Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross curricular approach.
 This essay will demonstrate how a theme can be used to develop children’s learning in a cross-curricular way in Key Stage Two, particularly focussing on Year Four. The theme will also advance the teaching of the six areas of learning and experience as outlined in the new curriculum for primary teaching (Donaldson, 2015). The chosen theme for this essay is Roald Dahl, his personal life in relation to Wales as well as his books. This theme has been chosen because it is broad enough to encompass most of the curriculum and cross-curricular aims as well as being interesting for the children. They may be able to relate to some of the characters in the books and as such empathise with them and their struggles. Dahl is welsh-born and was raised in wales for the early part of his life. This gives scope for learning based on the Curriculum Cymreig as well as giving a personal aspect to the work as places that were significant to Dahl may also be significant to them in their lives. The theme will also help to achieve the four purposes of the new curriculum as outlined by Donaldson. In the current curriculum, the essay will help to develop the three Cross-Curricular aims; the Curriculum Cymreig, the Digital Competence Framework and the Literacy and Numeracy Framework. 
Cross-Curricular teaching can be outlined in 8 approaches (Barnes, 2015). The ‘tokenistic’ approach describes when no real connection is made between the subjects, the tenuous link is only there to be able to say Cross-Curricular teaching had been attempted. The ‘Hierarchical’ approach is when the teaching in one subject is used to enhance the learning of another subject and is commonly used when developing Cross-Curricular learning. This approach will be used within the activities. The Cross Curricular approach ‘Single transferrable Subject’ refers to when one subject is chosen to be developed across the whole curriculum, for example enhancing literacy in all subject areas, which these activities will do. The overarching theme of all the activities is the development of literacy, focusing on reading, at year four. ‘Theme- based’ cross- curricular learning is self-explanatory and will be an essential approach in this essay. The ‘Multi-disciplinary’ approach combines a ‘significant experience’ with discrete learning in other subjects to enhance the learning of several subjects at once. In contrast, the ‘Inter- Disciplinary’ approach focusses on the links between subjects and the creative thinking processes involved in them. ‘Opportunistic’ Cross-Curricular learning occurs spontaneously and is mainly child-led. For example, class visits often produce significant amounts of opportunistic Cross-Curricular learning.  Finally, ‘Double-focus’ aims to promote a balance of both Cross-Curricular teaching and single subject teaching. This aim can bring out the positives of both types of learning to create the most effective learning experience.
Cross-Curricular Teaching has both advantages and disadvantages. One clear advantage of the Cross-Curricular Approach is that it mirrors learning in everyday life. The world is Cross-Curricular by its nature, and in order to produce ‘Ethical, Informed Citizens of Wales and the world’ (Donaldson, 2015) children should be prepared for their experience in the world by learning in the same way that knowledge and information will be presented to them outside the classroom. Another argument for Cross-Curricular learning tells us that by focussing on child-led approaches, such as opportunistic learning, can allow children to find their own interests within their learning and communicate any misunderstandings or questions they may have about their learning or the world in general. (Barnes, 2015). This in turn can help them to become more well rounded as people to achieve the purposes of Donaldson’s new curriculum.
On the other hand, there are also disadvantages to Cross- Curricular Learning. If done without proper thought, too many subjects may be grouped under the ‘Cross-Curricular’ banner, which could mean no meaningful learning takes place because too much is being covered in not enough detail. This could also be detrimental to the students’ progression records as it is hard to measure progress when the subjects are not separated. ‘Progress towards particular subject objectives is not easy to manage even when only two subjects are involved’ (Barnes, 2015). Although tests and progression should not be as important as skills learned when valuing an education, these measures of progress are still intrinsic in our education system. A cross- curricular approach is not well suited to this method. Another disadvantage of the Cross-Curricular approach is that the information is not studied in enough depth when taught in a cross-curricular way. Jones argues that ‘interdisciplinary studies focus on the fringes of a field’, meaning that only the edges of a subject is studied when done so in a cross-curricular way (Jones, 2009).
