Julius Caesar is remembered to history as one of Rome’s best military leaders for not only his successful use of tactic over his many campaigns but also how he blended politics and propaganda to improve his image amongst both his men and the people of Rome. Arguably one of the most prominent examples of this was Caesars invasion’s of Iron Age Britain, as they were campaign’s that not only greatly extended the reach of Rome but granted huge amounts of credit to Caesar himself amongst both the Senate and the Roman people. This image was only helped by the book Caesar wrote of his campaign’s titled the ‘Commentarii de Bello Gallico’[footnoteRef:1]. In his book Caesar details his campaigns and subsequent victories over the Britain’s though interestingly he does include commentary on the cutler and peoples of Iron Age Britain[footnoteRef:2], much as he did in Gaul. Though much of what he writes can be challenged when it comes to the accuracy of his reports. As Caesar writings aim to put both and himself and his legions in the best light while demonizing the Britain’s. [1:  Raaflaub A. Kurt, Strassler B. Robert, The Landmark Julius Caesar, Gallic War, Anchor books, Penguin House LLC, New York, 2017]  [2:  Hingley Richards, Introduction: Setting the scene, Conquering the Ocean: The Roman invasion of Britain, Oxford Academic, New York, 2022] 

In the ‘Commentarii de Bello Gallico’ Caesar’s campaigns in Britain are recounted in books four and five and he claims that his decision to invade Britain was heavily linked to his previous wars in Gaul[footnoteRef:3]. As due to Caesar’s political maneuvering within Rome he was able to gain the Governorship of Gaul in fifty-eight BC[footnoteRef:4], and spent the majority of the fifty’s adding the territories of modern-day France and Belgium to the Empire. To justify his invasion Caesar made the claim that the British tribes were giving aide to the Gaul’s who had fought along the north west cost, particularly the Veneti, who were a costal people who had fought against Caesar the year before he decided to invade Britain for the first time in fifty five BC, as they were know to traded with Britain[footnoteRef:5]. Though this was the reason he gave in his writings its more likely that this was something Caesar wrote to make his invasion more palatable and justified to the Roman public who would have been the main audience for his writings. The most likely reason for his invasion was the prestige that such a venture would grant him back in Rome. Possibly due to the fact Caesar’s main political allies in Rome were Pompey and Crassus who had achieved Consulship and whilst being his allies both had formidable reputations in there own right and in there positions could pull focus off of Caesar and place him into a position of irrelevance whilst he was in Gaul[footnoteRef:6]. By choosing to invade Britain he was ensuring that he would not be forgotten or overshadowed by those back in Rome. As during this period Briton was arguable seen as the end of the world by most writers and historians. With little contemporary knowledge of the country being available and much of the knowledge that was at hand coming from earlier authors such as the Greek writer Pytheas[footnoteRef:7]. Who was thought to have been writing about the country in around three hundred and twenty-five BC, claiming to have travelled to and around the country and had briefly described the peoples of Britain. Though it should be noted that his writings are fragmented and come down through the works of other authors when they spoke of Britain such as being paraphrased in Diodorus histories[footnoteRef:8]. And the prestige attached to concurring such an obscure part of the world would only add to Caesar’s reputation back in Rome which would aide his political ambitions and solidify his reputation as a successful military leader[footnoteRef:9]. And again, in the writing of the ‘Commentarii de Bello Gallico’ he is ensuing that this landmark campaign is remembered by the Roman public which will only help increase his standing with them. And there is evidence of this as when news of Caesars decision to make such a risky venture reached the Roman senate, they granted him a supplicatio of twenty days to commemorate his achievement when they received his report. Though it should be noted that another possible reason for Caesar’s campaign was to take advantage of the large number of natural resources available in Britain. As the country was rich in metals such as tin, copper, gold, silver and Iron which were all necessary both for the creation of luxury items along with arms and amour that would help feed the Roman war machine[footnoteRef:10]. Which altogether implies that Caesar’s invasion of Britain was done less for the benefit of the Roman Empire as a whole but for the benefit of Caesars career and standing in Rome. [3:  Raaflaub A. Kurt, Strassler B. Robert, The Landmark Julius Caesar, Anchor books, Penguin House LLC, New York, 2017, 3.8]  [4:  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Julius-Caesar-Roman-ruler/The-first-triumvirate-and-the-conquest-of-Gaul
