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‘’Based on evidence from current research and policy as well as on data gathered from a group questionnaire, critically discuss an inclusive approach to supporting the needs of a particular group of pupils.  Focus on one specific learning difficulty, disability or additional need for your discussion. Use ICT skills developed within the module to present your findings.’’

Throughout this assignment the focus will be on additional learning needs and how to overcome barriers of additional learning needs for individuals to feel included. ‘’The term ‘additional learning needs’ has an official definition and refers to children and young people with learning, physical or sensory needs that make it harder to learn than most children of the same age.’’ (Wales, 2018) There are approximately 58,401 children aged 3 to 10 in primary school sectors who have additional learning needs, this statistic was last taken in 2017-2018 school year. There are 4,828 children in special schools across Wales (Government, 2018). There are many different barriers that a child or young person may experience throughout their lifetime, but for a child with a special or additional need it could be seen as more difficult for them to achieve their goals and to attain within the school sector. There are many different barriers which include physical barriers, for example not being able to move about freely or being able to access certain areas of the school setting. These barriers can be overcome by ensuring that there are ways for the individual to be able to join in and be able to have the same experience as other children and young people. The impact that this would have on an individual would be that they weren’t able to get around the school setting and they may feel left out which can affect the individual’s self-esteem and confidence. 
Throughout the research project that I partook in with my peers, we looked at different way to send out questionnaires and the different ways to record the data. There are two main genial types of data collection, these are called qualitative and quantitative. ‘Quantitative data is information about quantities; that is, information that can be measured and written down with numbers’ this is used throughout the questionnaire as well as qualitative data. Qualitative data is a form of data that cannot be measured using numbers or percentages, it is a form of data that cannot be properly analysed. (Qualitiative data Vs Quantitative data , 2017)
The reason why as a group we chose to do a questionnaire was due to the newest technology, the best way to reach different practitioners is through a questionnaire format. With regards to this format or recording data, it was discussed whether practitioners would prefer to receive a paper copy of a questionnaire to fill in and return to the university or whether practitioners would prefer to do it all online and all of the results be recorded straight away as well as the results being saved straight away. Once the options were discussed as a group, we came to the decision that an online questionnaire would be the best option as there are many pro’s for example some of these include, the fact that the online questionnaire is fast, its free and its easy to use. The online questionnaire is also easy to assess on different types of devices so you can do it when ever you want and where ever you want. Although there are disadvantages to online questionnaires as well as advantages. Some of these include dishonest answers, there is no guarantee that you will receive result, there might be a misinterpretation or misunderstanding with regards to the questions and there also may be a difficulty to access the questionnaire online. Although throughout all the questionnaire all information remains completely confidential and there are no names. Throughout the questionnaire we used many different types of questions, these involved open questions, closed questions, multiple choice questions and scale questions. 
Throughout the questionnaire we focused on different parts of Wales these were Swansea, Neath Port Talbot and also Bridgend, thankfully we had six responses back. Within the six responses there were at least one response from each place, There was also many different occupants that took part in the questionnaire to give feedback on their in their individuals. The chosen ALN within the group was LAC, LAC stands for looked after children, LAC range from children who have been in care who may have been adopted into a family that they do not know, up to children who have been brought up in harmful situations where there may not have been another way to help solve the problem. The reason why we chose LAC as a group was due to the interest, because as a team we wanted to find out the types of support children receive and if it affects their education for example if the children are taken out of certain subjects all of the time it can affect the individuals academics as they will not know as much as the other children. As a group we were interested in if the children were taken out of the subjects that may have been their favourite or to see if the children were able to attend the groups that they are intitled to. Within the UNCRC one of the articles states that in Article 20: “You should be looked after properly if you can’t live with your own family” this implies that all children who are LAC are entitled to their education, a warm home, food and comfort. (UNCRC, 1989)
Within the questionnaire there was one person who replied to the survey from a placement in Bridgend, three people who are in a setting in Neath Port Talbort, and two people in a setting in Swansea. Within the questionnaire (appendix 1) the question ‘is your experience with LAC current or has been within the last 1-2 year or 3 years plus”, within this question the most frequent answer was current, this could indicate that as this was the most popular answer there could have been a rise in LAC within the past few years as there are many current children who are looked after in education, but not all of these children are getting the support that they need. 
All schools in Wales receive a Pupil Development Grant (PDA) within this pupil development grant there are many different options for what the school could use this for, for example the school could invest in further training for staff in order for them to be able to participate in extra curricula activities to help the children or even get outside additional staff to come into the school to help support the children who may need a one to one or supporting children who may need catch up sessions. Within our questionnaire one of our questions was based around what types of things the schools invest in with their PDA, one of the many answers of which was intervention groups, some of the responses are held below. There are many settings that have invested in more than one thing, it is important that children are supported and that their needs are put first. Some of the answers that were returned within the questionnaire were clubs that are held before and after school, these clubs all ensure that children are given what they are entitled to for example the comfort, food and warmth that they need.








