Reflective Statement
Joshua Douglass 

Candide – Voltaire 

In reflection of this project I was given the book Candide by Voltaire and as a response produced a 60 second .MOV file. Inspired from the thought of the Garden of Eden and the idea of a perfect and visually immaculate garden image. I wanted to use video to incorporate the movement of Candide himself as if he was the one immersing in the ideal garden visual. This inspired me in a way to think of artists who strive to create a perfect visual in their mind, almost something that is unreachable but nonetheless try their best to grasp whatever it may be to them. 
Through researching for this project I took inspiration from ‘The Garden of Eden’ itself through biblical meanings: The Garden of Eden, also called Paradise, is the biblical "garden of God" described in the Book of Genesis and the Book of Ezekiel. Genesis 13:10 refers to the "garden of God", and the "trees of the garden" are mentioned in Ezekiel 31. 
The Paradise by Roelandt Jacobsz, a visual representation of an ideal or perfect looking visual. I used this as inspiration for me as when I visualised the Garden of Eden I pictured something similar. 
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My final research point was “The Garden of Eden’ by Thomas Cole. Compared to Roelandt Jacobsz representation of the same thing I felt that Cole allows for a more vacant and empty appearance of the garden was what I wanted to pursue within my own work. Through the eyes of Candide. 
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For my moving image footage, I visited the Nation Botanical Gardens of Wales which allowed me to capture more exotic and edenic plants and flowers. I chose this location due to the time of year, unfortunately during winter plants and flowers are dead and bare, I wanted somewhere that would allow me to find plants that thrive in warmer temperatures. I captured immersive clips of plants and flowers that would symbolise that of the Garden of Eden or the perfect garden. I also chose to transition my video with footage from a bare and vacant garden towards the end to symbolise the cycle of Candide. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In reflection to this, I fell that although my idea was successful in terms of the footage I had hoped to capture I would have much preferred to experiment with this idea during a warmer season where the plants and flowers are very much in full bloom and lighting conditions may appear a lot warmer allowing for a more immersive summer feel. I believe that if I had more time to experiment with this I would have created a more extensive piece of work. However, winter season was the issue here with timing. I am pleased with the work I was able to produce revolving the Botanical Gardens, I would like to experiment further during summer months to see the potential outcomes I am able to create. 
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