The Cross-Curricular lesson activities are themed around the life and works of Roald Dahl. My first activity is focussed on the ‘Science and Technology’ Area of Learning and Experience. In terms of the current curriculum, this lesson is based on Design and Technology and English. In the lesson, pupils will create their own ‘Chocolate Creations’ based on the book ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ By Roald Dahl. In previous learning, the class will have read the novel during guided reading sessions. They will then take ideas from the text to influence their own ideas for their chocolate. By doing this, the children are following the LITERACY AND NUMERACY FRAMEWORK, which asks year four to ‘select and use information and ideas from texts’ (Learning Wales, 2014). To create the recipe, students will have to devise the amount of ingredients and what quantities would work best in their mixture. This is part of the LITERACY AND NUMERACY FRAMEWORK for KS2, in which children must ‘estimate and visualise size when measuring and use the correct units.’ (Learning Wales, 2014) This can be achieved by estimating the ingredients they will need before measuring them exactly. The creation of the chocolate itself falls under the Design and Technology element of the curriculum, as children ‘work to their specification/recipe to make products’ (Learning Wales, 2013). In terms of approaches, this lesson falls under the Hierarchical Cross-Curricular approach, as the learning of numeracy is helping to support the Design and Technology learning. The literacy aspect is used as a springboard for the learning and also encompasses the theme based Cross-Curricular learning which is the overriding subject of the activity.
The Second activity focusses on the life of Roald Dahl himself. Dahl has a rich connection to Wales, particularly during his childhood, at the same age the children currently are. This can help them to put themselves in Dahl’s shoes when discussing his experiences. In this task, the children will read the first chapters of his early autobiography- ‘Boy: Tales of childhood’ as a class. This is a part of the Literacy provision at KS2, which allows children to ‘develop their ability to read a range of continuous and non-continuous texts with fluency, accuracy and enjoyment’.(Learning Wales, 2016) The children will then be asked to research meaningful Welsh places from the autobiography using iPads and the internet to research, such as his place of birth, primary school and where he went on holiday. This is part of the Digital Competence Framework (DIGITAL COMPETENCE FRAMEWORK), one of the Cross-Curricular aims. Within the DIGITAL COMPETENCE FRAMEWORK, learners will be able to ‘find relevant information using different keywords and search techniques’ and to ‘select an appropriate website from search results and begin to consider if the content is reliable’. (Learning Wales, 2016). As well as the DIGITAL COMPETENCE FRAMEWORK, this activity enhances the learning within ICT at KS2, including to ‘find information from a variety of sources for a defined purpose’ and ‘select suitable information and make simple judgements about sources of information’ (Learning Wales, 2013). This also uses aspects of the Yn Curriculum Cymreig, as by learning about where was special to Dahl in his childhood, children are learning about ‘Understanding how lives and localities have been shaped by the past’ (Learning Wales, 2003). This activity uses the ‘Theme- based’ Cross-Curricular approach.

The final activity is based on ‘Matilda’ by Roald Dahl. The children will compose a piece of music to describe the feeling Matilda has before she makes things move with her mind. The children will read the chapter of the book when Matilda first discovers she has this power. They will then discuss how she could be feeling at this part of the story. This is part of the Literacy and Numeracy Framework, which allows children to ‘explore information and ideas beyond their personal experience’ (Learning Wales, 2014). They can then discuss how those feelings could be translated into a composition including what instruments could be used, for example using loud sounds such as cymbals and drums to represent anger and smaller sounds such as a triangle to indicate fear. The children will then perform this composition, which will be recorded in order for them to be able to play back and analyse their performance in terms of how well represented the emotion of Matilda is to the piece. This could then be used in further learning to develop a dance piece, set to the composition, based on the emotions felt in the book. This activity falls under ‘Expressive Arts’ in the new curriculum and helps to achieve Donaldson’s ‘Enterprising, creative learners’, one of the four purposes of the new curriculum. (Donaldson, 2015). In the music curriculum, this activity allows children to ‘communicate ideas and emotions through music’ as well as ‘explore, use, create, select and organise sounds for a musical purpose’. (Learning Wales, 2008). The Cross-Curricular approach in this activity is Multi-disciplinary, as there is a ‘significant experience’ involved, in this case the performance of the composition. The discrete learning is applied when the reading is done and the discussion about emotions occurs. The combination of these leads to a multi-disciplinary approach to Cross-Curricular learning.

In conclusion, the activities chosen all have an overarching Cross-Curricular emphasis on literacy. This is due to the chosen theme being the life and works of a literary author. This can be used as part of a single transferrable subject Cross-Curricular approach, within a class or a whole school. The advantages to this approach are that the children are able to focus on a topic that interests them and study it in greater depth with a wide range of subjects. On the other hand, this approach may make it harder for teachers to be able to gauge the progress of the learning of the children in this thematic approach. By using this method of teaching, children will have good engagement with lessons as their interest will be kept high throughout the activities as they discover the subject in depth and may begin to have a greater understanding of the processes involved in creating the books and have an appreciation for the life of Roald Dahl in relation to Wales.
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