Billy Lee Williams – 2000336

Discuss the role of the Teaching Assistant as a provider of pastoral care to students, making reference to relevant literature and drawing on your own experience.

In this essay the discussion will cover the wide range of roles that Teaching Assistants peruse within their job, pastoral role and how its implemented in their daily work, basic skills that develop naturally with the Teaching Assistant Role and the importance of Emotional learning support assistants. The points highlighted in this essay will be supported and explained through examples from the workplace. Each of the points are important as they highlight the importance of Teaching Assistants and their functionality within every school environment “simply, education cannot function without them” (Harris C 2017). It would be clear that removing such roles as explained in my essay would not provide the support, progression or response from the individuals.

Learning Support Assistants and Teaching Assistants work closely with a class, individuals and small groups. Both of these roles are applied to the mainstream primary, secondary and SEND settings (Prospero Teaching 2015). Formally there is a slight difference between Learning Support Assistants and Teaching Assistant roles. Learning Support Assistants sustain the individuals as part of their intervention role, guidance, support and progressing towards individual targets (Prospero Teaching 2015). Edustaff (2015) mentions that the Learning Support Assistants role is “more likely to be focused on pastoral development” as the Teaching Assistants are so interactive with the individuals needs, specific targets and wellbeing. The teaching assistant roll is focused on academic support, classroom approach compared to working with individuals but still have similar means of working to the Teaching Assistant role (edustaff 2015). Its important to factor that both of these roles are working directly with pupils whilst really exercising the four C’s which are consistency, communication, clarity and connections (Bromley, M 2019). The four C’s are 4 essential aspects that Teaching Assistants will explore and will give them the good relationship which allows them into core information, such as what is bothering them, when is it happening, why has it happened without even asking. The information learned from the children will result in excellent pastoral care, finding out deep information that is buried, exploiting the great relationship that are between staff and child for their own safety and wellbeing.

Pastoral care is supplied by schools for the emotional and physical welfare of the pupils to ensure they are safe and happy to accomplish their potential (Schoolsmith 2017). In regard to Teaching Assistant, it’s a natural role that is undertook, creating a strong relationship between the individual whilst displaying care and nurturing the individual. To demonstrate the natural role that is undertaken Online Learning Collage (2018) states that there are no formal qualifications to become Teaching Assistant which implies that the training is minimal and there must be a devotion to helping, teaching and learning alongside children. It can be seen that if a pupil is upset, quiet and out of character that teachers, Teaching Assistant Roles would pick up these symptoms and would take it upon themselves to re-assure and discuss the problem and offer help. In the school setting some children will confide in certain staff and others will not, which illustrated the impotence of the good relationship between pupils and staff, a good relationship results in open information, assistance, re-assured children, safe children, happier children, efficient learning so potentials are met.

The safeguarding role is also a big part of being a Teaching Assistant and pastoral care, taking that responsibility to ensure the child is safe and all correct information is passed on immediately to be dealt with. In the Author (Williams, B 2020) experience he has found himself in a situation where rival groups of young people planned to meet with another group from another school to conflict physically during a short conversation as the pupils left, he instantly asked the boys to wait and passed the information on to the Safeguarding Manager within the school and the police were called for the situation defused .Its mandatory to make sure the pupils are protected and safe within the school and outside of school (schoolsmith 2017).
The Emotional Literacy Support Assistant is a role targeted at the emotional needs of pupils within their own assets (ELSA Network). Within the school environment pupils do not simply shut their feeling off when entering the school grounds, leave their household or personal problems outside of school. These problems could be from a wide range, in fact Public Health Scotland stated in England “almost 50% experienced 1 ACE” a high figure that required serious attention (Public Health Scotland 2020). Within the work environment the Emotional Learning Support Assistant structured lessons will include working on emotions, thoughts and relationships for example, a child in primary school is consistently falling out with other pupils and has Adverse Childhood Experiences background the Emotional Learning Support Assistant would be working on developing their social skills, model better peer relationships, Manage and come to understanding emotions and to help basement and loss management (Dr Smith, H et al  Dr Girdham,S) interventions to educate and allow the child and Teaching Assistant to understand where to problem lies and what needs to be improved. The pastoral role of a TA is mandatory in regard to time, it wouldn’t be possible for teachers to undertake this level of care, time whilst being in charge of teaching (Martin, M 2016) It is important to include the 105,000 Special Educational Needs in 2015, 12,000 have formal statements (Dauncey 2016). These statistics stated re-enforce the importance of the pastoral role that Teaching Assistants supply in addition to teachers. Without the Teaching Assistants adapting and adopting the pastoral roles, it would mean the Special Educational Needs children wouldn’t get the attention they need to develop their skills, Adverse Childhood Experiences wouldn’t have the Emotional Learning Support Assistant lessons to develop themselves. 
Many Teaching Assistants are not required to provide pastoral care unless stated. To add to my earlier point about pastoral care being a natural role that Teaching Assistants provide, it isn’t actually official. 
Teaching Assistants often provide support with tracking attendance of students and provide the time to exercise their Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan. This links with the pastoral role as children with Aces may be kept home to avoid them telling the school incriminating evidence or any physical marks to fade before they return to school. It’s possible to say that a child that is venerable also can’t commit to school as their mental health is acting like a barrier, or a bullied child will fear coming to school. 
Two essential skills for support staff are empathy and sympathy. To communicate and to exceed in the pastoral roll empathy is key to understanding others and receiving their views and feeling about certain topics (Goleman 2020). This is essential for a Teaching Assistant as in pastoral care you must consider the children’s reactions, triggers, thought and feelings about certain situations or actions. In the school environment it would not formulate a good relationship between a pupil and a staff member if they continuously found counter arguments, repelled the fact they are not the child and don’t understand why they would think or feel such a way. If a child was upset giving the child empathy would be putting yourself in their shoes, relate to them and try your best to understand how their feeling are being navigated and with good experience showing them a way of overcoming and suggestions for how to help. Sympathy is feeling for another person’s feelings as if it is your own (Skills You Need). If you find yourself in a situation where the child has lost a family member, it shoes great sympathy to look sad, portray the message that you understand this isn’t a happy subject. Pastoral support as a Teaching Assistant requires this skill as much as empathy, showing you are sad for them, that you understand the pain, recognize that what’s happened will affect feelings. It is clear that a combination of both skills work hand in hand and come natural to the Teaching Assistant role, you may be trained in how to help but showing human feelings and reactions will only encourage the children to speak and overcome the problem.



