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An analysis of a pre-1865 primary source relating to slavery.
[bookmark: _Hlk29731109]Mary Prince, The History Of Mary Prince, a West Indian Slave: Related by Herself (1831) - What insights does your chosen source offer regarding the history of slavery and abolition? 

In 1831, the slave, Mary Prince, supposedly dictated her autobiography which proved to be popular it was published and reprinted twice in the same year. Today this book still provides deep insights into the life and history of a woman born into slavery in the British Colony of Bermuda and the effect of abolition on her life.[footnoteRef:1] It starts by describing Mary, living with her mother and siblings, and working as a domestic child-slave for a kind woman who died, leaving her slaves to her son.[footnoteRef:2] The son sold some of the slave-children to pay for his wedding with £38 raised for the sale of twelve-year old Mary Prince to Captain John Ingham. [footnoteRef:3] [footnoteRef:4] [1:  Mary Prince. P. 1.]  [2:  Mary Prince. P. 1.]  [3:  Mary Prince. P. 3.]  [4:  Mary Prince. P. 5.] 

Ingham moved Prince to the Caribbean island of Montserrat to work as a domestic slave where she was flogged as punishment for small mistakes.[footnoteRef:5] Aged eighteen-years of age, in 1806, Ingham sold Prince into salt-mine slavery and she was moved to The Turks and Caicos Islands where her life changed drastically under a regime of forced hard outdoor labour working seventeen hours a day in salt-ponds to the detriment of her health.[footnoteRef:6] Four years later Prince returned to Bermuda where she was abused by her master and beaten if she refused to perform the ‘indecent’ acts, he demanded of her.[footnoteRef:7] Five years later Prince was sold to her final owner, John Adams Wood of Antigua as a domestic slave but her health failed further, and rheumatism prevented her working for his family, so she supported herself by taking in washing and selling provisions to visiting ships.[footnoteRef:8] In 1817, Prince joined the Moravian church and was baptised and learned to read and write but she was so scared of Adams Wood that she hid her Christian beliefs from him and when she married a freeman in 1826, Prince tells that her floggings increased because it was the opinion of Adams Wood that black people should be kept in slavery and not be free. [footnoteRef:9]  [footnoteRef:10] Adams Wood visited England to arrange schooling for his child and, without consideration for Prince being separated from her husband, he took her to England.  [5:  Mary Prince. P. 6.]  [6:  Mary Prince. P. 9-11.]  [7:  Mary Prince. P. 13.]  [8:  Mary Prince. P. 14.]  [9:  Mary Prince. P. 16.]  [10:  Mary Prince. P. 18.] 

Due to changes in British law in 1772, Adams Wood could bring Prince into England, but slaves could not be transported out of England. At this time, public opinion was turning against slavery, but slavery was still legal, and Prince continued to struggle to work for Adams Wood until finally, in 1828, she was given a letter permitting her to leave his service but advising others against hiring her.[footnoteRef:11] [footnoteRef:12] Prince was not emancipated, and she was destitute and turned to the Moravian Church who found her work with Missus Forsyth. The next year Forsyth left England and Adams Wood still refused to either sell or manumit Prince.[footnoteRef:13] [footnoteRef:14] Prince was still a slave and therefore could not leave Britain to return to her husband and with the failure of both The Anti-Slavery Commission petition to Parliament on her behalf and of a general Bill to Free All Slaves of the West Indies she was destitute until she was found work in the London home of Absolutist, Thomas Pringle, from where her book was written and published.[footnoteRef:15] Her book aimed to educate middle-class British readers on slavery which had been previously largely accepted as productive use of lesser humans.  [11: , Rights: Slave or Free? (2020) <https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/slave_free.htm> [accessed 14 January 2020].]  [12:   Mary Prince. P. 21.]  [13:  Mary Prince. P. 23. ]  [14:   Mary Prince. P. 25.]  [15:  Mary Prince. P. 22.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]From the time the Portuguese first traded African slaves to work in Madeiran plantations to the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833, slavery was regarded as essential for the economic wealth and growth of empires but in her personal horrifying slave-story, Prince revealed slavery as an institution which imposed hard work with unlimited hours and degradation and she illustrates the difference between the living and working conditions of house slaves versus that of field slaves which was as drastically different as the conditions experienced by British slum-dwelling factory-workers and the house-servants of the aristocracy. [footnoteRef:16] [footnoteRef:17] [footnoteRef:18] [16:  , Portcities Bristol: Portugese (2020) <http://discoveringbristol.org.uk/slavery/routes/places-involved/europe/portugal/> [accessed 12 January 2020].]  [17:  , The Slavery Abolition Act of 1833 (2020) <https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/the-slavery-abolition-act-of-1833/> [accessed 12 January 2020].]  [18:  Mary Prince. P. 24.] 

The book does not name some of her owners as libel cases had resulted from the publication of previous slave-stories for perceived public slighting of slave-owner reputations, even so her final owner, Adams Wood, sued and won damages for deformation of character from Thomas Pringle.[footnoteRef:19]   [19:  Mary Prince. P. 31.] 

Mary Prince said ‘I have been a slave myself – I have felt what a slave feels’ and her book provides us with a rare primary account of the life of a female slave in 18th and 19th century Britain.[footnoteRef:20]  [20:   Mary Prince. P. 12.] 

  













. 
Bibliography
Mary Prince, The History of Mary Prince, , A West Indian Slave, Related by herself., 2006 edn. (London: F. Westley and A. H. Davis, 1831), in , <https://www.gutenberg.org/files/17851/17851-h/17851-h.htm> [accessed 11 January 2020].

Lynch, Michael, The British Empire (London: Hodder Educational, 2005), p. 27.

John van Wyhe, Charles Darwin's Beagle Library (2002) <http://darwin-online.org.uk/BeagleLibrary/Beagle_Library_Introduction.htm> [accessed 12 January 2020].
Peter Mandler, 'Aristocratic Government in the Age of Reform: Whigs and Liberals 1830-1852', Oxford Scholarship Online, 10.1093, (1990), , in Whiggism and the Age of Reform <https://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198217817.001.0001/acprof-9780198217817-chapter-6> [accessed 12 January 2020].
 , The Great Reform Act: 1832 (2020)
 , Portcities Bristol: Portugese (2020) <http://discoveringbristol.org.uk/slavery/routes/places-involved/europe/portugal/> [accessed 12 January 2020].
, The Great Reform Act: 1832 (2020) <https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/reformacts/overview/reformact1832/> [accessed 12 January 2020].
, The Slavery Abolition Act of 1833 (2020) <https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/the-slavery-abolition-act-of-1833/> [accessed 12 January 2020].
