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To demonstrate that childhood is affected by different aspects of education and background, research shows the effect of how positive influences can support childhood in the twenty first century. 
Gittins in (2004) and Waller (2014) state that childhood differs from country to country.  It cannot be said that childhood is individual as children develop by the influences and environment around them through observation of others, culture, child legislation, race, experiences and where they come from and within education etc. Childhood in recent generations is seen to be central to child development within the twenty first century, however childhood within medieval times was not seen at all, as within these times childhood did not differ from adulthood and children were seen as small adults to be seen but not heard. Hanawalt in (2002) stated that child development theories started to come forth when theorists such as Piaget, Vygotsky, Erickson, Frobel and many others realised that children’s development was different from adult development and it was researched extensively from the early seventeen hundreds to this present day.   Childhood is seen to be an important part in life and can place foundations for further development into adulthood.
Postman in (1985) predicted there will be a disappearance of childhood by the turn of the century as new media captures children’s attention and children are losing out on essential experiences to enhance their development. However Wartella and Robb (2008) and Chassiakos et al. (2016) state that early media intervention can have positive effects on children’s learning and can help set foundations in the twenty first century for children growing up in a digital world. 
This essay will look at two contrasting countries and their cultures. 
The two countries are Wales and Finland. This essay will look at why these countries contrast and the benefits of the education system, well-being and culture within these countries. 
BBC (no date) states the education within Wales in the nineteenth century was believed to be a time for change within Wales. The Welsh not was introduced within schools as a means of not speaking Welsh and to emphasise the importance of the English language. Children were only to speak English and they were punished if they did not. The English language was seen to be of far grander importance within the education system than Welsh and the Government believed this would increase education in Wales and the Government hoped for an improved Welsh economy. According to Jones and Roderick (2003) the Education Reform Act changed the education in Wales in 1988 and Welsh education was restored to the culture and importance of the Welsh language in Wales. Wales and England have a similar curriculum however with the introduction to the Education Reform Act some subjects changed as it was seen that history and geography were not the same in both countries. According to the Curriculum and Assessment Authority for Wales (ACCAC) (2003) the Curriculum Cymraeg was developed in Wales as an additional curriculum to provide children within the education system the cultural heritage and history of Wales to children within education. 
According to Chung (2009) the education system in Finland changed after World War Two as there was a high number of other cultures living within Finland after the war. Finland needed to change the education system and in the 1960’s there was a change in the education within Finnish schools and this had a detrimental effect on the Finnish economy for many years to come, as children’s education developed with a high number of children attending higher education and having better job prospects. 
The Foundation Phase Framework in Wales according to Maynard and Waters (2007) and Aasen and Waters (2006) emphasises the importance of play within the indoor and outdoor environment for children aged three to seven years. The children’s well-being and personal and social development are embodied through all seven areas of the Foundation Phase and seen to be most significant to the child’s learning environment and rights. According to Welsh Government (2017.b) the Welsh language is embedded in the whole curriculum and focused on Welsh culture, history and ethics of the child at all times. The Welsh Government (2015) states that recommendations from the Donaldson’s Report emphasises on a new curriculum for Wales by two thousand and twenty and Wales will have an up to date curriculum that will further enhance the children’s development that is fit for the twenty first century. 
As stated by Legislation.Gov.UK (2014) and Welsh Government (2016) the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Well-being and Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 states the importance of the well-being of the children in Wales and what services can help to sustain the well-being of these children. UNICEF (no date) states that the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) ensures through law that each child in Wales has a right for their basic needs to be met, a right to have a voice and a right to be heard etc. The UNCRC ensures children are respected through education and within their community,
According to Hakkarainen (2008) and Sahlberg (2014) the Finnish early childhood curriculum also emphasises play within education and also places emphasis on creative activities and the development of a healthy child. Children use a range of actual materials such as tools and natural materials to explore the world around them. By using these materials children gain knowledge through problem solving, social skills and overcoming fears. Children in Finland do not attend school until the age of seven, however according to Heinämäki (2008) Finland have an Early Childhood Education and Care Policy which educates children between the ages of one to six years old. Within the Early Childhood Education and Care Policy children are taught by professionals who have undertaken a degree qualification to work with young children and this is seen as compulsory within early childhood care in Finland. Butler (2016) states that Finland sees the importance of play within the curriculum for children below school age. The importance of play and creativity for young children is essential for the development of the young child. Finish Early Childhood Education does not teach children how to read and write as they feel children are not ready to do that until the age of seven and above, early childhood develops a curriculum with an emphasis on problem solving, creativity, co-operation and play with others, treating others with respect, dressing themselves, playing with real life objects and understanding and respecting nature and the outdoors. Early Childhood Education develops the well-being and health of a child rather than to educate the child. 
