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The following chapter will aim to further the researcher’s objectives of identifying barriers, stigmas and the consensus of members of the public around the core theme of the study itself, that being male victims of domestic abuse. This chapter will aim to collate, analyse and break down the findings of the primary research. The researcher has obtained qualitative and quantitative data based on a combination of multiple choice and written responses from a total of 47 participants. It is hoped that this will increase general awareness for participants around the stigmas faced by any male subjected to domestic abuse, to increase awareness of available support services, and to increase their awareness of the forms of abuse that exist, besides only being physical.


What is ‘Data Analysis’?

Data analysis in research is defined as “the process of systematically collecting, cleaning, transforming, describing, modelling, and interpreting data, generally employing statistical techniques” (Eldridge, 2018). The data analysis contained within this chapter will seek to address the research question that is the key theme and target of this research project. In order to collect and collate data for the analysis stage of the project, the researcher has utilised ‘SurveyMonkey’ which is a cloud-based survey development tool that allows users to create, collect, and analyse online surveys. It is widely used for market research, customer feedback, and other data collection purposes. The platform offers a basic and free to use service, with other versions available on a paid subscription basis.


Advantages and disadvantages of utilising SurveyMonkey
Using SurveyMonkey allowed for an easy-to-use platform for participants to be able to review and digest the content of the survey prior to being able to answer the questions as they pleased. The website itself was easy to access by means of a simple hyperlink and all users were made aware prior to their participation that their personal data would not be recorded and their answers would be treated in a purely confidential manner.

As previously mentioned, SurveyMonkey’s free access to conducting surveys comes with a caveat that only 25 persons can participate at any one given time, thus meaning the researcher has had to complete the same survey twice in order to facilitate more responses, and with this more data.

One major disadvantage of using an easily accessible format such as SurveyMonkey is the likelihood of people abusing the questionnaire by means of submitting incorrect information, or answers that are done with malicious intent, thus creating data which may not be truthful or factual. 

Several of the questions included in the survey had a ‘prefer not to answer’ option, and this was selected by a small number of participants. Questions 8 and 9 also had free-text boxes in order to provide an answer, with an option to bypass these without leaving an answer. This was the case with each question, with multiple participants seemingly opting to bypass them without leaving a response. These free-text answers also did not factor into the collated data displayed in pie chart form (as in the cases of questions 1 to 7). 

Another disadvantage of my collected data is that the majority of participants may be police officers or police staff, as my survey was broadcast across South Wales police talk groups via social media means in order to generate more interest, and with it, more data to analyse. It is my belief that this would cause a bias in the findings, as police officers and staff may be more experienced in the subject matter having dealt with many incidents first hand.

Quantitative and Qualitative Data




1. How old are you?

a) 18-25
b) 25-35
c) 35-45
d) 45 or over
e) Prefer not to say


2. Do you identify as…

a) Male
b) Female
c) Other (Please specify):____________________
d) Prefer not to say



3. Are you…

a) A serving police officer
b) A serving member of police staff
c) Employed but non-police
d) Unemployed
e) Retired
f) Other (Please specify):____________________
g) Prefer not to say




4. Do you feel that males can be victims of domestic abuse?

a) Yes
b) No
c) Not sure
d) Other (Please specify):____________________



5. As an estimate, what percentage of all domestic incidents involving violence against a male party are reported by this male victim?

a) Less than 10%
b) 10% – 25%
c) 25% – 50%
d) Over 50%





6. What barriers (if any) do you think exist which may stop male victims wanting to report domestic incidents to the police?

a) Lack of trust in police
b) The belief that their claims/accounts will be dismissed or thought to be false by police
c) Police gravitating towards the female/other party
d) The feeling that people will think they are weak and not ‘man’ enough
e) All of the above
f) A combination of some of the above (Please specify – for example “A and C”, “A, B and D” etc):_____________________________________________
g) Other reasons (Please specify below): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



7. Do you feel as though the consequences (prosecution etc) faced by male perpetrators and female perpetrators should be equal/of the same severity?

a) Yes, I feel like males and females should face the same level of justice
b) No, I feel like males should have lesser sentencing than females
c) No, I feel like males should have harsher sentencing that females
e) Other (Please specify below): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


8. Based on your personal knowledge, what forms of domestic abuse exist?


9. In your own words, what reasons do you feel people have for committing any form of domestic abuse against their partner?


