UK have had more arrests (2,661), line closures (1,417) and safeguarding individuals (3,235) from this year compared to 2021-2022 where there were in total 1,234 line closures, 2,225 arrests and 2,280 individuals who were safeguarded. So in recent years there has been an increase on efficiency on arrests and safeguarding from county lines in England and Wales this year which shows the taskforce have taken new approaches to be able to stop these crimes from happening, now the issue is to stop young and vulnerable people from being groomed by serious organised crime groups and find solutions to early intervene, such as building more facilities within the communities so the young people are distracted playing sports rather than behaving anti-socially.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

The key steps for this question are to identify the key problems young and vulnerable people face that lead them to take part in serious organised crimes and county lines, identify if there is a link in the research, for example lots of people in a certain area might be involve in serious organised crime due to poor community conditions, or people who have experienced ACE’s in their childhood may be more likely to end up involved with serious organise crime.

A summary of research questions
· Is Swansea one of the areas within the UK that has large number of county lines gangs compared to the rest of the UK?
· Are childhood ACE’s the main reason that makes a young person get involved in county lines?
· Are serious organised crime groups targeting young and vulnerable people in specific areas of deprivation?
· Do young and vulnerable people want to go into serious organised crime because they feel they would be protected?
· How did the county lines operate during the pandemic / COVID-19 and was there an impact on the way they operated.
· How can the government help prevent child exploitation and safeguard young people into doing county lines in Swansea
· Is child exploitation happening less or more in the present day than it was in the early 2000s? 
·  To conduct a literature review on county lines or child criminal exploitation
· To do a questionnaire to the public and see how much knowledge they know about Serious Organised Crime
·  Analyse the results from the surveys.
· Compare results from the literature review and the survey from the public


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

· Government reports 
· The Annual plan from the National Crime Agency. The NCA explains how it protects the UK from SOC, by strengthening their leadership and increasing their relationship with other partners and the public (NCA, 2022, pp. 8-11)
· Looking at how the NHS violence prevention team promotes early intervention and co-operation with other programmes to stop young people from going into serious organised crime in South of Wales (South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner, 2023, p. 11).
·  Swansea council’s report in 2020 on safeguarding from county lines and child sexual exploitation (Swansea Council, 2020).
· Article
· Brewster et al.’s (2023) report investigates child criminal exploitation in the UK, with the impact of the pandemic and how the county lines operated.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.

This research will be conducted using questionnaires asking closed questions to collect quantitative data as well as a small number of interviews with experts asking open questions. The questionnaires will explore the level of awareness held by the general public of the issues child exploitation within Swansea and see if the general public understands the severity of ACE’s. The interviews will ask more in-depth questions about and how a child is vulnerable, how much ACE’s can impact an individual later on in life. Putting out a Pilot is important to make sure the survey is working, the pilot will be sent to friends and family to see if it works. Maybe using a mixed method approach will be useful, both Quantitative and Qualitative?
 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

· The Swansea Public – It is important to understand where the community stands on certain topics, child exploitation is a serious issue and needs to have a lot of awareness, 
· Experts on ACE’s – Over the coming weeks of the academic year, Experts in the field of Adverse Child Experience will be coming in to talk about their job and what they have experienced, this is important for the dissertation because getting a detailed response and having a deeper understanding on the problem and possibly discover a new things from that response (Councel More, 2023)


	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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