
Essay plan- Spartacus and the three servile wars


Introduction
· How did the first and second servile wars start
· What was different about Spartacus and “his” revolt? (third servile war)
· Was he actually a leader or a martyr?
· Spartacus and the revolt were pre-hellenistic, what does this mean? And why is it important?
· Political motivations for each war, was there anything different about the third?
· Could it be considered a Proletariat uprising?
[image: ]
Main content
· The First Servile War (135–132 BC) was a slave rebellion brought against the Roman Republic. After some fairly non destructive battles won by the slaves, a large Roman army met them in Sicily and demolished the rebellion
· Led/started by Eunus (of Serian origin) claimed to be a prophet, this helped him gather followers and respect 
· First agitated by slave rebellions on the island of Sicily in Enna
· The final expulsion of the Carthaginians during the Second Punic War, led to there being  many changes in the ownership of land in Sicily. Merchants and investors from Italy hurried to the island. They bought up a lot of the land, at comparatively very low prices, or occupied estates which would have belonged to Sicilians of the Carthaginian party. These were “compensation” for Rome after the execution or abandonment of their owners
· The Romans turned out to be much worse owners to their slaves than the Sicilians were. It was this change in power that prompted the slaves to revolt

· The Second Servile War also took place on the island of Sicily. The war lasted from 104 BC until 100 BC
·  Consul Gaius Marius was recruiting for his eventually successful war against the Cimbri in Cisalpine Gaul. He asked for support from King Nicomedes III of Bithynia near the Roman province of Asia. Additional troops from Rome’s Italian Allies were not supplied due to the claim that contracted Roman tax collectors had enslaved Italians unable to pay their debts. Marius decreed that any allied/friendly Italian should be released if they were in Roman slavery
· Around 800 Italian slaves were released from Sicily 
· frustratingly, many non-Italians who thought they would be released as well, abandoned their masters, incorrectly believing that they had been freed. A rebellion broke out when they were ordered back to their masters by the Governor. A slave by the name of Salvius was following in the footsteps of Eunus, and was elected leader of the rebellion. He assumed the name Tryphon, from Diodotus Tryphon, a Seleucid ruler
· Massive political motivation!
· Tryphon, amassed an army containing thousands of trained and equipped slaves, including 2,000 cavalry and 20,000 infantry, and was joined by a Cilician named Athenion, and his men from the west of Sicily. The Roman consul Manius Aquillius stopped the revolt, with great difficulty.[image: ]
·  All three of the servile wars were fueled by the same slave abuse in Sicily and Southern Italy

· The third servile war began in 73 BC and was supposedly started by the Thracian named Spartacus (add brief summary of his background i.e.wife etc), who led the initial escape from the gladiatorial school that he was forced to attend. He was a revered warrior and quickly gathered forces, taking out any attempt to stop them by the Roman government
· Summary of Crassus in relation to Spartacus and the rest of the Roman government
· Spartacus and other generals of the rebellion managed to gather around 120,000 men, women and children. The able bodied were surprisingly effect in combat, raiding towns and villages as they made their way through Italy, this was the last and largest of the three servile wars
· Also known as the war of Spartacus and the gladiator war (Plutarch)
· The war ended in 71 BC when, the armies of Spartacus launched their full strength against Crassus' legions and were utterly defeated. Trapped by Crassus and two other general’s armis... (expand) 
· Of the survivors, 6,000 or so were crucified along the Appian Way as a message to all the slaves of Italy
· There are discrepancies amongst many as to what became of Spartacus, but the gist is that he was killed at some point at the end of the war most likely in battle or executed

Conclusion
· Each war had a leader, singled out from other leaders of each revolt
· All three started in Sicily 
· The last has been made the most famous by Spartacus and Crassus (rivalry), as well as the overwhelming size of it
· However, I think that the second servile is the most interesting, from a political standpoint. Even though there is much to be said about the Roman government during the time of the last servile war
· All were unsuccessful in overpowering one of the most powerful cities in history
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