While carrying out the research project one of our questions was to see if the schools carry out personal education plans on the children, these are a record of how professionals who work with and around the child who is looked after, will support their educational outcomes and achievement.   It should be developed and reviewed termly with the designated teacher, young person, social worker, carer and virtual school. ‘A PEP should be started within 10 days of a child becoming looked after, and their plan must be in place by their first review. PEP formats vary between Local Authorities but should always include Strengths and achievements, Views of the student, SMART academic targets Current and target attainment data’ (Effective personal education plans , 2018)

This graph shows that within the questionnaire there was a high result of the amount of settings that do have personal education plans for the looked after children, there was only one setting that does not have a personal education plan for their looked after children. This is a very pleasing result although all settings should be doing this, there is still a high amount of the schools that are doing the personal education plans with the children like they are supposed to. Personally when I partook my PTE I had experience with a looked after child, there was many meetings with the child’s foster parents and the teacher, although, the looked after child did not receive any support that they should have been entitled to, but there was a new PEP every term where the child would have a target to reach and they had their own calm down area where if they felt upset they could go there. All though this child did not have the support that they needed the class teacher and LSO within the class dealt with the situation extremely well. The child was going through a number of transitions in their life as they had change key stages as well as being moved out of the family home that they struggled to converse their feelings to another person including the class teacher, although there were a number of requests put in for the child to be entitled to extra support or a group where they could be in a safe space to talk to an adult about what was happening in their life. Although this individual child was very bright and as they weren’t taken out of any subjects they were quite far ahead than a lot of the other children in their year group. Regardless of the child attainment the individual did tend to have quite a few behavioural problems as they didn’t tend to speak to anyone other than themselves and they never hesitated to do what they wanted for example if they needed the toilet they tended to casually walk out and not return to the classroom or to go and wonder around the school. 

The following question within the questionnaire was ‘’if yes how are these used to support and improve their learning?’’ As a group we had 4 responses to this question. One of the responses was ‘Peps are completed before any review meetings and then handed to the Independent Reviewing Officer (IRO). These are then tracked over a 6 month period or from review meeting to review meeting to focus on progression or deterioration’ this response is very detailed in what the setting does, many of the other responses are very similar (appendix 2) many of the responses were based around progression and how to help the individual child ‘move forward’ by giving the child personal targets. These targets are based on what the child can individually do and how to progress them further with the support that they are entitled to. 

One of the following questions on the questionnaire asked if the looked after children have any additional needs, the most common answer was yes which is displayed in the graph below, most of the explanations behind this was to do with basic skills and emotional support some people commented on the child either being a MAT child or a child in a catch up support group who may need more help.  What a child is looked after they are more than likely to have engendered feelings of abandonment. Some of these can be recognised as ‘distressing or emotionally disturbing experiences’ that are ‘associated with terror and helplessness’ and ‘a feeling that the individual or someone important to them is at serious risk’. (Wallace & Gordon, 2015) as the children progress through the school sector they may tend to experience different difficulties throughout their time there and later on in their life, if the individual has been moved around quite frequently they may tend to have trust issues or even separation anxiety, if due to extreme circumstances where the child has been removed from the family and are with a different family where they do not know each other in the slightest the individual may always feel a slight amount of abandonment. Within the school setting it is important that the individual feels as though they are not abandoned in the school setting, it is part of school policy that no children are left to feel isolated nor abandoned while they are in school especially, the individual should feel included within the sector and should feel trust within the adults around them and their peers. It is school ethical rules in all sectors that the children should all feel included within the setting. 











Within the classroom there are several benefits via the use of inclusion, the main benefit is that all of the children are included within the activity or work, all areas are accessible and also there is no discrimination towards the of the pupils or staff. A different benefit is that as all students learn differently, this is the main principal of inclusive education. One of the key strategies is to break down the pupils into small groups, this is useful as teaching can be used to the students best ability, this helps to identify the way in which the student also learns best and to find out the areas that they struggle with and the areas that they may need more pushing in. This is known as differentiated instruction. Another benefit is supporting teaching strategies, within an inclusive teaching classroom, teachers interwind different instructions and support into the setting in order for the children to be able to progress further. Within this the teacher may try different team work strategies or different techniques in order to help the child progress further, some of these may involve catch up groups if the child may need support, for example some of the busy bee’s groups would help the children by helping them with their letter coordination and being able to sound out and recognise their phonics . And teachers often put positive behavioural interventions and supports (PBIS) in place. One of these is called praise and reward, this can be done in a number of different forms. Within B.F, Skinners theory he expresses that ‘Reinforcement is the key element in Skinner’s S-R theory. A reinforcer is anything that strengthens the desired response. It could be verbal praise, a good grade or a feeling of increased accomplishment or satisfaction.’ (Culatta, 2019) as well as praise and reward, one of the largest aspects of skinners theory is also punishment, punishment is a large part of learning as well as reward as children often experience aspects of their life where they may want something that they cannot have, children have may also experience aspects of behavioural difficulties, these aspects may result in punishment. These strategies are helpful for all students not only for students with learning and attention issues.
Inclusive classrooms are filled with diverse learners. That lets kids talk about how everyone learns in their own way. They may find that they have more in common with other kids than they thought. This can go a long way in reducing stigma for kids with learning and attention issues. It can also help kids build and maintain friendships. (Benefits of Inclusion, 2019)
‘The ALN system is the new statutory support system for children and young people aged 0 to 25 in Wales with ALN that is due to come into force in September 2020.’ (Gov, 2019) 