]  [5:  Hingley Richards, Julius Caesar in Britain, Conquering the Ocean: The Roman invasion of Britain, Oxford Academic, New York, 2022]  [6:  Fezze Luca, Dixon Richard, The Arrival of the First Triumvirate, Crossing the Rubicon: Caesar’s decisions and the fate of Rome, Yale University Press, 2017, P 53-66]  [7:  Fanshawe Henry, A History of Ancient Geography, Cambridge University Press, 1897, P 152]  [8:  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Diodorus-Siculus ]  [9:  Hingley Richards, Julius Caesar in Britain, Conquering the Ocean: The Roman Invasion of Britian, Oxford Academia, New York, 2022]  [10:  Edmunds J. C., Mining in the late Roman Empire and beyond: Continuity or Disruption?, The journal of Roman studies, 79, P 84-102] 

Though it should be noted that despite Caesars uncertain motives behind the British campaigns and in his writings, this does not discount the information that is within the ‘Commentarii de Bello Gallico’. As Iron Age Britain was a oral cutler and did not have a written language which meant that without works from individuals like Caesar there would be no contemporary accounts of this period[footnoteRef:11]. Particularly when it comes to certain aspects of warfare in Iron Age Britain, as the Britons way of waging war was vastly different to other Celtic peoples on the continent. With one of the main differences being that the Britons still actively used chariots as part of there warfare which was a practice that had been discontinued by the Gaul’s on the continent[footnoteRef:12]. Though the Britain’s use of chariots had been commented on before by Pytheas, Caesar gives one of the most detailed looks at chariot warfare in his writings. Discussing how the Britain’s used there fast moving chariots to create disruption and confusion on the battlefield by constantly driving through the field and hurling spears from there chariots at the enemy, while they relied upon there horses and the noise made by there chariots to frighten and terrorizes there enemy. Though Caesar also notes that combat was still mainly carried out on foot with the warriors leaping down from there chariots when they wished to engage the enemy while the chariots retreated behind there lines. They were then used as a place for the warriors to retreat to if the battle was going poorly and swiftly take them to safety[footnoteRef:13]. Caesar also praises the Britain’s skill in using there chariots and there effectiveness on the battlefield. Much of what Caesar discusses in his writings is backed up by archeological evidence found across Britain with chariots matching Caesar’s description discovered in burials. Where the deceased have been buried with there chariot as part of there grave goods which is thought to have been a display of the deceased’s wealth and status[footnoteRef:14]. As chariots were not used amongst the common people and generally reserved for the elite, meaning that they were most likely considered a status symbol. Arguably Caesar’s discussions of chariots and the uses can be seen as Caesars seeming dedication to truthfully writing down his experiences upon campaign, and his possible grudging respect for his opponents and their tactics. Though there is also the argument to be made that by documenting the Britons archaic form of warfare he was continuing to other them to the people of Rome. As by doing this Caesar not only helps to justify his invasion of Britain but imply that the Romans are there as a ‘civilizing’ force to these peoples who live at the edge of the known world, he continuously calls the Britain’s barbarians in his writings as if to reinforce this point.  [11:  Fee R. Christopher, Leeming A. David, Introduction, Gods, Hero’s and Kings: The Battle for Mythic Britain, Oxford Academic, New York, 2011]  [12:  Meline Giles, A forged glamour: Landscape, identity and material culture in the Iron Age, Windgather Press, 2013]  [13:  Raaflaub A. Kurt, Strassler B. Robert, The Landmark Julius Caesar, the Gallic War, Anchor Books, Penguin Random House LLC, New York, 2017, 4.24a]  [14:  Stead I., The Celtic Chariot, Antiquity Publications, Volume 39, 1965, P 259-65] 

It should be noted that this is not the first time Caesar has used this tactic in the ‘Commentarii de Bello Gallico’. As once again Caesar is placed in the position of being the primary source of information on a group that he has a vested interest in othering to those reading his works. One of the most notable examples of these being the Druids in Gaul. Druid was the name given to the group that filled the role of priests in the majority of Celtic societies[footnoteRef:15], and while Caesar was writing about the Druids in Gaul it could be argued that his writings on them display much of the same approach he used when he was writing about the Britons. For example, Caesars writings on the Druids are spread over the later chapters of the ‘Commentarii de Bello Gallico’ and he displays the Druids as a highly organized and educated group within Gaulic society. One that not only filled the role of priests but also advised local leaders, were educated in astronomers and philosophers and acted as judges on quarrel’s within there community. He writes that their decisions on these quarrels couldn’t be argued with or questioned and anyone that did would have been barred from taking part in sacrifices which was considered a grave punishment[footnoteRef:16]. By doing this Caesar