To conclude this essay, it is important to re excaudate how the current generation of scientific discoveries of traits, learning difficulties have adapted schools and roles within the school. Teaching Assistants currently provide school with roles in specific areas, targeting behaviour, progression, understanding, relationships that cannot happen without their help. Time isn’t to spare as a teaching as the teaching assistant fills all the necessary gaps to make efficient working children across the board at all ages and ability levels. All of these factors contribute towards more efficient schools and better pastoral care for the children, safer children. As stated in my introduction school would not be able to function effectively without the Teaching Assistants.





















References

Harris, C. 2017. Schools can't function without teaching assistants – but they're first in the firing line when budgets are cut. Available at: https://www.tes.com/news/schools-cant-function-without-teaching-assistants-theyre-first-firing-line-when-budgets-are(Accessed 23/12/2020)
Prospero Teaching. (2015). WHAT IS A LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANT (LSA)?. AVEILABLE AT: HTTPS://PROSPEROTEACHING.COM/2015/04/WHAT-IS-A-LEARNING-SUPPORT-ASSISTANT-LSA/(ACCESSED: (06/12/2020).

EDUSTAFF. (2015) TA OR LSA: WHITCH ONE ARE YOU. AVEILABLE AT: HTTPS://WWW.EDUSTAFF.CO.UK/BLOG/159_ (ACCESSED 06/12/2020)

BROMLEY, M. (2019) The four Cs of effective teaching assistants. Aveilable at:HTTPS://WWW.HEADTEACHER-UPDATE.COM/BEST-PRACTICE-ARTICLE/THE-FOUR-CS-OF-EFFECTIVE-TEACHING-ASSISTANTS/214968/(ACCESSED 06/12/2020)
Online Learning Collage. (2018) How To Become A Teaching Assistant> Available at:https://www.online-learning-college.com/news/how-to-become-a-teaching-assistant/(Accessed06/10/2020)
at:About ELSA – ELSA Network.(Accessed 07/12/2020)
Public Health Scotland. 2020. Available at: Overview of ACEs - Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) - Children - Population groups - Public Health Scotland(Accessed 07/12/2020) 

Dr Smith, H et al  Dr Girdham,S. What does the ELSA training programme involve. Available at: ELSA — Psychology 360 (Accessed 07/12/2020)

Martin,M. 2016. The importance of teaching assistants. Available at: The importance of teaching assistants | Stonebridge Associated Colleges (Accessed 07/12/2020)

Dauncey, M. 2016. Additional Learning Needs (ALN) in Wales. Available at: Additional Learning Needs (ALN) in Wales (Accessed 07/12/2020)

Butler-Smith, S. (2017) What is pastoral care and safeguarding in schools? Aveilable at: https://www.schoolsmith.co.uk/pastoral-care-schools/ (Accessed 06/12/2020)

Goleman, D. 2011-2020. What is Empathy? Aveilable at: https://www.skillsyouneed.com/ips/empathy.html (Accessed 07/12/2020)
Skills you Need. Sympathy, Empathy and Compassion. Available at:https://www.skillsyouneed.com/ips/sympathy.html(Accessed 07/12/2020)
Meadus, E. (2020).Taking a fresh look at attendance.(Available at: https://attendancemattersmagonline.co.uk/taking-a-fresh-look-at-attendance/(Accessed 23/12/2020)