[image: ]One of the following questions within the questionnaire was after any of the interventions that have taken place within the setting does it give a positive impact or improvement on any of the following, the results were very interesting as the most common answer for academic attainment was sometimes, this was interesting as personally I would have thought that the intervention would have had more of an impact on the children’s academic attainment as the main reason most of the intervention groups are on is to help the child improve their attainment levels and achievement levels, for example the catch up numeracy group is to help children with their numeracy and to help them progress further within their school academic achievements. The next factor was behaviour, within this aspect the often was higher than in the attainment level although the sometimes still seemed to be higher, as looked after children may have behavioural issues within the school setting and within theist home setting as well, in small groups it seems to work better as children get the attention that they need, as in most current school settings there is a different adult working with small groups of children to help them achieve and giving them the full attention that they require. Although the emotional section has a higher number of votes for the often area of which the children are improved within, due to small groups the children are more able to talk tot the adult one to one.
The question which asked if children were given feedback was very positive as the answers were always and usually, there were several different responses as of the amount of different methods that were used to feed back to the child. All respondents answered that the child is verbally and physically fed back to, many of the respondents picked more than one of the ways in which the child is individually fed back to nearly all of the respondents answered that the feedback is written so that the child’s carer can see what happened within the session/ intervention group.  And then the other ways were electronically, so on an online platform that the school setting have in contact with the parents of the children, the next one is numerical data which has the same type of results, this could be a graph or anything along those lines to show how the individual has progressed throughout their sessions.
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[image: ]One of the following questions was when do the interventions for LAC take place, the main time when this was happening was during non-core subjects although the children’s favourite subject may be art and they may be taken out of their favourite subject which could cause behavioural difficulties within the classroom as the children may act up as they are missing their favourite subject. Within Donaldson’s new curriculum ‘Successful Futures’ Donaldson is going to make all subjects interwind and ensuring that the learners are ambitious and capable, ethical citizens of their setting. Donaldson is also put into place that all subjects are core for example art and so on. Sometimes children seem to be taken out of their core subjects although on one of the responses they selected a number of different aspects, in my opinion I think this is a good way in moving forward as there is a spread of subjects that the child may miss to catch up and get further support. 




Within the different interventions, some of the comments given within the responses to the questionnaire support that there is an improvement in the children’s self-esteem and confidence levels. This is a good aspect of the intervention group as when children have a higher self-esteem and confidence level they are more likely to achieve higher and attain at a better level as they will push themselves harder to achieve the aspects that they would like to. One of the questions was based on what stats wales has recently said within the past few years about how within the past two years the amount of Looked after Children has raised , over 50% of the responses form the questionnaire decided that this has not really happened within the school that they have witnessed. There was a very low amount of responses that decided that they had ‘very much’ witnessed this in their setting, this was one response from one individual This is displayed within the graph below. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout this essay all answers are based on responses to a questionnaire put together by the group and me, although we had 6 responses, due to the questionnaire being opinion of different occupants, it may not be 100% reliable, this is a disadvantage of using a questionnaire, another disadvantage is that there was only 6 respondents which could have made the questionnaire biased in many different ways. Within this essay it contains much information that is important to keep confidential and it is important to keep all of this information within the university guidelines (group file appendix 54). Within this survey there has been a substantial amount of information to display about the different types of intervention groups that are in place within schools and the impacts that all of these groups have on the children, although the results aren’t finalised and are different in every school, it is one step forward to being able to help and support the children and young people who are looked after further in their career by giving them the support and attention that they require within the school setting. 
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Count of Do the LAC have any additional learning needs (ALN)?




Total	No	Yes	2	4	


Count of Is your experience with LAC:




Total	Current	Within 1-2 years	4	2	


Count of Is the Pupil Development Grant for LAC used to provide any of the following in your school? (Please select all that apply)




Total	Breakfast clubs;	Interventions;	Interventions;Additional staff;	Interventions;Breakfast clubs;Additional staff;	It can be used when needed for most of the above;Interventions;After school clubs;Breakfast clubs;Additional staff;	1	1	2	1	1	


Count of In your setting, do LAC have personal education plans (PEPs)?




Total	No	Yes	1	5	
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