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Working title: Social reactions and perceptions of the rise of Christianity under Constantine the Great through to the end of the fourth century.

Abstract: 
Religion is an integral part of society and in modern day there are large groups that have an individual religious identity. This was not untrue of the early centuries AD, and come the third century AD religious identity was important to the people of the Roman Empire, especially with fractions of Religion, such as Christianity. After years of persecutions throughout the first three centuries of the Roman Empire, the Edict of Toleration in 311 AD proved to be one of the most important documents that would play a fundamental role in the history of Christianity. (Hyde 1970: 183). It was under Constantine the Great, who rose to power in early fourth century AD that the roman empire saw an upheaval in the way that religion was viewed, and how Christianity was perceived. (Elliot 1996: 1) 

This research aims to show, with reference to key ancient authors, how attitudes towards religion and Christianity changed throughout the fourth century. In order to do this, authors from before, during and after Constantine’s reign will be looked at and analysed to see what is said of religion and Christianity (Eusibius, EH). In looking at Constantine as an Emperor, his political role will be considered, and what this would mean for laws that would be implemented (Elliot 1996: 97 – 115), throughout this it will be determined how closely linked religion and politics are. What will be closely analysed will be the impact of the changes made through the century and what society was like heading into the fifth century. 


Plan: 
(1000 words) Introduction: Constantine and the Sources. 
Aim: to convey methodologies, arguments and controversies within the study of the topic of religion. 
Introduction of main sources. 
What is being shown through this research, what is trying to be proven? 
	The shift in religion throughout the fourth century was attributed to Constantine, but why did he do this? (Elliot 1996: 1) What motives are behind the shift to Christianity- Constantine’s background, how was he raised and what influence might this have? 
	Constantine’s mother, although some disputes, is largely considered to be Catholic. (Elliot 1996: 18)

(2,000 words) Chapter 1: The religions of the Roman Empire in the first three centuries.
Aim: Introduction to early Christianity pre-dating the first ecumenical council in 325 AD. (Hyde 1970: 200) 
Focusing on what the religious atmosphere was like in and around the Roman Empire at the time, with emphasis on Pagans and Christians.
Looking at earlier problems: 
 Pliny’s letter to Trajan, and what this meant for the church. 
	Trajan acting kindly towards the church. (Hyde 1970: 171)
 Nero’s persecution of the Christians. (Hyde: 1970: 170) 
	Why did this happen? 
Marcus Aurelius and his acts towards the Christians; evidence that Christians were very much the ‘other’ and that it was engrained within him. (Hyde 1970: 171) Why was this engrained, where does the problem stem from, what evidence is there of this in the texts? 
Decius and his persecution against the Christians in 250 AD, the worst evidence of persecution in the early centuries. (Hyde 1970: 176 – 177). 
Last persecution under Diocletian. (Hyde 1970: 179). 
Why were the Christians seen as a scapegoat, and what literary evidence is there for this? 

(2,000 words) Chapter 2: The edict of Tolerance and legalisation of Christianity.
Aim: What did the edict of Tolerance do and why is it considered so important?
What does the Edict say? 
The Edict of Tolerance meant that people could openly practice Christianity. (Hyde: 183). 
Why was Christianity illegal before this point? 
	How was the religion perceived by people not partaking in religion? 

(2,000 words) Chapter 3: Social tensions in the fourth century as a result of the change in religion. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Aim: Did the abrupt change in laws towards Christianity cause untoward issues within and throughout other religions? What was society like? 
Pagans became increasingly restricted by the government before the latter part of the fourth century. (Lee 2000:111) 
Jones in his essay states that the social and religious change happened around the same time, in which people from lower classes were more fairly represented than in previous years. (Jones 1963: 37). 
How did people react to Christianity being legalised and being tolerated by the masses? What did this mean for this mean for different social classes? 

(2,000 words) Chapter 4: The role of politics within a religious order.
Aim: Can politics and religion coexist independently? – study of Constantine as Emperor and Pontifex Maximus in overlapping ideologies. (Hyde 1970: 194) 
What was Constantine like within his politics? 
	Would political background affect him during the time that he was Emperor? 
Church was clearly documented in laws. (Elliot 1996: 99)


(1,000 words) Conclusion: Was the role of Christianity ultimately a positive or negative one come the end of the fourth century AD?
Aim: Were the reactions around the Empire to the abrupt change in religious ideology warranted? What changed throughout the century and how?
What did Constantine do and for who – what could be considered for the people, and what could be considered personal gain? 
(Once research progresses this will hopefully become clearer). 

10,000-word dissertation. 
9,000 min/ 11,000 max (Inc. Footnotes, exc. Bibliography)

Word Count: 875.
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