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Keeping Our Children Safe – Rationale SJIE5006

This rationale will follow the leaflet produced on safeguarding children during the Coronavirus lockdown. It will define safeguarding and child protection. It will critically discuss how the policies and procedures have evolved over time and if lessons have been learnt following the failures within the systems. This rationale will also entail why a leaflet about safeguarding children during a pandemic was prepared and the effects that the Coronavirus pandemic has had on children in a special school.  Additionally, this rational will contain information from various policies including the All Wales Child Protection Procedure and Every Child Matters. Lastly, this rationale will touch on how schools promote child welfare and the importance of multiagency teams working with children in need. 

Safeguarding and child protection is very similar, it prevents children and young people from harm and abuse. NVCO, (2021) states that if a child feels safe and loved and is living in an environment that is filled with love and respect, then safeguarding is already happening. By safeguarding a child, it prevents them from physical harm, abuse and neglect. Child protection is an aspect of safeguarding, where you have to protect the child from abuse or harm. The child protection company, (2020) describes child protection as a way we respond to a child that is in harm. Child protection is how we protect children who may have already been a victim of abuse or neglect.

In order to safeguard a child effectively, multiagency teams are required to ensure the correct procedures are in place with the child’s best interest at heart. Cleaver,(2020) stated that there are many cases that have been referred to social services, but it is evident that no agency will be able to provide support to a child and their family alone. Social services must work together with the families of the child and other agencies to ensure that the best outcome to safeguard the child is made. Additionally, although there are many policies and procedures in place to explain the importance of multiagency working, there have been times where this is not always the case and that single agencies have been left to deal with the consequences of child protection alone. The All Wales Child Protection Procedure, (2008) detailed that in the early stages of child protection issues, the multi-agency teams are usually good, however, as soon as a child is on the ‘at risk’ register , social services are usually left alone to secure any plans made about the child in question. It is very important that all agencies involved in safeguarding issues are mindful that there must be a responsibility from all agencies to ensure the best outcome is implemented. Contrarily, even though there has been progress with multi agencies working together, there still appears to be significant problems in the everyday reality of working as a team. “There are significant problems in the day-to-day reality of working across organisational boundaries and cultures, sharing information to protect children and a lack of feedback when professionals raise concerns about a child ” Laming, (2009:p.10). Likewise to Cleaver, the UNCRC policy also states the importance of agencies working together. UNICEF, (2021) stated that the UNCRC policy details the importance of how families should work together with the government to ensure that all children are able to enjoy all of their rights. All children are entitled to have a right and that no right is more important than another. 

Policies and procedures are put in place to keep children safe, and without these children could potentially pose significant harm. Early Years Alliance, (2019) believe that by following policies and procedures it can protect the health and happiness of a child. It can also invest in a child’s future enabling them to thrive in a happy, safe environment. Policies and procedures are in place within every workplace. If the rules and regulations are not being followed it could have detrimental effects to an individual. We have seen the consequences of failures in policies and procedures over the years resulting in children dying; some examples are, Victoria Climbie and Peter Connelly. After the devastating deaths of young children, Lord Laming reviewed the child protection procedures and thorough changes were made. Policies and procedures have failed for many reasons in the past. However, a report has shown that it is practice that is failing rather than what is written in the procedure. The community care report (2005) quoted that many of the issues that were later identified were actually poor failures in practice rather than policy, because of this Laming ensured that all social workers took guidance in training and that staff would be supervised in the hope of better understanding. Additionally, there appears to be failures in the system due to there being a lack of communication between agencies. The Welsh Government, (2020) reported that professionals may have only received single accounts of safeguarding problems and evidence suggests that agencies do not always report the single safeguarding problems because they are unaware of the wider safeguarding issues that it could be linked to. It is essential that communication between different professionals occur, if little incidents are missed and agencies are not informed of the bigger picture; this could result in the safety of a child being compromised. 

Policies and procedures are continuing to evolve and with new mindsets and training hopefully failures in safeguarding and child protection will become a thing of the past.  All Wales Child Protection Procedures, (2008), have commented that the Children Act 1989 and the Children Act 2004 provide all the relevant legislation content for All Wales Child Protection Procedures with the hope to safeguard and promote welfare to all children. One of the recommendations was for children to become more involved. James, (2007) discussed that following the changes in policies, the have been a recommendation where children become skilled and proactive members of the community. This links to Vygotsky’s theory, he believes that children learn more effectively if they are involved in social situations . “Vygotsky believes that young children are curios and actively involved in their own learning within social environments”. (Mcloed,2020). However, even though policies and procedures have been updated in result of the devastating loss of children, people are still not following procedures as they should which means safeguarding issues are still occurring. Palmer,(2019) reported that although the right safeguarding polices have been evolved, we cannot assume that the previous devastating lessons have been learnt. Following the death of Victoria Climbie and Peter Connelly, Lord Laming made recommendations in the Children’s Protection Reform, yet it was found that many of the reforms had not been followed. Therefore, lessons from past failures still have not been learnt. 

