Foundation Phase
For each example below, consider:
1) The way the numeracy has been incorporated as a learning opportunity
2) How this might relate to the new curriculum in Wales
3) The opportunity for assessment of numeracy skills
4) What the example shows you about the child’s numeracy skills and what you would do to ensure further progress
Example 1: You are what you eat (and drink!)
Learners had suggested that they looked at their favourite drinks, within a topic on ‘You are what you eat!’. The teacher had asked the class to indicate their favourite drinks by voting. From this she had laid out images of the four drinks suggested by the class. She gave each learner a plastic cup and, in turn, asked that they put their cup under the image of their favourite drink. This gave a simple pictogram. She asked the learners questions about the pictogram.
[image: http://learning.gov.wales/lnfmaterials/exemp/eng/class-favourite-drink/favourite-drink.jpg]

Siobhan placed her cup in the ’hot chocolate’ column. Once the pictogram was completed, the teacher asked her which she thought was the class’ favourite drink. She replied, “It’s cola”. The teacher asked how she knew that and Siobhan replied, “It’s the longest one”. When pressed as to what she meant by this, she replied, “There are more cups in the cola line than in the others. I counted them. There are 11 in the cola line, and the other lines have only 4, 3, 6 and 1 in them”. As she said this she pointed to the relevant columns. Siobhan was asked to think about how else the class could show their pictogram. She suggested, “We could draw a table with just the numbers in. But I think this (pointing at the pictogram) shows it best”.

Notes:




























Example 2: The Garden Centre
Learners had been using role play to ‘buy’ items from their ‘shop’ using coins. They had taken it in turns to be the shopkeeper who was responsible for calculating and giving any change due.
[image: http://learning.gov.wales/lnfmaterials/exemp/eng/mrs-growells-plant-nursery/mrs-growells-plant-nursery.jpg]
Alis correctly worked out the change due from 20p in each case and selected appropriate coins to give back. The teacher asked her what she had done for the first calculation. Alis replied, “I took away nine from 20 and got 11.” The teacher asked how she did that. Alis stated that she had used the number line and counted back. The teacher asked if she could check her answer. Alis replied, “Well I know that one plus nine equals 10, so if I add the other 10, I get 20.”
Alis’ teacher asked her what coins she could use to give the change. Alis showed three different combinations of coins: 10p + 1p; 5p + 5p + 1p; 5p + 2p + 2p + 2p. When her teacher asked her how she knew they would all give the correct change, Alis replied “They all need to add up to 11 and they all do.” Her teacher asked Alis to show her what she meant. Alis used the number line to count on the appropriate numbers from nine to 20.
Notes:






















Example 3: Happiness
During a topic on ‘Happiness’, learners had discussed situations which made them feel happy, sad, excited and scared. Alex said, “Nightmares make me feel scared”. From this, the teacher suggested that the class could make ‘dreamcatchers’.
[image: http://learning.gov.wales/lnfmaterials/exemp/eng/dreamcatchers/dreamcatchers.jpg]
While making his dreamcatcher, Alex selected two pieces of wool to use. He explained that he would use the green wool because ‘it is longer than the yellow one’.
Notes:













[bookmark: _GoBack]Example 4: Castles
Within a topic on ‘Castles’, Lewis was asked by his teacher to colour the shapes, triangles, circles, squares and rectangles in the colours given on the sheet. He was then asked to count the number of each shape and write his answers in the ‘shapes’ below. Finally he was asked to use this work to physically build the picture shown using shaped blocks.
[image: ]
Lewis coloured in the shapes but he missed out two of the triangles. However, Lewis counted the number of shapes correctly and completed the sheet with his answers. The teacher asked Lewis to count the purple triangles out loud to her. He did this successfully, exclaiming “Oh, I missed two!” She then asked him to read the numbers he had written. Again, he spotted his error – with the reversed number 9. Lewis was able to select the blocks he required to build the shape, including counting the required numbers.
Notes:
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