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Is the term ‘Terrorism’ used in the correct manner in modern day society or is it just merely a word that is just too casually assumed? Within this essay the use of the term ‘Terrorism’ will be closely analysed. Within this essay research has also been conducted into the IRA (Irish Republican Army) to link together their ideology, methods and structure and to show how this group could be termed as ‘Terrorists’. Another aim of this essay is to provide proof of an argument whilst considering both sides as to whether the groups actions and any previous attack could concur to them being deemed as ‘Terrorists’. The term ‘terrorism’ is known for being hard to define as there are so many different stances on what is morally right and wrong when it comes to acts that are committed. (Teichman, 1989) Another reason that it is so hard for terrorism to be defined is that each case is different as the motives, methods and the targets usually vary. (Clarke, 2009) However, there are many different perspectives on what is perceived to be the true definition of terrorism for example there are politically inclined views towards it as well as organisations such as the CIA and other government bodies that have their own outlook on the subject. An example set out by the UK Government of what is perceived to be terrorism under the ‘Terrorism Act 2000’ is that it is the use or threat of an action that would involve violence or harm against a person or serious damage to property. The action of endangering a person's life other than the perpetrators own life is also classed as terrorism. Another action that they class as terrorism is posing a serious risk to the health and safety of innocent members of the public. The term is also used to describe the act of someone severely interfering/ tampering with an electronic device. The previously mentioned actions will be deemed as terrorism if they were conducted with the purpose of influencing the Government, intimidating the public or with the purpose of enhancing a racial, political, Ideological or religious cause. (GOV, UK, 2000)
To begin with, the IRA (Irish Republican Army) are a well-recognised terrorist group that were formed in 1919 as a follow up of the Irish Volunteers which was a nationalist militant organization created in 1913. Their purpose was to stop the British rule in Northern Ireland with the use of Armed Forces to fight for a unified republic and independence. (Arthur, Cowell- Meyers, 2019) Since 1919 the group has been split up into different factions numerous times. The very first time they split was in 1921 after the Anglo- Irish Treaty which saw supporters of the treaty establishing the National Army of the Irish Free State of the Commonwealth (Pro- Treaty IRA) and the remaining persons who did not support were the Irish Republican Army of the anti- treaty forces. The two factions clashed during the Irish Civil War which took place between 1922 and 1923. The war led to the Pro-Treaty becoming victorious which then increased the strength of the Irish Free State. (The Institute, 2016) This however was not the end for the IRA as they proceeded to carry on their operations underground for the next forty years. During this time one operation that they carried out stood out very prominently and this was the ‘Border Campaign’ that run between 1956 and 1962. The anti-treaty IRA again split in 1969 into the official and provisional sides of the IRA. The provisional IRA took a very left winged approach to the political agenda and the Official IRA Marxist orientation. After a Couple of years, the Official IRA called for a ceasefire in 1972.  From 1972 onwards it was officially no longer functioning as a parliamentary organisation. However, they only decommissioned their weapons in 2010. Those remaining members who were not happy with this decision then decided to form other groups such as the ‘The Real IRA’ and ‘The Continuity IRA’. The real IRA would then go on to be responsible for the Omagh bombings which took the lives of 29 people and was the deadliest lone attack throughout all the troubles. (Gaston, 2013) 
The IRA were mostly driven by their ideologies around Religion, Marxism, Socialism and Nationalism. The vast majority of the members of the IRA were Catholics. However, in 1922 the number of protestants were much larger than the number of Catholics with there being around one million Catholics and only around five hundred thousand protestants. (Study corgi, 2020) The long battle with Catholics being discriminated against in Ireland when it came to housing and employment etc led to Catholics becoming strongly against any socio- economic deprivation which then strongly played a factor in why many Catholics became members of the IRA as they believed it was a way to make a change to the way that they were being ‘unfairly treated.’ The IRA defended the Catholics against the prejudice as most of them were widely perceived as being republican. (The National Archives, 2021) A main Ideology of the IRA was their clear inclination towards the republican's way of life. Members of the IRA strongly supported the push on cultural and political nationalism. The definition of nationalism is the ideology based on the assumption of a person’s allegiance and devotion to a group formed by a community that all have the same beliefs and intent. In the case of the IRA, they wanted to separate themselves from being under British rule by being in control of creating and implementing its own rules and keeping the language that is spoken to predominantly Gaelic. (Kohn, 2020) Another ideology of the IRA was socialism where they believed that conflict between social classes were to blame for national struggle. The IRA played favouritism towards the working class of Ireland. (English, 1994) A definition of socialism is when the economic and social doctrine wants public access to natural resources or property that are normally privately owned or run. In the view of a socialist people do not live or work in isolation but instead cooperate and mix/help one another. Following this view that things should be shared anything that someone has helped produce then they believe that they should have a share in it. In short socialists believe that people should own property etc for the benefit of all its members in the community. Some socialists even go as far as believing that mostly everything apart from personal belongings such as clothes should be shared with the rest of the general public. The leaders of the IRA were very much in favour of most of the socialist values as they showed a means of supporting the working-class families of Ireland. Socialism is also perceived as being very strongly implemented in a left winged society such as the one the IRA were trying to create. (Dagger, Ball, 2021) 
Another ideology that played a factor in the IRA’s actions was Marxism. Marxism is a body of doctrine that was originated in the mid 19th century by Karl Marx. Karl Marx was the main contributor, however, a man called Friedrich Engels also contributed to the subject as well. Marxism shows reference to the hardships of the different classes and calls for the removal of all classes to help promote and create equality and fairness amongst the people. Marxism was more predominantly present in 1969 when the Official IRA were very open about being Marxist. (McLellan, Chambre, 2020) 
The original main motives and goals of the IRA all resonated with the target of reunifying Ireland and taking back the control of Ireland by ending the British rule. The IRA had the political assistance and support of Sinn Fein a political party that’s name translates to “Ourselves alone”. Even though Sinn Fein was in fact a registered party in Ireland since 1900 when created by Arthur Griffith it was not until 1974 that found themselves not banned by the United Kingdom. The reason for them being banned by the UK in the first place was because people thought that most of its leaders were members of the IRA. The party was used for money to fund the IRA, they also provided a means of getting propaganda out into the public and gave the IRA a voice through them. (Britannica, 2021) 
After the split in 1969 the two different branches of the IRA took on two different tactics to achieve their goals. The Provisional IRA chose to proceed with the use of force with their paramilitary endeavours. Whereas the Official IRA chose to favour the more politically activist side of all the efforts and that is when Sinn Fein proved very helpful with their efforts when it came to producing propaganda for the IRA etc. The leader of the Official IRA was Cathal Goulding who started out as an IRA Chief of Staff in the 1960s before his new role as the leader of the OIRA. Goulding was born in Dublin and was raised in a Catholic home that had also seen previous generations involved in Irish Republicanism. Goulding himself joined the IRA not long after his 16th birthday. He was then arrested in 1940 as he tried to steal ammunition. Not long after being released he was arrested again in 1953 for an arms raid in England alongside Sean Macstiofain who later went on to become the leader of the Provisional IRA. After his eight years in prison, he was appointed as the IRA’s Chief staff and Quartermaster general. Goulding himself took time to learn about left winged politics and the way Marxism was revolutionising and then took a socialist perspective on the problems that Northern Ireland were facing. His belief was that the problem was caused elite capitalists who tried to control the working class. Goulding thought that it would be better for the Catholics and Protestants workers to unite as one to help combat the British struggles that they were facing. (Poole, Llewellyn, 2018) Goulding’s view was more political however there was some bloodshed under his watch, but this was mainly seen as defending the Catholic civilians. The Official IRA carried out their worst attack in February of 1972 in a supposed retaliation attack for what happened in Londonderry (Bloody Sunday) on the 30th of January 1972 which saw fourteen people shot and killed by the British Parachute regiment. In their ‘revenge’ attack they set off what was described as a ‘Massive’ car bomb on an army based which housed the 16th parachute