According to Kiuru (2015) the well-being of a child in Finland is a high priority and by developing an education system that allows the child to develop holistically and at their own pace with support through the natural environment and learning through hands on experiences develops the child’s well-being as Kiuru (2015) believes. A child living in Finland has the opportunity to become independent and develops their own way of thinking. Children in Finland are countlessly experiencing the natural world though the weather and their environment and they learn by what is presented to them within this environment every day. This is supported by the new Child Welfare Act of 2008 in Finland and it states the importance of recognising child welfare and providing services to support child welfare within its country (Sinko, 2008). This is also supported by UNICEF (no date) and states that the UNCRC ensure each child in Finland have their rights respected and granted within its country. Links can also be made to Bronfenbrenner‘s(1974) research on the Ecological Theory as Bronfenbrenner believes that children learn from their environment and what they see and experience around them. This has an effect on how children develop within their environment, through education and within the family. 
According to Welsh Government (2017.a) young children in Wales have the opportunity to attend nursery schools or other childcare providers in a bilingual environment before they are five years old. Children within this form of care have the opportunity to develop their experiences, knowledge and understanding of the world and themselves through activities and experiences developed by pre-school professionals, however these professionals have a qualification of either level one, two or three National Vocational Qualifications (NVQ). These professionals do not require any higher education qualifications to work within the early years in Wales. However Nutbrown (2012) stated it is important to provide children with a quality service and highly qualified staff to provide this service, as staff qualifications have a significant influence on a child’s development.  A highly qualified staff member has a greater understanding of child development and can continue to have a positive impact in developing the child’s education which can benefit the child through their later life experiences and achievements. The Times (2012) suggests that Britain should review its policy on Early Childhood Qualifications as other countries have highly qualified staff within their early childcare provisions and Britain is lagging behind on these matters and the PISA results are showing the UK needs to improve. 
According to Gurney-Read (2016) the PISA results show the Finland has outperformed Wales within its recent results in 2015 and in previous years. Finland is seen as a desirable educational system that may countries have taken strategies from, this includes the Foundation Phase Wales Curriculum. The Finnish curriculum sees the emphasis of outdoor play as being beneficial for a child’s holistic development and as research shows (Kiuru, 2015) (Heinämäki, 2008) it has an effect on the PISA results. Community Play Things (no date) sees the importance of outdoor play within education as children are accomplishing and developing all kinds of play whilst playing outdoors, this develops a child holistically through all areas of development. Piaget (1976) also states the importance of outdoor play in his theories and states that it’s beneficial for the child to learn from real objects and this enhances their holistic development. 
Welsh Government (2017.a) states children within deprived areas are given the opportunity to develop their knowledge and skills through the Flying Start Programme. This programme supports children from disadvantaged areas such as areas with low unemployment within Wales. This programme is designed for children under the age of four to increase educational skills to children within these areas. This is done by providing free childcare for fifteen hours a week, parent courses, health visitor drop in clinics and speech and language intervention. There is also a Families First Programme to help parents and parents that are living in poverty. This programme sees the development of multi agencies support for families and young children. This is done through helping families gain skills needed for employment, ensure children and young people are healthy, protected and have an enjoyable well-being (Families First, 2013). 
Kalland et al. (2016) states that Finland also has a Families First Programme. This programme provides assistance to parents to promote appropriate parenting models and avoid the negative parenting models that have been passed down through generations. The programme also promotes child development and overall family health. According to Lee (2013) Finland Families First Programme gives expectant families a box containing everything they needed for their child during the first months, the box contains various clothes and accessories the baby will need and also the box itself has a mattress and sheets and can be used as a bed for the babies first months to sleep in. This has been provided to Finnish mothers from the nineteen thirties and has been a great gift to the baby and family. Firstly the box was introduced to families living in poverty, however the box was introduced to all families in Finland due to changes made in the early fifties.  Collection of the box was from the doctor’s surgery to entice families to have their babies health checked during pregnancy as mothers were not going to the doctors until the later stages of pregnancy during the late sixties due to family commitments.  By the twenty first century there has been a great decrease in the baby death rate since the sixties and there are now fewer babies dying because mothers are getting checked regularly during pregnancy. According to BBC News (2017) within Finland, the cot death rate of babies are low compared to other countries and Finland suggests it is because Finish babies sleep in the boxes provided by the Government. 
According to Kidd (2012) the United Kingdom has a higher poverty rate than Finland. This is because Finland invests more money into child benefits than the United Kingdom.  
Yanke (2014) states that Finland is a welfare state and the citizens of Finland are protected within its country to maintain high levels of employment and contributions to child benefit and healthcare. This became crucial after the economic recession in the early nighties when unemployment levels in Finland were high and families with both parents working were slipping into poverty. 
The Department for Work and Pensions (2010) report states that the Government is contributing money towards the benefit system as a means of addressing the poverty issue in Wales. The state benefit has more than doubled in recent years and this report states that there has been no change for the poverty of people living in Wales. Living in poverty in Wales does not encourage children to thrive within education and ultimately in the work place. However according to the Joseph Roundtree Foundation (2018) Welsh families in a working environment are also finding themselves on the poverty line as they are working for a low incomes. This has a detrimental affect on a child’s well-being as a minority of families have to reliy on food banks and charitable donations to live according to the Joseph Roundtree Foundation (2018). The Joseph Roundtree Foundation (2018) states this is not acceptable as poverty within Wales is still happening ten years after the Department for Work and Pensions report was published. 
