Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Bethan Stubley

Email address: Bethan.Stubley2@wales.nhs.uk

Learner’s University Registration Number: 2239441

Cohort: 21onwards


 






Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Currently The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Social Care Wales, 2019) is in place to safeguard adults and children. Previously safeguarding children legislation was addressed within the Children Act (2004).  Imposing a duty on local authorities and other bodies to have safeguard children through section 28 of the Children Act 2004. However, following the introduction of The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 the importance of safeguarding children through clear legislation and accountability has been addressed in part 3 and 4 where local authorities have a duty to assess and meet care and support needs of children. Furthermore part 7 of The Social Services and well-being (Wales) Act 2014 places a duty to local authorities to develop safeguarding Children’s Boards regionally to identify difficulties in safeguarding children.    
Due to the safeguarding boards The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) was developed to promote legislation that made safeguarding easier to identify, your duty as a professional or public citizen, how to respond and how to most importantly support the individual through legislation. Through the current app, which promotes easy access, and up to date current information. Replacing the “All Wales Child Protection Procedure” (Welsh Government, 2008).
The safeguarding of children is everyone’s responsibility, which is clearly identified in The Social Services Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. Practitioners need to promote the welfare of children that are at risk of harm, abuse or neglect, whilst being clear on their organisational procedures, sharing information and working collaboratively with other agencies. Practitioners are expected to place the child’s best interest at the heart of their care and support (Welsh Government, 2014) with the child’s views, wishes and feelings identified (Law Wales, 2023). Practitioners also being aware of the rights of the child identified in the United Nations Convention on Children’s Rights (United Nations, 1992). 
Practitioners must be proactive in identifying risk of harm, The Social Services Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 identifies early intervention, which can prevent difficulties escalating and support families so that Adverse Childhood experiences do not have a lasting effect on the child into adulthood (Public health Wales, 2022). When a Practitioner identifies risk of or actual harm to a child this will trigger a strategy multi agency meeting, completed in 24 hours of referral. Where a decision is made in regards to a section 47 investigation under the Children Act (1989) and whether this is a joint or single agency investigation between police and local authority. Once the investigation is completed, the multi-agency meeting will reconvene to establish the risks identified if any and what action should be considered for the best interest of the child. Which could be the removal of the child from the care of the responsible adult or care and support for the family to mitigate further risk.           
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The social services well-being (Wales) Act (2014) was seen as a positive legislation change to place both adults and children’s voices, and control at the heart of their outcomes, care and support needs. Furthermore, “The Wales Safeguarding Procedures” (2019) was developed to places both adult and children’s safeguarding at high importance. This provides regional safeguarding boards the duty to investigate the risk of harm, abuse or neglect of adults and children and to highlight any care and support needs a child or adult may have.  
However, there continues to be main differences in regards to safeguarding children and adults. The main difference being an adult can make the decision not to engage in the safeguarding process. Consideration would be made in regards to Capacity (Mental Capacity Act, 2005) in regards to unwise decision making, which should not be used against an individual as a demonstration of lacking capacity. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) itself provides a legislation safeguard against using professional power and Bias (Bussey, 2023) against an individual through a high threshold of deeming a lack of capacity. Moreover, alongside The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) which highlights the importance of working in collaboration with individuals to promote their outcomes. Which supports the Human Rights Act (1998) in such matters as a right to a private life.   
In regards to Children’s safeguarding they do have The United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child which are similar to The Human Rights (1998) which provides rights and responsibilities that are appropriate for the child’s age and stage of development. However, the child is deemed to not have capacity to make decisions in regards to risk and safeguarding and within the Convention a duty to protect children from violence (Article 19) is highlighted. The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) promotes the child’s voice, and collaboration regarding there outcomes be placed with great importance as with adult’s support. This importance of the child’s voice and control is supported by the “Gillick Competency” (1986) principle, where a child depending on their ability are provided with opportunities to make decision on their care and lives e.g consenting to medical treatment if they are aware of the implications of their decision making.  Which could provide a young adult with an opportunity to have more power and control of their lives.                
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