is once aging speaking of a foreign group with a level of grudging respect in his writings. And while he portrays the Druids as clearly different from those that the Romans see as religious leaders, he still shows them to be worthy of a level of respect from his audience as they are educated in subjects that are considered sophisticated to those back in Rome. Yet throughout his writings on the Druids Caesar continues to uses language to other them and aging he is doing this to arguably help justify his wars against Gaul. He often describes the Gaulic people as being superstitious and the Druids as leading them in that superstition[footnoteRef:17], dismissing much of there religious and cultural beliefs as below those of the Romans and not even worthy of being discussed or written down. As by simply calling them superstitions he has relegating them to being unworthy of his time. Arguably this implies that Caesar see’s the warrior practices of the people he fights as more worthy of note than there religious or cultural ones as seen by the great detail he goes into when discussing the Britons chariots and their style of fighting with them. Caesar also states that the Druids preside over ritual human sacrifices which according to him are common occurrences[footnoteRef:18]. Noticeably he goes into particular detail about the practice of burning sacrifices to death in what he descries as an image. This was a huge model of a man made from willow according to Caesar and sacrifices were placed inside though its often better known as a wicker man. He writes that while criminals are more commonly used innocents would also be burned. This fact that Caesar chooses to go into depth about such practice’s once again indicates that Caesar is not only othering the Druids but making them out to be irredeemably barbarians in the eyes of the Roman people by focusing on and exploring one of the cruelest things, he can that would most likely horrify his audience as human sacrifice was not something practiced in Rome. And in this Caesar is backed up by other ancient authors such as Strabo who was working off of earlier writers such as Posidonius who also reported that the Druids performing human sacrifices[footnoteRef:19]. Though Strabo was writing much later Posidonius was a contemporary of Caesar. Though again this could be Caesar justifying his conquest and arguably his governorship of Gaul to the masses as it should be noted that while there is evidence of Celtic priests performing human sacrifices in actuality the evidence is minimal. And if human sacrifice were being performed by the Druids it was on a much smaller scale and with there being little evidence of such large rituals as the wicker man occurring[footnoteRef:20]. As some of the strongest evidence for human sacrifice has been bodies found preserved in bogs and marshland such as the Lindow man found in Britain that show signs of possible ritual killing[footnoteRef:21]. As on the Lindow man there is evidence of a blow to the head and damage to his neck that would have come from possible strangulation. And the fact that there’s evidence that the Lindow man was a wealthy member of the upper class due to what he was found to have eaten just before he died only adds to this as the undigested griddle cake found in his stomach was thought to have been used by the Celts to have picked a sacrifice, along with the fact his body was found in a marshland[footnoteRef:22]. Similar bodies have been found in marshlands in Europe though they are thought to have been more associated with head cults[footnoteRef:23]. Though it should be noted that it cannot be confirmed that they were human sacrifice’s and not simply murdered. Particularly in the case of the Lindow man as there is very little evidence of ritual or religious action in the place he was found. Its also notable that despite mentioning in his writings that the Druids were trained in Britain Caesar never mentions anything about British Druids in his writings. Though this may be because he never managed to continue his invasion far enough into Britain to encounter any of the British Druids. Though its more likely that Caesars writings on the Gaulic Druids was done to discredit a group that would have had the ability to not only rally there community against the Romans and most likely help to create a resistance to Roman rule. As they had influence as both religious leaders and advisors with both the common people and the elites of Gaul. And if Caesar is to be believed the Druids in Gaul were part of one single group who were all answerable to an Arch Druid who according to Caesar held immense power[footnoteRef:24]. Though there has never been any evidence of this beyond Caesar’s own writings. This was even described by the Roman historian Tactius to have happened later during the conquest of Britain lead by Suetonius Paulinus, as when the Romans attacked the island of Anglesey it was the Druids who were the ones helping the moral of the troops during the battle by cursing the Roman troops. Which according to Tactius terrified the Roman soldiers who had never seen such a thing before. Though the Romans eventual won the battle they made sure to burn the Druids sacred groves and kill the majority of the Druids on Anglesey to ensure they wouldn’t continue to rally the Britons[footnoteRef:25]. Though in Caesar’s writings he never implies that he sees the Druids as particularly dangerous or a danger to his wars in Gaul. Though this may just be something that Caesar wished to projected outwardly to the public and keep his image as a formidable general intact.  [15:  https://www.britannica.com/topic/Druid ]  [16:  Raaflaub A. Kurt, Strassler B. Robert, The Landmark Julius Caesar, Gallic Wars, Anchor Books, Penguin Random House LLC, New York, 2017, 14]  [17:  Raaflaub A. Kurt, Strassler B. Robert, The Landmark Julius Caesar, Gallic Wars, Anchor Books, Penguin Random House LLC, New York, 2017, 16]  [18:  Raaflaub A. Kurt, Strassler B. Robert, The Landmark Julius Caesar, Gallic Wars, Anchor Books, Penguin Random House LLC, New York, 2017, 16]  [19:  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Strabo ]  [20:  Green-Aldhouse Miranda, Caesar’s Druids story of an Ancient Priesthood, Yale University Press, 2010, P 53]  [21:  Jody Joy, Lindow man, British Museum Press, 2009]  [22:  Jody Joy, Lindow man,British Museam Press, 2009]  [23:  Briggs C. S., ’Did he fall or was he pushed? Some unresolved questions about Lindow Man in R. C. Turner and R. Scaife, Bog Bodies: New Discoveries and New Perspectives, British Museum Press, London, 1995, P 223-251]  [24:  Raaflaub A. Kurt, Strassler B. Robert, The Landmark Julius Caesar, Gaullic War, Anchor Books, Penguin Random House Publishing, New York, 2017, 13]  [25:  Church John Alfred, Brodribb Jackson William, Bryant Sara, Complete Works of Tacitus, Tacitus, Edited for Perseus, New York, Random House Inc, 1942, 14.30] 

Both of Caesar’s invasions of Britain would end in defeat with the Roman forces never making it past Kent and the north of the Thames. Arguably Caesar didn’t have much to show when he returned to Rome after both of his campaign’s. He had managed to subdue several tribal leaders along the coast and make them agree to pay tribute to Rome and notably he brought home a corselet of pearls from Britain that he dedicated to Venus Genetrix when he returned, yet this was all he had to physically show[footnoteRef:26]. And its said that many considered the pearls to be of low quality compared to those that were found in the east. Yet his seeming success to the people of Rome coupled with his assessment of the people of Britain had an unexpected knock-on affect in the following years. As by proving that Britain was now a real place that could be reached Caesar opened it up for others to begin planning a campaign there. Caesar also gave Rome its first ‘reliable’ look at the peoples of Britain and much in the way he wrote about the peoples of Gaul he painted a pictior of a people who were no match for the Roman army. Noting how Iron Age Britain was a particularly decentralized place with no overarching government and how the tribes didn’t unite with one another when the Romans invaded and demonstrating that the Britain’s couldn’t put up a serious resistance to the Roman army. And ensuring that anything that did pose a challenge such as the chariots and there use in warfare was documented. Caesar was also the first writer to have tried to map Britain, describing it to have a triangular shape and documenting the existence of places such as Ireland which he named Hibernia and either Anglesey or the Isle of Man that he named Mona. There’s the possibility that the connections he formed with influential southern British leaders helped to smooth over the later conquest of Britain as they were already under the influence of Rome. As he showed that the British leadership could be divided with diplomacy as some would prefer to be under Roman patronage[footnoteRef:27]. Along with the de humanization of the people of Britain and the othering of them and there cutler as uncivilized in the eyes of the Roman public it allowed Rome to eventually decide to concur the island.  [26:  Hingley Richards, Julius Caesar in Britain, Conquering the Ocean: The Roman Invasion of Britain, Oxford Academic, New York, 2022]  [27:  Hingley Richards, Julius Caesar in Britain, Conquering the Ocean: The Roman Invasion of Britain, Oxford Academia, New York, 2022
] 

In conclusion Caesar’s decision to invade Britain and his writings about his expedition there in the ‘Commentarii de Bello Gallico’ were done because Caesar was in need of something that would not only enshrine his image as an untouchable general in the history of the Roman Empire but also boost his popularity with the Senate and the Roman public. Britain was considered the end of the world by the majority of people with even ancient writers who had claimed to have traveled there having there accounts considered dubious. By choosing Britain he was seemingly extending the reach of Rome to the furthest it had ever been, all the while using his writings to de humanize the peoples he was fighting against and displaying to the Roman public that his invasion was justified. Though it is also likely that Caesar was concerned that the Britons would choose to help the Gauls in their rebellions against Roman occupation and was interested in the natural resources and plunder he believed he could find in Britain.
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