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Select a number of personal characteristics that influence children’s behaviour and demonstrate a range of practical interventions devised to promote positive behaviour in the classroom.
Within this essay the writer is going to discuss how children’s behaviour can be influenced by both internal and external factors.  Social interaction starts from when a baby is born and continues through to adulthood.  However, children who suffer with communication difficulties can find it more difficult to cope with social situations.  Child A who the writer will be discussing has a speech, language and communication delay.  Communication and behaviour can be inter linked with each other with the breakdown of being understood and the frustration to express themselves.  The University Health Board Speech and language therapists (No date) said that “Approximately 50% of children with speech, language and communication impairments will present with behavioural difficulties”.  The writer will help you to understand the importance of applying appropriate interventions for children so that they have access to a more structured learning environment therefore engaging the child in their learning to reach their full potential illuminating the chance of bad behaviour.  Policies are put in place so that there is a consistent approach to reinforcing positive behaviour within the school and dealing with any behaviour issues.

All children show various signs of behaviour. It can start by trying to gain attention or testing boundaries to see what they can do or not do.  By children learning to control their temper as they grow older they can negotiate and learn to share and follow rules but for some children unfortunately this is not always the case. There are many numerous factors that can affect behaviour, some examples are frustration, looking for attention, no social interaction, aggression and the ability to cope with day to day routines.  Not being able to communicate could lead to the child having difficulties with making friends and becoming withdrawn which could end in the child being bullied. 
Teachers having skills to understand and find strategies that suit individual children with specific learning needs can have a positive impact on the outcome with dealing with children’s behaviour.  Having a well-managed classroom with structure and rules enables children to have a more positive learning environment.

Children’s behaviour can be influenced by internal and external factors.  Both these factors can influence a child’s ability to learn and become a social member within the school, which can therefore lead onto the child suffering behavioural problems.    Internal factors are more long term and include learning, development and cognitive difficulties.  These can affect the child’s learning, and a knock-on effect to behaviour which is why the importance of finding an appropriate intervention to enable the child to interact and have opportunities to overcome difficulties in their learning. 
External factors are more the child’s close environment such as poverty, abuse, family bereavement or breakdowns and moving schools or home. this could be more short term affecting the behaviour but may be able to be controlled hopefully finding ways of supporting the child to minimise the extent of damage to the child’s welfare.  

As mentioned by the Communication Trust (No date) “speech, language and communication delays are foundation skills for life.  They form the basis of children’s learning, literacy, social and emotional development”.  It is vital that children have every opportunity to fulfil these needs to build their social skills.  Child A has just turned five and is in reception class. The child has a severe speech and language delay which is an internal factor.  Child A was previously in a welsh stream school as this was the only school in the catchment area.  The parents decided to move Child A out of county to attend an English stream class as they were concerned about the impact of learning the welsh language, with such delayed speech.  This entails a bus journey of twenty-five minutes each way.  There is a member of staff who travels on the bus luckily as the child can become agitated and will try to leave their seat, this would prove a problem if the driver was on his own.
The Educational Psychologists assessment has shown that the speech is that of a 2-year-old and has an attention span of a 12-24-month-old.  The report was sent on from the previous school which has shown that the child has been having problems since the start of school. The developmental delays are having a massive impact on the skills that are needed for the child to cope within the school socially and academically. This is causing the child to become very frustrated.  Within the family there is a younger sibling who has autism and attends an autistic unit, there are also twins who are two years old.   Seeing behavioural problems from a sibling at home is not reinforcing the good behaviour that he experiences by peers within the class causing confusion for them.  Child A has settled into the new school but is experiencing many difficulties working and playing alongside other children.  Child A can be disruptive to the other children within the classroom shouting and calling out and often becoming aggressive, through frustration of the other children not understanding them and not having their own way with what they want to do. Transition between activities has become a problem so it is vital that the class tries to stick to a routine to minimise any extra unwanted behaviour. Once the child is on task with a member of staff then the child will become focused and complete the work but if they do not want to do something then a temper tantrum can happen screaming no, crossing their arms and stamping their feet.  Boundaries are being set so the child knows that the behaviour is   unacceptable using a time out method.  Explaining to the child what the unacceptable behaviour is needs to be said in a simple sentence for the child to understand and process what is being said to them.  If child A has upset or hit another child, it must be dealt with straight away unless it is very hard for the child to understand what they have done wrong later.
From observation Child A’s behaviour changes for the worse when playing out on the yard.  This could be down to not having as much structure and more of a free rein to play.  Running around chasing other children and pushing them.   Constant supervision is needed to oversee that any games they play, they are being respectful to the other children, so the child can continue to be inclusive with their peers.
 
The longer Child A has been in school staff are becoming more aware of understanding the conditions that can affect their bad behaviour.  Being able to identify situations where the child could possibly lash out at another child, staff are able to step in and take control of the situation, eliminating distress to the children involved. A member of staff is continuously with the child so that the behaviour is being observed and does not go unnoticed.

