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Introduction 
A period of dry weather has brought droughts and high temperatures, causing multiple wildfires to spread across a large area of vegetation on the heathland in the south of England. These wildfires pose a high risk of damaging communities, vital infrastructure and protected environmental areas nearby. Local fire and rescue services are working alongside partner agencies in order to respond to limit the damage and coordinate a plan which adheres to the civil contingencies act.


2. Statutory Duties of Fire and Rescue Authorities  
2.1 Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 
The core statutory duties that firefighters must follow and are governed by the fire and rescue service act 2004 are to promote community fire safety which is designed to reduce the impact of fires within the community, this is done by providing helpful information about installation of alarms and to educate people about the dangers involved with fire. The statutory duties also include providing emergency help to protect life and to protect property, they also must be able to rescue people in emergency situations such as rescuing from road traffic collisions and cleaning up before other agencies arrive. When fire and rescue personnel are performing their mandated duties, they must attempt to minimise the potential damage to people and property which may be caused by wildfires. The limitations of the fire and rescue service act is that the powers that fire service personnel have do not cover all emergencies this may impact the service of which they provide (UK Parliament 2004)
2.2 Civil Contingencies Act 2004 
The fire and rescue service also must follow the civil contingencies act, which is designed to ensure all services have an efficient emergency plan that is frequently trained to ensure all personnel know how to operate on an incident ground. The first thing on which happens at an incident ground is assess the risks involved and what plans and procedures can be implemented to ensure that all personnel that arrive at the scene are safe and can still work that all personnel that arrive at the scene are safe and can still work to the best of their ability. Another component of the legislation is co-operation between the agencies that are on scene and information sharing. This is a key factor in the legislation as it allows better interagency work as they will be able to share key information to each other, which allows for better response times and will be able to help ensure scene safety and personnel safety. When looking at a wildfire scene, safety would include cordoning off areas and closing nearby roads to ensure that civilians do not interfere (UK Parliament 2004).


3. Strategic Guidance: IRMP and the National Framework 
3.1 Integrated Risk Management Planning 
The national framework requires all fire and rescue services to generate an integrated risk management plan for their local service area which outlines there plans on working with partner agencies in order to reduce the impact of emergency calls on social and commercial buildings and areas. It is indicated that not all vegetation areas burn, and a sizable area of land could be classified as being a low-risk area when deciding the likelihood of wildfires in the area. Local fire and rescue services would likely hold data which would help to analyse the chance of wildfires occurring. There are many risks involved with planning how to manage a wildfire if it were to occur. These risks are infrastructure such as power and communication lines above ground; if damage to these lines occurred it may impact potential response times and evacuation times as communication would be haltered also, planning how to manage risks that could be caused be transport infrastructure as major A roads may need to be closed at wildfires in order to protect civilians and it would also allow for better response times for emergency service personnel (Home Office 2020).     
3.2 National Framework for Fire and Rescue Services
The fire and rescue services national framework has many different areas upon which they have challenges, such as funding. Many services UK-wide are beginning to struggle with finances and they are attempting to maximise their value for money with personnel and equipment by continuing to use appliances which are outdated and limit the number of personnel that are assigned to certain stations. This could cause problems when it comes to wildfires due to limited number of personnel available when the incident call comes and and outdated equipment which may not be the best to use at certain times. Many services struggle due to the fitness of their crews, even though the national framework dictates the fitness standards required. Services struggle to maintain crews' minimum fitness standards, which could impact the response times at a wildfire due to crews needing to carry heavy equipment across a large area (Home Office 2022).    



4. Environmental Protection Legislation and Inter-Agency Working 
4.1 Key Environmental Legislation 
There are two main legislations that are designed to protect the environment and these are the environment act 2021and the wildlife and countryside act 1981. These acts must be taken into consideration when fire and rescue services respond to calls which could impact the environment. Incidents involving flooding, hazardous materials and wildfires are some of the types of incidents upon which the environment may be affected. To reduce the impact crews must perform their duties to the best of their ability whilst also maintaining the environment. If this is not possible then other agencies such as the environment's agency may be asked to attend in order to assist crews with plans which would enable them to reduce the impact (UK Parliament 2021).    
4.2 Impact on Incident Management 
The impact of legislation has on incident management changes at every incident. Some services have policy documents available to read online which outline how these legislations impacts decisions made by the incident commander at incidents. Many services during incidents such as wildfires would limit the use of water use during these incidents due to the limited supply that is available. On an area such as the heathland water supply would be limited as they would have to cover a large area of land with the water carried on appliances as water supply from nearby hydrants would be limited and open water sources would be dry during a drought (Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service 2022). 


5. Ethical and Legal Considerations in Wildfire Response 
Under the fire and rescue service act 2004 fire and rescue personnel must protect life and property. During a wildfire incident if firefighters suspect that people living nearby may be in danger due to the fire they must ask for them to leave to protect themselves, also closing entrances to the area in order to prevent civilians injuring themselves while on a area being controlled by fire and rescue personnel. Also, public health laws must be taken into consideration whilst responding to incidents, if it is believed that potential smoke from the wildfire pose a potential risk to nearby community's health fire and rescue personnel must include this in there planning and may potentially ask other agencies such as police and local council to evacuate the area in order to protect lives. If during a wildfire the fire is spreading into a area which contains vital national infrastructure which may include power lines, water mains and gas mains fire and rescue personnel must attempt to protect the area to the best of their ability (UK Parliament 1981). 



6. Climate Change, Emerging Risks, and Future Preparedness
With the recent change in climate, growing development in wildland areas, unchecked forests and a recent history in fire control being prioritised over implementing hazard prevention systems are having an impact which is now beginning to cause an increase in wildfires (Costas Emmanuel Synolakis, Georgios Marios Karagiannis,2024). With recent climate change legislations such as environment act 2021 are now having a big role within the fire and rescue services planning on how to limit the environmental damage caused by wildfires, fire and rescue services would be less likely to use foam as a form of extinguishing fires as foam can cause damage to the plants and earth due to the chemicals that are used within the foam arent able to breakdown easily and last for many years in the area also, it is highly toxic which if it were to get into open water sources it could damage life within the water. In order to prepare for the future fire and rescue services are beginning to invest heavily into specialist appliances and equipment which are designed specifically for wildfire incidents also, planning and strategies are under review to ensure that future wildfires aren't able to develop quickly and have less of an impact on the environment (National Fire Chiefs Council 2021).


7. Conclusion  
In conclusion, the legislations that the fire and rescue service must adhere to pose a bigger impact upon how they work at all incidents not just wildfires. But with recent struggles with fires on the heathland fire and rescue services will be looking at there plans on how to deal with such incidents, many services are now beginning to respond to these increased numbers by investing in new equipment which will future proof how the incidents are managed. 
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