Findings

Judging by the data, the key demographic of participants consisted of female police officers and police staff aged between 35 and 45 years old. Some clear and key findings, following the analysis of the participant’s 47 responses, were that it was widely believed and recognised that male victims of domestic violence are a very real phenomenon, with a staggering (approximate) 65% of the total participants estimating that less than 25% of these male victims would actually feel confident to report the incident to police (roughly a quarter of participants estimated that less than 10% of males would report and just under half of participants of the belief that 10 to 25 percent of males would report). Only two of the 47 participants stated that they were of the belief that ‘over 50%’ of the incidents would be reported.

One somewhat significant finding from the data, which was previously outlined in the introductory chapter of this research, one that one of the original aims of this study was to ‘seek the opinions of a predominantly male demographic’. Question 2 of the survey asks for participants to state how they identify. Approximately 10-12 from the 47 total participants identified as ‘male’ (less than a quarter). This could mean that – despite being made aware of being anonymous prior to providing their answers – male participants (or even ‘potential’ male participants) possibly chose to either state or identify as ‘female’, ‘other’ or ‘prefer not to say’, or may have chosen to simply not participate at all. This could further point towards the fact that many males regard themselves as too ‘macho’ to speak up, or it could be that males are even completely unaware that fellow males are deeply affected by domestic violence and that it is not simply an offence that has a detrimental effect on only females.

When asked to voice their opinions on the stigmas of this violence towards males, and considering that the majority of responses stating that they were police themselves, 45% of replies indicated that – in their opinion – the main barrier to reporting from a male perspective is that police are biased towards a female when attending a reported incident. Just under a quarter of all participants stated that the male had a lack of trust in the police and the same amount of people stated that it was their belief that the male would not believe their accounts or side of the story.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the preceding study shows – primarily via quantitative data – that more females chose to participate in the survey rather than males, thus perhaps perpetuating the contemporary stigma that males do not speak up or chose to voice their opinions around domestic violence, and, as previously alluded to in the research introduction, further underlying a sense of it being still a somewhat ‘taboo’ subject. From a qualitative data viewpoint, when asked to document opinions in questions 8 and 9 of the survey, many of the written replies from those identifying as male, and despite 7 of these stating they were police officers or staff, have stated that they were not aware of many support services that exist to offer support males. Two of these have even stated that “all” of the support agencies exist “only” for female parties, and this is not the case. Data obtained conveys an alarming theme that males may choose not to report that they are being subjected to abuse because they will either not be believed by police, or they feel like picking up the phone would be a waste of time as any police presence will gravitate towards their female counterpart. Question 8 of the survey in particular resulted in a very mixed response from participants, with very few adding that they were aware of forms of domestic abuse such as ‘financial’ and ‘psychological’, with many stating that they were well aware that forms including physical and verbal abuse existed.


I have unfortunately not posed any questions towards participants around what support is available (or they believe exists) or is open to welcoming male victims of domestic abuse and treating them with belief, respect and empathy. I believe this to be a missed opportunity. There are a number of support agencies available as a lifeline for males, as well as females. I feel like, given the demographic, a lot of the police participants would be well aware and well-versed in agencies and charities such as Women’s Aid (or ‘Live Fear Free’ in Wales). For those participants who are perhaps not so experienced or well-learned in relation to domestic abuse, I feel as if this would have been a good opportunity to educate all participants in the support available to any victim of domestic abuse, including online resources such as Threshold,  Calan (Wales), Hope Recovery, Fort Refuge and Survivors Community and – perhaps most relevant to the content of the research - the male-specific ‘Men’s Advice Line’. The research conducted could also lead a novice in this field to associate ‘domestic abuse’ committed between a female and a male. I feel like perhaps more could have been added to shed light on domestic abuse committed against younger males from family members, as well as same-sex intimate relationships.
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Barriers to males reporting DV	Lack of police trust	Police not believing them	Police bias towards female/other party	Not 'man enough'	Combination of above	Other	20	20	40	6.66	6.66	


Equality of justice/consequences	Should be treated equally	Males should have lesser sentencing than females	Females should have lesser sentencing than males	Other	83.3	0	16.7	1.2	


Age	18-25	25-35	35-45	45 and over	Prefer not to say	36.6	20	20	10	13.3	


Identified Gender	Male	Female	Other	Prefer not to say	23.3	63.3	6.66	6.66	


Employment	Serving police officer	serving member of police staff	Employed - not police	Unemployed	Retired	Other	Prefer not to say	50	6.66	26.7	3.33	3.33	0	6.66	


Do you believe that males can be the victim?	Yes	No	Not sure	Other	93.3	3.33	3.33	1.2	


% of DV reports from a male	Less than 10	10% - 25%	25% - 50 %	Over 50	26.7	40	26.7	3.33	

