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 Founded in 2013 after acquittal of George 
Zimmerman for shooting Trayvon Martin in 
Sanford, Florida
◦ Use of Twitter as start of a political movement

◦ #BlackLivesMatter













 Five police officers killed by Micah Johnson 
during BLM protest
◦ Johnson allegedly upset over shootings but not 

directly linked to BLM



 Violent crime in USA decreased since 1990

 Deaths due to legal intervention (shooting, 
suffocation, etc.) at all-time high post-Civil 
Rights
◦ Gilbert & Ray, 2015

 In US Black males 21x more likely to be killed 
by police than White males (Gabrielson et al., 
2015).
◦ High-income Black males as likely to be killed as 

Low-income Black males (Krieger et al., 2015)



 ‘Shooter bias’ 
◦ the tendency to shoot armed targets (correct 

response) faster for Black than White targets

◦ The tendency to not shoot unarmed targets (correct 
response) faster for White than Black targets

 Higher error rates (false positives) for opposites

◦ Findings not linked to race of shooter in several 
studies (e.g., Correll et al., 2002)

◦ Similar findings found for shooter bias of targets in 
Muslim attire (Unkelbach et al., 2008)





 Macpherson Report (1999) into the police 
handling of the killing of Stephen Lawrence
◦ Found the Metropolitan Police Force was 

‘institutionally racist’

◦ Had completely ignored recommendations of 
Scarman Report after 1981 Brixton Race Riots

 Led to widespread distrust of the police, particularly in 
inner-city areas





 Black adults make up 13.1% of UK prison 
population, 2.9% of overall population (2011 
census)

 Muslim adults make up 13.4% prison 
population, 4.2% of overall population
◦ Both groups receive higher sentence tariffs; spend 

more days than average in segregation; more likely 
than average to be subjected to use of force 
Roberts, 2015)

 Young Offender Institutes – 41% of inmates 
BME (HM Chief Inspector of Prisons, 2014)



 Issues of racial and cultural prejudice and 
discrimination exist in the US and UK
◦ Some differences but often similar root causes

 #BLM has attempted to address the issue
◦ Not always very well

 The backlash, particularly through 
#AllLivesMatter and negative commentary, 
risks creating even greater divides for some



1. Should #BlackLivesMatter or 
#AllLivesMatter?

2. Is #AllLivesMatter racist?

3. Is #BlackLivesmatter racist?

4. Are the psychological underpinnings (e.g., 
shooter bias, institutional racism) valid and, 
if so, what can be done about them?