Child A had weekly speech therapy sessions in their old school.  Before the child started the new school, a referral was sent to speech therapy so that the school were prepared and ready for the child starting.  Unfortunately, a letter came back stating that as the child’s home address was out of county they were unable to provide the child with any speech and language therapy.  This came as a shock and the fact that this child will not be able to have the intervention that they should be entitled to.  After approaching the therapist who comes into the school to work with other children she feels very disheartened about the decision but is unable to offer any time as the decision was made by county. Luckily, she has given some ideas and ways to work with the child, but this is such an unfair decision when this child is at a disadvantage with the extra trained support that they should be entitled to.  The parents have been approached and asked if they can try to arrange speech therapy within their county which will have to be done afterschool.  This again proves a problem as the parents are concerned how they are going to be able to support and transport the child to the nearest therapist as they live thirty minutes away.  The school will continue to give one to one sessions of extra language support daily with the teaching assistants who luckily have completed their Elklan and Makaton training and one member of staff sits in with the speech therapist on a weekly basis with a child with downs syndrome who is on a very similar level of speech ability so with the knowledge of this they are able to build a small programme of activities to complete with child A that will enhance the speech and communication needs.  Makaton sign language is used with another child in the class, so this has also started to be introduced to the child.  This will give a visual memory giving longer to process the information than a spoken word.  Basic signs are being taught to the whole class so that the children can start to communicate with each other through signing.
The school and parents are working together trying to identify ways of helping Child A’s behaviour with new ways of communication and understanding.   It is important that everyone works together both at home and in school, so the same boundaries and consequences are set causing less distress to the child and knowing the expectations, therefore giving the child role models that they can observe and copy.  
It was recommended to the school that a Visual timetable could be introduced to help with transition between different activities and structure throughout the day.  By following this the child can begin to understand and have time to process the routine of the day and what is going to happen next.  Not only does it offer consistency in their day, but it also helps their language when the day ahead is discussed with the child.  Although the timetable does work within the class there are times when activities have to be moved around, if things do get changed then the staff try to keep as little disruption to the child’s routine as possible. 
Encouraging the child to use gestures of pointing and showing what they want can be an easier form of communication and cause less distress and frustration to the child.  Modelling the words to them after of what it was they wanted will boost their understanding and vocabulary.  

Within the school setting there is a positive behaviour policy in place which coincides with the behaviour policy. The policy is shared with staff, governors and parents and displayed on the school website. The aims of the policy are designed to support everyone within the school to promote good positive behaviour and treat all pupils fairly, using strategies to deal with behaviour issues. This enables all staff to enforce the school rules and to give the children a safe and positive learning environment.  
The school rewards good behaviour with golden time this is where all pupils are given a 30 minute of free choice play on a Friday afternoon.  Throughout the week if any child has needed to be disciplined then minutes are taken off the golden time chart.  This works well for the older children but unfortunately with the younger children and particularly Child A they do not understand the impact of maybe being naughty on a Monday but then being punished at the end of the week for it.  Child A has such a limited understanding that when they are misbehaving they need to be spoken to immediately in a simple and clear manor for their understanding. So therefore, golden time is not a suitable reward or punishment for all the children.  
Although there are classroom rules in place with the expectations of behaviour which the children follow, Child A hasn’t got the understanding to abide by them and needs to be reminded on a regular basis when their behaviour is unacceptable.  Being consistent with the punishments and letting the child have time out from an activity will help Child A realise that the behaviour will not be tolerated.  
Praising the children promotes positive behaviour and helps the child to become more aware of the teacher being pleased with their behaviour, building a good teacher and child relationship. The children within the school are also encouraged to praise each other which motivates a child’s self-esteem.  
Stickers have become a good positive reward for Child A as this is a visual praise and they are very proud and show their peers the sticker they have chosen building their self-esteem, having a positive effect on their social behaviour.

To conclude from experiencing the effect that a speech and language delay can have on behaviour, highlights the importance of having interventions in place so the child can feel more at ease with their communication with the people around them.  Children with language delay need language modelled to them, with mistakes not being corrected but the words or sentence modelled correctly.  Being able to offer children with communication difficulties the support they need as soon as a problem has been identified can minimise the long-term effect on their learning experiences and behaviour.  However, children are not always given the support they need as it has been proven in this essay where Child A is missing out on the speech therapy that they should be entitled to within the school setting.  
Offering child A an alternative way of communicating, and staff having the right appropriate training with elklan and makaton, can give confidence to both staff and the child.  Helping them to deliver a more structured and effective intervention and setting targets for the future.  It will also benefit staff to be able to help and identify other children with behaviour, communication and language needs in the future. There has been an improvement with the behaviour from intervention strategies which have been introduced and implemented so the child is more focused and settled knowing their boundaries and routines.  Although at present a member of staff is working on a one to one basis with the child due to the needs of the child.  This in theory works very well for the one child but there are then twenty-seven other children who also need support in some areas and are not receiving it due to not enough teaching assistants in the school through lack of funding. 
 Knowing that the child can process information using a more visual multisensory approach such as hand gestures, makaton and stickers benefits the child and the way the teaching staff are able to promote good behaviour and offer a more positive teaching plan. The writer believes that building a foundation of trust and having a good child teacher relationship helps for the child to respect them and will have a better chance of wanting to please the teacher with positive behaviour.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Children need good behaviour modelled to them from an early age for their emotional, social and personal development to be supported, and offering a positive learning environment will enhance their understanding of the expected behaviour associated with the school and home life. The importance of children feeling safe and confident in their setting helps for them to establish standards and know their boundaries and what is expected of them. Kids health (no date) “What experts call "behavior management" is not about punishing or demoralizing your child. Instead, it's a way to set boundaries and communicate expectations in a nurturing, loving way”.   From this children can start to learn right from wrong and have consistent discipline in place.  












References

Kids Health (No date) Disciplining your child. http://kidshealth.org/en/parents/discipline-special.html (Accessed: 1st December 2017)
School A (2017) Behaviour Policy
School A (2017) Educational Psychologists report 
The Communication Trust (No date) Beyond Measure.  http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/media/382086/tct_beyondmeasure.pdf (Accessed: 31st December 2017)
University Health Board (2017) Speech and language Therapy Services wales. http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/863/page/54322 (Accessed: 4th December 2017)


1

