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Introduction
Classical criminology theory, with its five key concepts of rationality, hedonism, punishment, human rights, and due process, has been a fundamental framework in understanding criminal behaviour and its impact on society (Burke, 2011). This theory perceives criminal acts as immoral behaviour that weakens the fabric of society and emphasizes the role of punishment as a deterrent and a means of establishing societal norms. Rational choice theory, strongly associated with classical criminology, has significantly influenced the justice system in the United Kingdom, guiding punishment decisions based on a logical assessment of cost versus reward. In this context, evidence-based policing (EBP) has emerged as a crucial approach in shaping effective policing practices. EBP relies on rigorous scientific research and empirical evidence to develop and modify interventions, policies, and procedures, allowing police departments to make data-driven decisions and enhance overall effectiveness while promoting transparency within their operations (Muhlhausen, 2020). This essay explores the key concepts and influence of classical criminology theory, delving into the significance of EBP models like Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) and the Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA) model in addressing crime and its underlying causes. The strengths and limitations of these approaches shed light on their potential in reducing criminal behaviour and shaping law enforcement strategies. Additionally, classical criminology's impact on punishment and prison reform is discussed, highlighting its historical significance and its implications for contemporary criminal justice practices (Dockley, 2019). Overall, classical criminology theory continues to be a cornerstone in the study of crime and the development of effective policing and crime reduction strategies.
[bookmark: _Int_jX6TQtKd]Key Concepts and Influence of Classical Criminology Theory
There are 5 key details for classical criminology, these 5 are rationality, hedonism, punishment, human rights, and due process. The classical theory of crime looks at criminals acts as a type of wrong/immoral behaviour which then has a major impact on society by weakening it. It is believed that punishment is the way to help stop criminals and is a way to provide examples of what will happen if you were to break a law. (Schatz, 2020). Rational choice theory is associated with classical criminology, In the United States of America the justice system is very largely influenced by the classical criminology theory, rational choice theory, meaning that if you make the choice to commit a certain crime then it only makes sense for you to be punished out of logical judgment of cost versus reward. (Major criminology theories and how they affect policy, 2022)
How evidence is used to underpin and develop policing practice
Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) relies on the use of rigorous scientific research and empirical evidence to shape policing practices (Sherman, 1999). By identifying, evaluating, and applying existing research studies and best practices, EBP ensures that policing strategies are rooted in reliable evidence rather than assumptions or tradition. This evidence is used to develop and modify interventions, policies, and procedures, aiming to address specific crime or community problems effectively. Additionally, evidence is crucial in evaluating the impact of policing practices, allowing for data-driven adjustments and improvements. By embracing an evidence-based approach, police departments strive to enhance decision-making, maximize effectiveness, and promote transparency within their operations.
Describe how evidenced based policing uses evidence to define the effectiveness of ongoing practice
To assess and define the efficacy of ongoing policing practises, evidence-based policing (EBP) relies on the systematic and meticulous application of evidence. Law enforcement organisations can evaluate the results of their interventions and strategies with objectivity thanks to EBP's data collection and analysis techniques (Boulton et al., 2021). This evidence-based methodology aids in identifying the practises that successfully lower crime and improve community safety, as well as those that may need to be changed or abandoned. EBP offers insightful information about what works and what does not by assessing the effects of various initiatives, enabling police departments to allocate resources more wisely and make well-informed decisions. The use of evidence in determining the efficacy of ongoing practise promotes data-driven decision-making within law enforcement, ensuring that policing strategies remain effective and relevant in addressing the constantly changing challenges of crime and public safety.
Evaluate the importance of using evidence to support decision-making.
[bookmark: _Int_59prD7qX]Making decisions based on evidence is crucial when it comes to policing. To ensure that their strategies, operations, and resource allocation are successful in combating crime and upholding public safety, police departments rely on evidence to guide these decisions. UK police can pinpoint trends, patterns, and the underlying causes of criminal behaviour by using rigorous scientific research, data analysis, and empirical evidence. This gives them the information they need to create proactive and targeted interventions. Police can focus on high-impact areas, prioritise their efforts, and customise their responses to meet the needs of the community with the aid of evidence. Furthermore, since decisions can be supported by and evaluated considering unbiased data, evidence-based policing encourages transparency and accountability. This strategy fosters public confidence in the police force while also improving the effectiveness and efficiency of law enforcement. By adopting evidence-based practises, the UK police are better able to learn from their experiences and develop new tactics that better meet the shifting needs of the communities they serve as well as the changing nature of crime. In the end, evidence-based decision-making equips UK police with the knowledge they need to make decisions that result in safer communities and a more responsive and effective justice system.
Problem oriented policing 
Problem – oriented policing (POP) which is also known as problem solving policing is a method used to reduce crime and disorder by finding out the identity /cause of the problem, thorough research into the problem to gain better knowledge allowing us to understand the problem, A development of a tailored response and an assessment of what the effect are due to the response. (j et al., 2020) This is an approach to help develop the targeted interventions instead of the problem itself. This approach can be applied to any crime and disorder problem. It should never be viewed as another option to interventions in the crime reduction toolkit but can be used with them as a joined action (j et al., 2020). Problem oriented policing is described in a similar context to SARA (Scanning, analysis, response, assessment) model of problem solving. This model assumes that by understanding and helping identify those who are the root of the problem or conditions that are enabling it to persist because of this the solution will be able to be developed and will tackle it effectively (j et al., 2020). There is evidence to show that POP has reduced level of general offending, meta-analysis had found out that POP led to a small but impactful effect on crime and disorder compared to business-as-usual policing, it suggested that POP was the reason of why there was a 33.8% reduction of crime and disorder (j et al., 2020). 