Joseph Roundtree Foundation (2007) states that Wales has high unemployment rates and within Finland its unemployment rates are low, this means that there are a number of people in Wales than people in Finland that are unemployed. This is why poverty in Finland is low as a larger minority of people are employed, Finland’s contribution to its economy is working well as the employment levels are higher than Wales.
The language in Finland has changed dramatically according to Kirby in (1980). Finland in the 1800 was very different to what it is in the twenty first century as Finnish was seen to be a peasant language and Swedish and Russian was the language of the elite in Finland. This was until the grand duchy took charge of Finland when Finland was given back to the Finn’s from Sweden. The Finnish language was restored and the minority of high class people spoke Finnish instead of Swedish. Finnish is part of the culture of Finland to this day.
According to Karlsson (2013) Finish is spoken by four billion Finns within Finland and the other one billion is mostly Swedish. Finland is a bilingual country which sees Finnish and Swedish as its national languages. Ivars (2005) States that Finland has different dialects across its country and this varies from community to community. 
According to Davies (2014) the Welsh language is part of the heritage and identity of Wales. The language is seen to have evolved from Celtic and Latin influences and has changed dramatically form what it once was. Stated by Jones (2012) within Wales only fifty percent of people speak Welsh and people that come to live in Wales find Welsh a very difficult language to learn with only five percent managing to learn the language. However as Jones (2012) states if a child comes to live in Wales then they are far more likely to learn the language than adults as Welsh within education is taught throughout Wales. 
Suggested by Lewis (2011) the Finnish language has overcome many hurdles to keep its unique cultural backgrounds. The language came under countless battles with the Russian and Swedish invasions, however the Finns did not circum to the efforts of influence from the other countries and became a bilingual nation which kept the Finish language at the heart of its national heritage. As Lewis (2011) suggests, modern day Finish language has kept its faithfulness to the old language and it is proposed that the modern Finnish language has not changed considerably form the old language. 
According to the Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (2008) the Welsh language is embedded within the Foundation Phase Wales and encourages children within Wales to learn their heritage and identity through education. Within the Foundation Phase children are taught through the medium of Welsh in Welsh medium schools and through English in English medium schools, with the additional provision of the Welsh language as a means for children to learn the language and to understand it with the support of English phrases. Cook (2013) states that this form of teaching an additional language is called language acquisition, this according to Cook (2013) is a beneficial way for the learner to learn and understand the new language as a language that they understand is also spoken. This assists the learner to gain an understanding of the new language within a shorter time scale. 
Karppinen (2012) states that the curriculum in Finland emphasises the outdoor environment where children are learning and developing their skills through the outdoors. The Finnish culture and language are seen to be represented through the curriculum as children are educated on the culture through experiences through the outdoor environment, this is developed through the weather changes, environment changes and through experiences with others. Finnish culture and heritage as Karppinen (2012) suggests is passed down through the generations and families are focussed on keeping their language and heritage alive.  
As BBC (no date) states above Wales has seen great changes within the language spoken in Wales and as stated by Jones (2012) only half of the Welsh population speak Welsh. Finland has also seen changes within the language according to Lewis (2011) however, the Finish language according to Karlsson (2013) is spoken by four million Finn’s. According to the World Population Review (2018) Finland’s population is estimated at 5.54 million. This means that an increased minority within Finland speaks the native language and Wales is seen to lag behind on their cultural language. However according to the Welsh Government. (2017.b) the Foundation Phase Curriculum for Wales came into the education system in Wales in 2008 and it has seen a rise in the number of children that speak Welsh as it is considered significant within the education in Wales. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, education within Wales and Finland differ, however Wales has adopted some aspects of the Finnish educational system and incorporated them into the Foundation Phase as Gurney-Read (2016) states. Finland offers children the opportunities to develop their skills in the outdoor environment until the age of seven as stated by Hakkarainen (2008) and Sahlberg (2014). Children within Wales start school far earlier than children within Finland (Maynard and Waters, 2007) (Aasen and Waters, 2006). Finland sees the importance of children having the opportunities to develop through their outdoor experiences, however Welsh children are in the Foundation Phase education from the age of three. Finland does not pursue the need for children to read or write until the age of seven as they do not feel children are ready as Butler (2016) states. Child well-being is of high regard in both countries as there are a number of Acts to protect children and let children have a voice. Children within both countries have the opportunities within the UNCRC (UNICEF, no date) to be heard and have opportunities to make their own decisions. However unemployment in Wales is higher than that of Finland and this has a detrimental effect on a child’s well-being according to the Joseph Roundtree Foundation (2018). The Welsh language is incorporated within the educational system and children within Wales are tought about the culture, heritage and history of Wales through the Foundation Phase and the Curriculum Cymraeg. Finland also has a cultural interest within its education system as children learn about the culture and heritage through their surrounding environment. 
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