Reflective report LCLM4001. Andre Lagmay (2335571)

1. Introduction - This report will be outlining my experiences with the module, Academic skills. At the lesson there were two topics that I was learning about, and it included learning about CRAAP method and how to use them and using Signposting at the start of a sentence. The Importance of the topic is it gave me some insight on what type of skills is required for the Business working environment and how those skills such as, the CRAAP Method and Signposting can give a greater understanding in writing paragraphs.  Both topics was helping me a lot as it helped me understand the basics of writing a paragraph that is reliable and trustworthy. With Signposting, this helped me to learn how to use the structural words at the start of a sentence. 
2. Description - My experience with this topic started off as a bit confusing even though my teacher did a good job in explaining the purposes of using CRAAP Method in your sentences as it helps to evaluate information using five points in CRAAP and provides trustworthiness, however I still didnt get it because it was too much to learn at first. Then, I found out that it is important for me as it includes all important factors when writing such as credibility, relevance, accuracy, authority and purpose which helps structures when I am writing my piece of structure. Although I find it challenging at first because it did not make sense to me at first but I then learned how to use the structure, I saw how it helped me to determine if information is relevant, If the source I am writing about is dedicated to a certain person or author, if the source or biography has evidence to back it up and if it is biased. All these points helped me to realise the importance of CRAAP and how to use them when writing about some ones writing or source. Despite having a little bit of confusion at first, I then got used to how CRAAP method works and had no issues with using the method. Next, I find that signposting was easier for me to learn. I felt that learning how to use signposting was a lot straightforward because I quickly realised the significance of making a writing text easier to read and is Audience friendly. The good thing is there was not much information to consider however, I felt that Signposting was an overused writing skill. I learnt that Signposting does have its benefits however as it formulates the very start of a sentence and guides the reader to understand the text with the help of signposting. 
3. Analysis – At first when learning about CRAAP, it was not well at first because of how confusing it was first since there was a lot of information to consider and That just stresses me out to the point of confusion. With learning about Signposting, it went well because looking at the presentation lesson for Signposting, it made a lot of sense to me because of how straight to the point the lesson was, and it was very simple and clear on learning signposting. Furthermore, I also used academic resources to help me understand Signposting, ‘Signposting in upper secondary essay writing in different educational context and genres: exploring pupil usage and teacher practices.’  This resource helped me as it explains how it gives ‘mark structural order.’  With studying CRAAP, resources and online reading materials I have used was ‘Cut the CRAAP: Replacing vertical evaluation with lateral reading.’ This helped me to be able to understand a lot more as it ‘Discusses the history of source evaluation methods.’ and ‘strategies for incorporating lateral reading into higher‐education information literacy instruction.’ which helps me understand more the framework and working out the credibility of information sources and helps me use it into work. I think there are other ways in trying to understand and I could have asked other classmates for help or advice looking onto what they thought of the modules. I could have also asked advice from my teacher so that I have more guidance to overcome my struggles with learning the CRAAP method and how to use signposting at the start of each sentence in academic writing. 

4. Conclusion – Overall, I have learnt that learning two topics in academic writing can be a lot to remember and to study. Going through the CRAAP method and knowing its importance was a huge amount of information to take in however, I managed to understand the importance of reliability and trusted sources in someone's writing material. For me to do better is to maybe ask the teacher for some guidance and not rely on learning by yourself and to ask other classmates for what they thought on the module topic so I can get an idea on everyone’s perspective to reflect my understanding with the topic. With understanding Signposting, I thought I did very well on it, and I am quite positive on how I handled learning this topic. Soon, I can probably apply my knowledge with CRAAP method and Signposting in the future when writing essays and paragraphs. I will adapt in future cases and can still improve and work on my writing by asking guidance from teachers and opinions from other students to better my writing abilities when I need to.
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