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Recycling
An exhibition exploring artwork made from recycled materials and the impact recycling has on the world.

In 2017 the UK recycled 45% of household waste and by 2020 the goal is for 50% to be recycled (Government Statistical Service, 2019). The environment is a very strong topic at the moment as well as climate change and global warming, and it is up to humanity to do as much as we can to help our planet. Recycling is something everyone can be a part of and with 7.7 billion people living on Earth (Worldometers, 2019), we can make a big change if we work together. Most people think that small changes aren’t going to help but if all 7.7 billion of us made a small change then it would add up to a big one.
On the other hand, it can be confusing sometimes whether we can recycle something or not, so it just ends up in the rubbish bin. However, there are many products that can be recycled all around the house, such as plastic conditioner bottles, toilet roll tubes and toothpaste boxes (Recyclenow). ‘If everyone in the UK recycled one toothpaste box, it would save enough energy to run a fridge in over 2,000 homes for a year’ (Recyclenow).
There are five pieces of artwork in this exhibition and each one was made from various recycled materials. Although these pieces won’t last forever, artwork has been made from rubbish that would have otherwise been thrown in the bin. Something beautiful is created out of materials we use every day. Three out of the five artworks involve plastic materials but this is because there is such a large problem with plastic waste ending up in our environments like the ocean. However, this exhibition will help to inform the viewer that our planet won’t last much longer if we continue to be carefree with our rubbish, and that there is always something we can do to help, no matter how small it is, it all adds up. Also, ‘exhibitions became an effective tool for research and education and became popular with the general public’ (Kim and Lee, 2016) which suggests that this exhibition can be used for educational school trips.

[image: ]Figure 1-Last Chance to Shine, 2018


The first exhibition piece is an interactive sculpture by Daniel Rozin titled Last Chance to Shine (2018). It is made up of 832 tiles which are attached to motors and decorated with recycled aluminium coffee pot lids, and four infrared sensors are attached to the piece to detect heat energy as a person walks by (Plaugic, 2018). The sculpture is interactive because it can sense someone’s movement and will respond by moving its tiles. This sculpture is part of the exhibition because it’s interactive so the viewer can be involved and connect with the piece. This should be popular with children as it’s often difficult for them to appreciate artworks but if it’s something they can get involved in then they are happily entertained and will hopefully look at the other pieces in the exhibition.
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Figure 2-Elephant Sculpture, 2014
The second piece of artwork in this exhibition is an elephant sculpture, made by Sarah Turner, created from 900 plastic bottles to highlight the huge problems with plastic and also make an inspiring and creative example (Wang, 2014). Hundreds of children were a part of creating this elephant sculpture, which is important because if we don’t improve the amount of recycling we do, the world might not be liveable for the future generations. Also, the children that were involved would bring their families and friends to see the exhibition, giving it more recognition. Involving children also encourages them to recycle and this project shows them that recycling can be fun as well as helping the planet, which is why this sculpture is part of this exhibition.

[image: ]Figure 3-Cycle and Recycle Image, 2016

Another piece in the exhibition is a photograph taken by Paul Bulteel (2016). This image is included in the exhibition as well because it isn’t trying to make something pretty out of our waste, it is showing the ugly truth. Also, this image is there to get the viewer to think for a second, about how much waste we actually produce and that it can’t all be made into amazing sculptural artworks. ‘In the UK over 35.8 million bottles are consumed every day, with 16 million of these failing to reach plastic recycling facilities’ (Cockburn, 2018). This fact is shocking to think about but at the same time it’s not much of a surprise, seeing as there’s usually a plastic bottle on the floor or in a hedge when we go out somewhere. This piece is part of this exhibition because it’s there to remind people of the damage and waste that we produce.
[image: ]Figure 4-Bottle Cap Artwork, 2015



The fourth piece in this exhibition is this image made with bottle caps by Molly Right (2015). This piece is included mainly because of what it’s made with, not necessarily the subject, however birds are constantly injured or killed from eating or getting trapped by plastic. ‘One million birds and 100,000 marine mammals and sea turtles die each year when they become trapped in plastic or eat it’ (WDC). This artwork highlights that little things like bottle caps can actually add up to a lot of waste, so why not use them to create something beautiful. Also, Right created this piece by painting the image first to get an idea of the colours she would need for the bottle caps, and then the bottle caps are layered so that no gaps are showing (Right, 2015).
[image: ]Figure 5-Straw Waves, 2019

The last piece in this exhibition is a sculptural piece by photographer Benjamin Von Wong (2019) and it is a crashing wave sculpture made from 168,000 straws to highlight the world’s plastic waste problem, including the large amount of straws and bags in the ocean. Von Wong was inspired by the phrase “It’s just one straw, said 8 million people” which is a powerful statement because we can all help the planet by doing something little and if everyone has this attitude that they aren’t affecting the planet because it’s “just one straw” then the planet is in serious danger. 
This sculpture is very impressive and in the exhibition, the viewer can walk in between the waves, which stand at 11 foot (Stewart, 2019) and this piece is going to be the main focus of the exhibition because when the viewer steps into the room, it will be the first thing their eyes are drawn to. This is because this sculpture is in the middle of the room and is very large and colourful, so it will be very hard to miss.

[image: ]Figure 6-Plan of exhibition

The exhibition would be held in the Mission Gallery and a plan of the layout is above. As the viewer walks through the door, figure 5 will be in the middle of the room so they can walk through the waves. The wall with the door will hold figure 1, the interactive sculpture, then figures 3 and 4 will be on the opposite walls at the side of the room. Also, figure 2, the large elephant sculpture, will be in the area at the back of the room where people can walk around it. Furthermore, the walls, floor and ceiling of the exhibition space will be painted white to compliment the light colours in the artworks and to also represent a feeling of lost and emptiness. This is because will we end up losing the earth if we don’t make changes to help the environment.
This exhibition will display the importance of recycling and how amazing pieces of artwork can be produced. Also, ‘venues are used to display the art of up-and-coming artists as well as artists with a reputable status’ (Bortslap, Manners, Saayman, 2016). This is important because this exhibition can inform the public on the kind of work the artists involved like to create. Sculptures have been included in this exhibition because ‘until a few decades ago, exhibitions were predictable in format and structure’ (Ball, 2010). So instead of the usual simple exhibition with just paintings or images on the walls, this exhibition will have sculptures and an interactive piece also. It’s important to have a range of different medias in the exhibition because then there is always something different to look at and it makes it more interesting for the viewer when they are looking around.
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