TASK 2 - Illustrated Book Project Proposal Task
500 words, due 5pm Feb 12th, submitted via moodle.
Formatting: please use the headings below making use of the advice and resources provided. References should be made using the Harvard format.

[image: Stephen Gill – Set (5 vols.). Archaeology in Reverse + Best Before End +  Coming Up For Air + Hackney Kisses + Pigeons / €95.00]
	Name: Libby Turner



	Theme/Context
Provide a brief summary of the theme or subject you want your work to focus on. You might include details about the impact you hope to achieve, how the book format will help you connect with your audience, and what will make your work stand out. (300 – 500 words)

	
For this book project I plan on investigating the theme of identity. I plan on experimenting with commissioned work I have taken in the past of people who are under 18 and hiding their identity by sewing over their faces. This is to protect the children along with adding a hidden factor to the image of the audience wondering the image would look like with the face revealed. I have never done this type of work and so wanted to challenge myself while learning more about the theme. Identity is a big part of who you are. To me, I feel as though if you can’t see the face of a person then the identity is lost as you don’t know who you are looking at or if it is even a human. 

I am still trying to decide how the book will work with having back-to-back pages while sewing over the faces however I plan to have the book landscape to fit best with the majority of images I have. I have the idea of sewing thread of the opposite colour, which is dominant in the main image, for example I would use yellow thread for a photo with purple lighting, and red for a green lighting. This would help the thread and whole point of my project stand out to the audience allowing the audience’s gaze to lead toward the thread first. Compared to previous work, I have decided to lean more toward using colour to attract audience and help the work stand out. 



	Influence 
Highlight the work of a photographer who currently inspires your work. Analyse an image of theirs and explain your interest in their work. Consider style, theme, context, practical technique. (300 – 500 words)


	
[image: ]When I first came up with the idea of sewing over the face to hide the identity of a person, I was reminded about a project I did in college which followed the same style of sewing into the image and so after researching found Jessica Wohl. Wohl was one of the few artists that I researched about this technique however her image to the right named ‘To Ed With Love, Rosie’ in 2012 was the one that stood out most to me as it was the most similar to what I am planning on doing to my own images. The black and white image makes the glittery gold thread stand out due to it being the only coloured part in the image. What I love about this image is the fact that the face is covered however the eyes are left to be seen. A lot can be said by looking at the eyes of a person and although the identity in the image is hidden the name in the title gives a part of the identity to who is behind the thread. In a photo the eyes are what most photographers keep in focus as it’s an important detail in the face, along with this the viewer’s gaze is drawn to the eyes of a person and so by leaving them uncovered it allows them to be the focal point of the image and help grab the audience’s attention. When looking closely at the image, you can see the holes in the paper helping show each individual strand of thread used. The thread in the image is used as a mask as it can be taken off, in this case you would have to cut the thread off to take the mask off and reveal the hidden face beneath. 

Jessica Wohl. (2022). Jessica Wohl. [online] Available at: https://www.jessicawohl.com/work/sewn-photographs. 











	Book Form 
Referencing the session PowerPoint on Moodle (or another relevant source), discuss at least one book that has influenced you. Explore its visual and aesthetic qualities, social or historical context, impact, or practical methods relevant to your theme. You may also evaluate its overall effectiveness. (300 – 500 words)


	[image: Redheaded Peckerwood (Third edition)  Christian Patterson - MACK]
[image: Redheaded Peckerwood (Third edition)  Christian Patterson - MACK]For my main theme of identity, I look into the photobook ‘Redheaded Peekwood, Mack, 2011’ by Christian Patterson. Patterson’s photos stood out to me as being simple but impactful, especially the two images shown here. The first image shows what looks like a stuffed dog of some sort facing away from the camera. While the second image shows the back of a human head with something being in front of them. Both subject matters in the images are facing away from the camera giving the theme of hiding identity as you are unable to see the faces of what is in the photo frame. As you have read, I stated a human head is shown in the second photo due to the reasoning of not being able to tell if it is a man or women. Especially in today’s generation it is hard to assume what people identify as without seeing their face and talk to them and so not only is it hiding the face of the person but also hides the full identity of the human. Even by saying human I am assuming it is not a mannequin head distorting my thoughts on what I see in the image. By using this as inspiration I intend to use this idea of distortion and hidden identity within the book project.



MACK. (2026). Redheaded Peckerwood (Third edition). [online] Available at: https://mackbooks.co.uk/products/redheaded-peckerwood-third-edition-br-christian-patterson 


If my first idea doesn’t work out, I would like to explore the idea of once open the book will slowly fade away and will eventually turn into nothing. This inspiration came from Humphry Davie. Unfortunately, I couldn’t find any photos of the work due to the PowerPoint on Moodle not opening along with not being able to find any online. Although I can’t talk and see a photo of the work, the idea of the more you look at something it disappears stuck with me. This was because it makes people appreciate what they have during the moment and not regret not doing so after it’s gone. It links to the thing of taking every opportunity as it comes because you never know when those chances disappear. By exploring this it would allow me to learn and develop new skills on how these things are achieved, this would be done through workshops and videos to discover different techniques and the best way of completing the photos that fade over time the more the book is opened. 
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