Promoting a child’s welfare and safeguarding children is ultimately a shared responsibility. Gorin, (2009), quoted that all active members of the community could help to keep children safe. If people are mindful of a child needs and are willing to act if a problem should arise, we could protect the welfare of most children. In school A, we work very hard with all professionals ranging from family members to social workers and health care professionals in order to protect a child’s health and welfare. When a problem begins to arise, families are at breaking point or the child could be in need, in school we arrange for a multi-disciplinary team meeting where everyone involved in the child’s life will attend. Every professional will give their opinion and suggestions and share best practise to come up with a plan that will best suit the child and support the family. This links to Bronfenbrenner theory, where he describes the importance of the microsystem around him. Guy-Evans, (2020)  reported that the interactions around children within the microsystems are very individual and personal to a child but are crucial for supporting a child’s development. For example, if a child has a strong, loving relationship with their family, this will help a child gain positive emotions. Whereas, if a child has a family that are unsupportive and do not show any affection it may have negative effects on a child.  

One created a leaflet on safeguarding children and young people during the Coronavirus pandemic. This was the chosen subject because of the affect and impacts that the virus has had on the children in society today. Coronavirus is continuing to affect the lives of everyone still to this day. However, gradually things are beginning to ease and children and young people are welcomed back to school, they will soon be able to spend time with extended family and friends and hopefully begin to enjoy the luxuries in life, the same as before. Appleton, 2020, made a comment that Coronavirus has left children and young people feeling very lonely and distressed. Lockdown has proven difficult for everyone especially children; with schools being forced to close and a stay-at-home restriction put in place, children are unable to spend time within their social groups which can cause a child to become isolated and a fear of loneliness. The pandemic has had devastating effects on many children, where they have experienced multiple pressures, particularly mental health problems. “ 67% of children believed that the pandemic may have long term effects on their mental health” (Youngminds,2021). 

The Coronavirus pandemic can affect the average person who is healthy and has the ability to lead a normal life. However, a person living with special educational needs may have found this pandemic a whole lot worse.  Anna Craft Trust, (2021) reported the negative effects lockdown has had on children who are on the autistic spectrum. Children with autism truly rely on their school life, especially with the support networks and the consistent routines in place, but with there being school closures and lockdown, these support networks and routines have been disrupted which has led to staying at home being more difficult for the children. It was suggested how important it is for children with autism to have specific routines. “ A young child on the autistic spectrum often resists new experiences and may become distressed if familiar routines are changed”  (Cumine, 2009:p3). On the other hand, some families have really benefited from the lockdown and having time at home with their family has been encouraging. Weinstein, (2020) reported that by parents spending time at home with their children it has created unbreakable bonds, children are receiving their parents undivided attention which has resulted in children’s becoming happier and overall enhancing their wellbeing. Additionally, for some children lockdown has had an effect on their well-being, because of this, parents are becoming concerned and thought it was more important to concentrate on the well-being of their children instead of anything else. Leeds Trinity University, (2020) revealed that  many parents have put a pause on their child’s learning and have concentrated more on their well-being, where positive outcomes have been achieved. Educational attainment cannot be achieved if a child has poor well-being and self-esteem. This links to Maslow hierarchy of needs theory, where he believed that a child’s well-being needs to be protected. A child’s basic needs must be met in order for them to survive, if these needs are not met it can lead to safeguarding issues and neglect. Maslow quoted “For a child to be successful they need to be well fed, sleeping well, feeling safe at home and have confidence in themselves” (Future Lean, 2020).

To conclude, although policies are in place to state the importance of multi-agency working, sometimes professionals do not follow the procedures and for various reasons sole agencies are left responsible for actions in relation to the safeguarding of a child. It is important that all agencies continue to work together to ensure the plan to safe-guard children is implemented correctly. Safeguarding a child helps them to reach the best possible outcomes in life. As adults we have a duty of care to all children, ensuring that we protect them from harm and cruelty and that their basic needs are met. Even though policies and procedures are ever evolving, it is obvious that they are still not being followed correctly, meaning that child protection is still very much happening to this day. Additionally,  the pandemic has left many children feeling lonely and the need to meet with their friends and obtain some sort of normality is now vital to a child’s well-being. However, for some children the pandemic would have been more manageable as they have received the correct support and love so that they would have survived the long days that lockdown has provided. As a school it is important that relationships, bonds and trust is regained before teaching can take place. Although education is important for a child to learn it is important that they are safe and healthy first, and that their wellbeing is paramount. 
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