SARA model
[bookmark: _Int_BrOV0iwy][bookmark: _Int_st4O05sg]The SARA model has 4 stages. Scanning - which is identifying and prioritising of the potential crimes and disorder problems. Analysis - which has a potential of problems by gathering information and intelligence to help identify those who are the underlying cause of the many problems. Response – This is the development and implementation of tailored activates that are used to address the causes of the problem which is normally identified in the analysis phase. Assessment – The measurement of the impact is the response to test if it ever had the desired effect and to make changes to the required response (j et al., 2020). The SARA uses a logical sequence to process, but in practice the good problem solving is not often linear, Analysis could lead to redefinitions of what the problems is and a way of retuning it too scanning. Responses could be in need of changes that call for more analyses. These assessments are an indication of a problem that still remains which then suggests that the process will need to start again (j et al., 2020). When working with the SARA model you need to treat the different elements as a type of fluid. You need to be willing to revisit the earlier stages as an added information emerges and medications are then required but there is a requirement that needs to be met before you can move through the other stages of SARA (j et al., 2020).
The strengths and limitations of POP/SARA
Problem-oriented policing (POP), also known as problem-solving policing, has several strengths and limitations. One strength is its emphasis on understanding the root causes of problems through thorough research (Weisburd, 2008), which allows for the development of tailored responses. POP's targeted interventions have been shown to have a small but impactful effect on reducing crime and disorder compared to traditional policing methods. Another strength is the integration of the SARA model (Weisburd, 2008), which provides a logical sequence for problem-solving. However, POP also has limitations. It can be resource-intensive and time-consuming, requiring significant investments and expertise. Additionally, the nonlinear nature of problem-solving means that redefining problems and adjusting responses may be necessary. Despite these limitations, when used in conjunction with other interventions, POP can be a valuable approach for addressing crime and disorder by targeting the underlying causes rather than just the symptoms.
Classical Criminology and its Influence on Punishment and Prison Reform 
[bookmark: _Int_8qvJaHwe]The use of capital punishment, torture and corporal punishment has declined. Beccaria and Bentham both do not believe in the death penalty, but Betham did argue that it should be used in cases such as murder (Ltd, 2013). The second half of the 18th and 19 centuries did also see a growth in the establishment in the growth of the prison. Since a major system of punishment is prison, they wanted prison to not hurt the body but to punish the mind and should of those who were locked away for the crimes they committed, and this is a key to changing a person's outlook and views of their criminal behaviour (Ltd, 2013) There are many classical ideas that are very useful in the modern society (Ltd, 2013) and these demonstrate the advantages of the theory. has to offer. Deterrence is still going on in all judicial systems and has underpinned the principles of the first commissioners of Sir Robert Peel. Prisons are also now used as a major deterrent, and they try to reduce crime rates. However, a significant weakness of the classical school of criminology is the idea derived from classical school criminology is that the idea derived from classical thinking that all criminals are rational is not generalisable to the entire population and is not entirely valid (Ltd, 2013), due to the fact that biological factors may prevent someone from thinking rationally and acting rationally (Ltd, 2013). As a result, it's not the individuals choice because they were born that way; therefore, there is a chance that they could “lack the ability to make a rational decision due to a mental illness such as schizophrenia” (Ltd, 2013) They may be disoriented or could be drugged and that would then take an effect on the brain, affecting how the brain functions and as a result of this, any behaviours, causing an Individual to become irrational, “furthermore, if people act in accordance with rationality and logic” (Ltd, 2013). Evidence based policing biggest advantage is that by applying evidence-based policing police can now base their choices on a more established and proven method of investigation (Alfredo, 2020). They can build on the correct existing evidence and advance procedures by using innovations based on the practical experience of police officers (Alfredo, 2020). The main disadvantage to evidence-based policing is that polices and procedures are only as good as the research itself is. In most cases, the researchers may not be sufficiently clear with their hypotheses, data collection, methods, and testing procedures (Alfredo, 2020). If any of these are faulty, the convulsions are derived from that the research could be unreliable, furthermore, most police officers could lack an understanding knowledge of research methods to properly implement these tactics / strategies (Alfredo, 2020). Finally, simply adding the term “evidence based” to any policy decisions could have an impact on the community by misleading them into believing that the best policies currently in place and the most effective ones (Alfredo, 2020). 

Conclusion
In conclusion, the introduction provides an overview of classical criminology theory and its five key concepts, highlighting its significance in understanding criminal behaviour and its impact on society. The influence of rational choice theory on the justice system, especially in the United Kingdom, emphasizes the logical assessment of cost versus reward in punishment decisions. Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) emerges as a vital approach to shaping effective policing practices by utilizing rigorous scientific research and empirical evidence. The essay explores the significance of EBP models like Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) and the SARA model in addressing crime and its underlying causes, as well as their strengths and limitations. Additionally, the classical criminology's impact on punishment and prison reform is discussed, shedding light on its historical significance and implications for contemporary criminal justice practices. Classical criminology theory remains a cornerstone in the study of crime and the development of effective policing and crime reduction strategies. By utilizing evidence-based approaches and data-driven decision-making, law enforcement in the UK can better address criminal behaviour, ensure public safety, and foster public trust in their efforts to create safer communities.
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