AHHI6012 Imaging the City: The Urban Experience, 1851–Present
Week 8. Berlin: Cold War City
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Disused Trabant with Weinhaus Huth, Potsdamer Platz in background
Lectures summary:
This week’s lectures concentrate on Berlin, the frontline of the Cold War. The division of the city after the Second World War will be summarised, as will the circumstances which led to the construction – and ultimate fall – of the Berlin Wall in 1961. In particular, we examine artistic responses to living in a separated city by residents of East and West Berlin.
	The Tuesday lecture provides an overview of Berlin’s history. Berlin’s connectedness to successive Prussian, German and Nazi empires is outlined, as are the different stamps these left on the built environment of the city. Here, attention will also be drawn to the city during the Weimar Republic, interwar period, before shifting to the week’s main theme: the Cold War. Key geopolitical events like the Battle of Berlin, the Berlin Airlift, and famous speeches by John F Kennedy and Ronald Reagan will be highlighted, with a brief sketch of the fall of the Berlin Wall also given. All this provides a backdrop to a closer examination of life in the divided city. Places and institutions such as the U-Bahn, Potsdamer Platz, Karl Marx Allee, Kurfürstendam, Alexanderplatz and the Palace of the Republic will be discussed with the aim of illuminating the architecture and culture of the two Berlins. A running theme throughout will be the ongoing, and contested, legacies of the Cold War in contemporary Berlin.
	Thursday elaborates our discussion of the Cold War city through in-depth analyses of literature and music made either side of the wall. First, we will discuss Christa Wolf’s story What Remains as a representation of East Berlin under the German Democratic Republic, before juxtaposing this with a selection of works made by David Bowie circa his ‘Berlin period’ (1976–1979). Here, the peculiar status of Seventies Berlin will be discussed, with reference made to the German Autumn of 1977.   

Required reading and other preparation:
Monday
· Andrew Henderson, ‘Mapping Divided Berlin: The Politics of Under- and Over-Representation,’ The Yale Review of International Studies, Vol. 3, No. 2 (Spring 2013), pp. 17–25. Note file contains extra pages. Colour version available here: http://yris.yira.org/essays/954#_edn51.
Friday
· Songs from David Bowie’s ‘Berlin period’ – see ‘preparing for the lectures’ below for more precise instructions.
Recommended background reading:
· Rory MacLean, ‘David Bowie and “Heroes,”’ Berlin: Imagine a City (London: Wiedenfeld & Nicholson, 2014), pp. 331–347.
· Christa Wolf, ‘What Remains’ in What Remains and Other Stories (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995), pp. 231–295. For an impression of life in East Berlin during the Cold War.

Preparing for the lectures:
The required preparation divides into two parts. For the Tuesday class, students are asked to read an essay on the history of maps in divided Berlin. The essay was actually written by an undergraduate for a Yale University prize so students should be empathetic and forgiving if they detect any weaknesses in its prose(!). The essay will structure an in-class discussion of the maps. 
	For Friday, students are asked to familiarise themselves, and respond to, a set of musical examples from David Bowie’s ‘Berlin period.’ A short essay by Rory MacLean, a onetime associate of Bowie, is assigned as background reading and offers a neat introduction to the topic for the uninitiated. Bowie made three albums while living in Berlin – Low, “Heroes” and Lodger – which to varying degrees comment on the city. A file on Moodle highlights musical examples for students to listen to in advance of the Friday class. These will form the basis of our in-class discussion.   

Questions to consider:
Henderson, ‘Mapping Divided Berlin’
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What insights might maps of East and West Berlin might shed on life in the Cold War city? Can you get a sense of what the experience of living in a divided city might have been like from looking at different maps? What were some of the practical considerations that a Berliner might have had to take into account when navigating the city? How was transport infrastructure effected by the construction of the Berlin Wall?

· What insights does Henderson suggest that mapmaking practices in East and West Berlin might shed on their respective societies? Did social or political factors motivate the manner in which different maps represented divided Berlin, and if so in what ways? Did the mapping of Berlin remain static or did it change over the course of the Cold War? 

Bowie
· Bowie once said that “wherever I am, I’ll be that city for the time I’m there and a few months afterwards.” Do the music and images of Bowie’s time in the city suggest this was the case with Berlin? If so, how, why and in which particular examples?

· What insights might Bowie’s music offer into the history and culture of Berlin?

· In what ways might music be an important, insightful way of representing cities? How might even wordless compositions evoke the urban experience?

· Can you think of any examples of musicians or pieces of music which you find evocative of a particular city?
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Select Filmography
The Architects. Directed by Peter Kahane (German Democratic Republic, 1990). 
B-Movie: Lust & Sound in West Berlin 1979–1989. Directed by Klaus Maeck, Jörg A. Hoppe and Heiko Lange (Germany, 2015).
Cabaret. Directed by Bob Fosse (USA, 1972).
Christiane F. – We Children from Bahnhof Zoo. Directed by Uli Edel (Federal Republic of Germany, 1981).
Divided Heaven. Directed by Konrad Wolf (German Democratic Republic, 1964). Good Bye, Lenin! Directed by Wolfgang Becker (Germany, 2004).
Just a Gigolo. Directed by David Hemmings (Federal Republic of Germany, 1978).
Run Lola Run. Directed by Tom Tykwer (Germany, 1998).
Select Discography
David Bowie’s ‘Berlin Trilogy’ albums: Low (1977), “Heroes” (1979), Lodger (1979). Plus The Next Day (2013).
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