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Journal 
The module ‘doing history’ was designed to help students gain practical skills that are critical when doing historical research and writing. It covers historical source material, historiography and introduces methodological and theoretical approaches to studying history. This module has offered a more hands-on approach to history. Rather than simply studying historical knowledge, it encouraged me to engage more directly with historical sources and think critically about how history is written and constructed. I found this module to be quite rewarding as it emphasised key terms and writing techniques that will be useful in the future. Through this reflection I will explore how I found each lecture useful and how some things can be improved or changed.
Lecture one
The first lecture of this module was centred around pre-modern sources and where to find them. The focus of the lecture was to guide us in how to identify, locate and analyse these materials, ranging from manuscripts to early printed work. The lecture outlines key strategies for accessing these types of sources, from physical archives and libraries to digital databases that offer digitised versions of rare texts that may not be available to the public. Notable resources such as the National Library of Wales and the National Archives. The lecture also emphasised the challenges that come with studying pre-modern sources for example, sometimes it's unclear when something was made and also who by, it can be difficult to transcribe some of these texts and some of the materials can be quite fragile. 
Lecture two
Lecture two shifts the focus from pre-modern to modern sources, exploring the differences, and how these sources can be located for studying. The lecture starts by outlining the various types of modern sources for example printed books, newspapers, journals, documents and increasing digital content. It emphasises the importance of bias within primary sources. It shows us that it's important to take into account any agendas/bias that could affect the interpretations of history and also peoples opinion at the time. The lecture also compares the differences when looking at modern sources to pre-modern sources. Modern tend to be much easier to find, read and understand with the right historical context, whereas pre-modern may be a lot more difficult to get information from. The lecture then shifted into a more philosophical approach to primary sources and understanding the moral questions surrounding them. For example, whether touring places like battlefields is morally right. Should we allow this tourism? I liked using this approach as it made me think past the field of history and include other disciplines. 
Lecture three
In lecture three we began looking at theories and methodologies of history which proved to be quite a difficult and a confusing topic to understand. It was linked with other disciplines like philosophy, which I do enjoy. However, I found it quite difficult to understand. Some of the words I had not used or heard before, therefore I struggled throughout the lecture and I couldn’t really understand what was going on. On the other hand, I did make notes on words that I haven't used to do further research and gain a better understanding of this topic. For example words like ontological and epistemological which may come up later in my degree. Furthermore there was emphasis on key terminology that will also help with assignments. 
Cross-Faculty Forum
Although I was unable to make it to the cross-faculty forum, after reviewing it in class it seemed it wasn’t very catered towards historians and didn’t seem the most useful. However I was not there to form my own opinion and knowing it was surrounding architecture I may have found it more interesting than my peers as I have an interest in art and architecture. 
Lecture four 
This lecture was based around our first assignment which was an evaluation of a primary source. It was a short lecture however, I found it useful to have in-person feedback before the deadline as I was able to change little details that would improve my mark. Furthermore, knowing these little mistakes now will help in the future with assessments and writing essays, as I am more aware of mistakes I need to look out for. The lecture emphasised the importance of proofreading and using academic books and sources to help when writing these assignments. The in person feedback was also good to see what was going well, sometimes when writing these assessments it's hard to know whether it is on the right lines, or including the right information, however, the feedback before the deadline highlighted the good sides to the assignment. 
 Roderic Bowen Library and archives 
Going to the archives made me appreciate just how much we have at this university. The archives are extremely useful when studying the humanities and the history of the university itself. For example when we visited we saw photographs and exam results from when the college first opened. In the archives there is such a huge range of resources from different periods of time which I think is super interesting to see. It is useful for comparing books, handwriting and art styles within history. These archives can also highlight the social and political situations at the time. Getting to be hands on and seeing all the possibilities with the archives was really useful, especially for my degree where I can use these archives to my advantage. 
Here are some photos I took from the visit to the library, I like that you can see the detail and dedication that goes into creating some of these books.
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Lecture six 
In lecture six, we explored referencing and important structures when writing essays or assignments, although quite repetitive of things I already knew. It was useful to find the tools available to help with references if I was ever stuck on a specific source. It was good to reinforce the technique needed for referencing within history. Referencing is extremely important to avoid plagiarism so I think even though the lecture is quite repetitive it is a really important thing to emphasise.  
Trip to Aberystwyth 
Near the end of the module, we went on a trip to Aberystwyth to explore the National library of Wales, the Royal Commision and the Ceredigion County Museum. Overall the trip was quite interesting and I enjoyed seeing the archives and more specifically the artwork they held. However, I felt our time was quite rushed, as we were late arriving, the library went over time and therefore we were late to the Royal Commision and the Museum. I felt it was tiring walking from the Library to town and took up a lot of time for our lunch. By the time we got down to the Museum we had only 20 minutes for food. Many of us left the museum early and didn’t get a proper look around because we were hungry. Overall I feel organisation is something that needs to be worked on if the trip were to run again. However, I did really enjoy it and I found it quite useful to see the resources we have around us. 
· National Library of Wales:
The National Library of Wales, is a huge building holding a huge variety of archives and books such as, paintings, documents and even artefacts.[footnoteRef:0] I felt the talk at the beginning of the tour went on for quite some time and I would have liked more time actually looking at the archives behind the scenes. The talk was mainly about their website which was useful to understand how it all worked, however I feel it would have been more beneficial to spend more time with the archives. Once we were behind the scenes, I found that it got really interesting. Seeing the way they store the items, how clean everything was and how well organised it was, really put into perspective how much work goes into these libraries and archives. I found the paintings to be the most interesting, the different colours, textures and techniques over time really stood out to me. Furthermore we were able to see a map from a German Nazi bomber, showing where they were going to bomb Cardiff Bay. Being from this area of Wales and also being interested in the War, I found this was really fascinating and I would visit again to get more information on it. [0:  https://www.library.wales/] 

· Royal Commision:
The Royal Commission preserves and documents the Welsh historic environment. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://rcahmw.gov.uk/] 

Unlike the National Library of Wales, the Royal Commision actually got stuff out from their archives for us to have a look at and touch. I enjoyed this alot more than just walking around the archives,  however, I felt the time we got to actually look at these was quite rushed as we were running late. They were very interesting and I liked the focus they had on Lampeter. I was able to take some photos of things I found interesting. For example this is a diary from a man who travelled all around Wales, and documented it by making little sketches of what he saw. 
· Ceredigion County Museum: [image: ]
The Ceredigion County Museum is a valuable resource for historians, particularly those interested in Welsh history.[footnoteRef:2] I found the museum was really well looked after and thought out. The curator was interested in telling her story of the museum and was open to answering questions about being a curator, which I found useful as it is something I would like to look into after university. The museum holds an extensive collection of items that showcase the local history of Ceredigion. My favourite part of the museum was the huge collection of paintings they had which made me want to go back and study them more. However as we were running late and many of us had not eaten, we did decide to leave early therefore, not getting a good look around. Here are some photos from the museum of some paintings I found particularly interesting.  [2:  https://ceredigionmuseum.wales/] 
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Lecture Eight
Our last lecture was just a review of the trip and any questions we may have had for the assignments and previous lectures. I found it quite useful to have a recap of the month and just to be able to go over things we may not have understood previously. 
Overall, I think this module is really important when studying history as it puts emphasis on key academic writing skills that are necessary for this degree. Although some of it wasn’t exactly useful like the cross-faculty forum, I still think it is good to have a specific module focused on technique to help with assignments in the future. The module covered everything the description said it would therefore I think it achieved what it needed to. 
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