A review of Barry J. Kemp’s chapter on Egypt in microcosm: The city of El-Amarna.

Microcosm:
A community, place, or situation regarded as encapsulating in miniature the characteristics of something much larger.
‘the city is a microcosm of modern Malaysia’
Humankind regarded as the representation in miniature of the universe.
‘the belief in correspondences between the Universe and Man—between microcosm and macrocosm’

The focus of this review is chapter seven of Barry J. Kemp’s book, Ancient Egypt; anatomy of a civilisation. the chapter itself, Egypt in microcosm: The city of El-Amarna.  The focus of this chapter centres on the religious, archaeological, architectural and the social aspects of the Amarna period, with focus on the city of Amarna. Under these categories are covered the founding of a new Egyptian religion, the creation of a new city in correlation with this and the new alterations to Egyptian culture that stemmed from that much change. It is interesting to noteclear that, whilst not overtly explained, the changes that Egypt as a whole underwentunderwent in this time period originated from the new religion.

Kemp writes and presents his information well and ensures that the information is interesting. He furthers this by endeavouring to include many different sources of information - primary sources and secondary sources, archaeological evidence, images and imagery, first-person accounts and social information. The main issue to be found with Kemp in this chapter is his lack of citation. Kemp has clearly been using footnotes in place of a concrete process of citing his sources, thus making the footnotes some level of an annotated bibliography. Even though the sources used are noted in the footnotes, an official bibliography or source list would improve my general opinion of the validity and use of Kemp’s work overall, as this is the sticking point to my entire view of Kemp and his book.
The footnotes do include interesting information, largely about the sources used, which would be better placed in an annotated bibliography. Even if the footnotes were acceptable as a mock-up of a typical bibliography or source list, it would be far easier if the footnotes were moved to the ends of their corresponding chapters. This would make it far easier to reference the footnotes with the chapter as there would be less issue in moving to and from the chapter and footnotes.
 All these points make verifying and relying on his work for information very difficult and an unnecessarily complicated process to go through.

Kemp makes an unfortunate fault in his presentation of this chapter when one considers that he titles his chapter Egypt in microcosm: the city of El-Amarna and yetbut does not actually appear to explain or come to any conclusion as to why or how the city of El-Amarna can be considered is a microcosm. Further, Kemp does not actually give any definition of any of the terms he uses, such as microcosm and iconoclasm. It would be useful to have definitions of these terms included in the chapter (i.e. footnotes , at the end of the chapter, or in the chapter itself after the chapter heading, etc) so that the reader can use their understanding of these words to make their own conclusions. Another issue with Kemp’s presentation and work in this chapter as a whole isis that in reading this it, I have come to the conclusion that there is no clear introduction explaining what the author intends to achieve in this chapter and how. 

There are introductory pieces throughout the chapter as Kemp moves from one subtitle and subsection to another, a tactic he uses well to set his work into subtopics, but this does not make up for or explain the lack of a general introductory paragraph. The structure and presentation that Kemp uses in this chapter can be considered flawed upon discovering that Kemp has not made any ending conclusions to this chapter, or anything that could be considered a concluding statement to this chapter. Due to these factors, the chapter in general could be considered as something more of a collection of information on the Amarna period and of the city, not as a work to be examined for a conclusion or for an expression of Kemp’s own opinions. Overall, Kemp is clearly more of a descriptive writer, and not one for deeper analysis of the information he presents.

Despite these issues, Kemp does provide interesting information. Personally, my interest was captured by the socially-oriented information and the section of the chapter titled Profiling Amarna's population: direct and indirect evidence. This section not only makes use of a large number of the resources previously mentioned, but uses them in concert to gain an understanding of the population of Amarna in the broad sense of how they lived, whilst also making note of specific people. Kemp does of course refer to the atypical faces of the Amarna period and El-Amarna on a regular basis, such as Amenhotep IV, Nefertiti, and Tutankhamun. The lesser known people he refers to and uses as examples and for some level of reference include the Vizier Nakht, Paneshy and Pawah who were both priests, Ra-Nefer who was a chief charioteer, and Maa-Nakhutef an overseer of builders. All these people have been used by Kemp as a means of explaining the layout of El-Amarna, the structure, and the buildings. The understanding of history and of peoples may be a generalised one, but this is the area of ancient and historical studies that draws me in and gives me interest in this chapter. In opposition to this area of his work, I personally do not find archaeological evidence to be that interesting due to the necessity of trawling through too much data to get to the actual information, evidence, and conclusions, despite being very aware of the uses this type of evidence has. This undoubtedly affects my view and comprehension of Kemp’s chapter due to his large basis in archaeology as a source and foundation for his work.

To conclude, Kemp’s work is not useful. With revision and clear citation, it could prove as a suitable reference, but not in its current state.
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