An Enhanced Environment for Wildlife

· The wildlife of Wales reflects the quality of the environment and is a major asset, making a significant contribution to our quality of life. 

· Agriculture has a major influence on the rural environment including wildlife. We will seek to ensure that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) reform package includes increased funding for new agrienvironment schemes that focus on protection of water. Some CAP measures have driven practices that damage the environment. 

· Tir Gofal provides excellent support for the terrestrial environment, but is not designed to protect water, soil and air. We will be looking to influence the new ‘broad & shallow’ schemes to make sure that these media are better protected. 

· We will seek to ensure key environmental elements in the ‘Farming Connect’ service are fully incorporated in the future. 

· We will fulfil our obligations under the Habitats Regulations to review all the permits that we issue.