brigade in Aldershot, Hampshire. They killed seven people and injure nineteen others. (BBC, 1972) Although, not choosing violence as a main strategy they still killed many people through sporadic attacks. In May of 1972 the Official IRA kidnapped, interrogated and killed a British soldier who was named as nineteen-year-old William Best. It was later that information was released stating that Best was a Catholic who was only visiting his family. The leaders of the OIRA were not pleased with the violent image that these events had created around the organisation and created a conditional ceasefire on May 29th, 1972. There was however still the odd attack that they carried out and took responsibility for like attacks on the British soldiers and other opposing parties such as security and loyalists. These attacks were normally in defence or in retaliation. Although clearly not as violent as the Provisional IRA the OIRA were still responsible for hundreds of deaths. (Poole, Llewellyn, 2018) 
On the other hand, the provisional IRA was the opposite of the OIRA they preferred a more violent and paramilitary way of getting their views across. They committed most of their time to their efforts towards removing British forces from Northern Ireland. Their actions devolved around their three main tactics which were causing disruption to Northern Irelands civil and economic life by resorting to targeting bombings, Undermining and disrespecting the British forces by attacking their police and military bases and their last one was being committed to the providing the protection of the Catholics in Ulster. Sean Mac Stiofain was the first Provisional IRA Chief. However, this way of life wasn’t at all expected of him as his name at birth was John Stephenson and he was born in London to Protestant parents. It was only when he finished school did e convert to being a Catholic and then he later went on to join the IRA in 1949. He spent eight years of his life in prison where he chose to spend his time learning Gaelic. The Provisional IRA had a big problem when it came to their lack of weaponry. This however did not stop them from getting their hands on more by calling on sympathisers in the United States and in the Republic of Ireland. They received several donations for their efforts. They also produced propaganda that would help them to look like the victims but would fail to include any detail on their socialist backgrounds. Another target on the PIRAs list was recruiting more members which they had an easy time doing in the 1970s as many people especially the younger generation who were heavily influenced by the propaganda that was placed in posters and in magazines etc that perceived British soldiers being in Northern Ireland as a volatile situation. (Alpha History, 2021) The PIRA remained active for a total of twenty-nine years. In 1979 they detonated a trailer that was filled with milk churns that they had also packed with 227kg of ammonium nitrate just as five British Army vehicles drove passed. The attack had been closely thought through as they had also placed petrol cans around the vicinity of the vehicle so that when it did it would be much more deadly. The attack resulted in the second truck being blown up which killed six soldiers belonging to the Parachute regiment that were being held responsible for the bloody Sunday massacre. PIRA members also shot at what was remaining of the convoy. The surviving soldiers ran for cover, but PIRA had already thought of this too and planted an IED which was triggered by the team that was sent to rescue the soldiers. This killed another twelve soldiers. (Asal, Gill, Rathemeyer, Horgan, 2015) 
There are many aspects in this group's ideologies, structure and methods that suggest that they could be labelled as terrorists. More so when it comes to the actions that followed through on the PIRA’s methods that was to use force to get what they want which normally endangered and took many people’s lives which is classes as an act of terrorism. They also tried to put pressure on the government to run things the way they wanted to which is also seen as an act of terrorism, and they also put the health and safety of innocent people at risk multiple times and sadly many innocent people died because of their actions. (GOV.UK, 2000) 
However, certain aspects of this group also just wanted to keep the peace where possible and didn’t want to use any violent means to get their point across mainly the OIRA. They wanted class equality as they believed that the working classes were getting treated unfairly but should have gone about rectifying this in a different way instead of radicalizing their efforts which again led to violence. 
To conclude the extensive research conducted shows that the IRA are rightfully classed as a terrorist organization/ group that has instilled fear across the UK and the rest of the world whilst trying to implement their views on socialism and Marxism etc on other innocent people. They have cost many people their lives and there are still people who live in fear of them and what they will do next today. 
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