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This essay will examine and analyse the aspects of global challenges that effect access to education, particularly in developing areas of the word and international organisations that are seeking to overcome these issues. This will further develop knowledge and understanding of the key aspects of global sustainability. This will be done by identifying and demonstrating critical barriers to education and how the role of the government and other organisations work to overcome these barriers. It will demonstrate a critical appreciation of the value of sustainable global education in the community. 
Global education is enabling children to participate in shaping a better future for themselves, emphasising on interdependence, developing their individual self and appreciation of cultural diversity. Also looking at their human rights as well as a sustainable future. Global education promotes individuals to take responsibility for their actions and to picture themselves as a global citizen who can contribute and make the world a more peaceful, sustainable place. The global perspectives of global education emphases on five learning perspectives. Interdependence and globalisation are to understand social, political and economic links between people and how the impact changes have on each other. Identity and cultural diversity is an understanding an individual and their culture while being open to others with different cultures and backgrounds. Social justice and human rights are an understanding of the impact that inequality and discrimination affect people and the importance of standing up for your rights as an individual and respecting the rights of others. Peace building and conflict resolution is an understanding of the importance to build and maintain a stable positive and trusting relationship with others and remember ways that conflict can be resolved peacefully or prevented. Sustainable future is an understanding of ways in which individuals can meet our current needs without adversely affecting the quality of the environment or reducing the capacity of future generations to meet their needs. (Globaleducation.edu.au, 2012). The United Nations (UN) have created the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) which is a blueprint in order to achieve better and become a more sustainable future for all. “These goals address challenges we face, including poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental degradation, peace and justice”. There are 17 goals, and each are all interconnected so that no one is left out and it is said that these goals should be achieved by 2030. (United Nations Sustainable Development, 2020). The United Nations set Sustainable Development Goals which includes, “No poverty, zero hunger, good health and wellbeing, quality education, gender equality, clean water and sanitation, affordable and clean energy, decent work and economic growth, industry, innovation and infrastructure, reduced inequalities, sustainable cities and communities, responsible consumption and production, climate action, life below water, life on land, peace, justice and strong institutions, and partnerships for the goals.” (The Global Goals, 2020). In order for world equality and equity, and global economy growth to continue that does not affect other countries or harm still being caused to the environment then globalisation can still happen but not by 2030 as predicted. This essay will discuss further including the many barriers faced. While considering Education for Sustainability, the world is forever changing views and reflecting on global gender issues it also includes discrimination, child labour, the value of a child, poverty, culture, child brides and war.
The main body of this essay is to identify and discover barriers into universal education, in particular this essay will look at Afghanistan. Afghanistan’s education system has been devastated for more than three decades of sustained conflict. Many children in this country only have a distant dream of completing primary school, especially in rural areas. It is also difficult for girls to join schools despite recent progress in raising enrolment. In the poorest and more remote areas of Afghanistan, the enrolment levels vary extensively, and girls still lack equal access. “An estimated 3.7 million children are out-of-school in Afghanistan – 60% of them are girls.” (Unicef.org, 2016). Factors that result in the lack of girls not attending school is there is only 16 per cent of schools that are girls only, many of which lack proper sanitation facilities to use which further hinders the attendance of girls. There are also certain sociocultural factors that undermine the girl’s opportunity of education as 17 per cent of girls continue to marry as young as 15 or before. According to the Thomas Reuters Foundation, Afghanistan is the second most dangerous country for woman out of 10 other countries. Experts stated that women face dire problems nearly 17 years after the overthrow of the Taliban. “Ranked as the most dangerous country for women in three areas – non-sexual violence, access to healthcare, and access to economic resources.” (U.S., 2018). All of which women need in order to protect and provide for their families on a day to day basis. ‘Human Rights Watch’ reported that almost 90 percent of women report about their human rights being abused, such as forced marriage, abduction, forced prostitution and sexual abuse. Despite the Law on Elimination of Violence against women (EVAW) and the legislations on gender equality, there are still frequent attacks on women, feminist activists and politicians. Unfortunately, the law enforcement in Afghanistan are not active enough in regard to violence against women and religious Islamic leaders still have significant influence on the political environment. (Refworld.org, 2009). It is said that up to 80% of Afghan women are illiterate (UNESCO) and currently only 21.7% of all girls have access to education. (Unesdoc.unesco.org, 2015).
Schools in some parts of Afghanistan have a shortage of schools which means that children must travel a long distance with insufficient transportation, and this leads to fewer children going to school and this is one of the main obstacles to education. Geographical barriers such as long walking distances or climbing mountainous areas make it hard for children and once the children make it to the school they often receive a lower quality of education as there is only 48 per cent of teachers that have the minimum academic qualifications. “The socio-political and humanitarian crises that Afghanistan faces critically affect a fragile education system.” (Unicef.org, 2016). There are even weather barriers that exacerbate the situation of the children going to school, natural disasters such as earthquakes, landslides and floods raise parental concerns about their children’s safety which prevents the children going to school. Inefficient resource management and structural problems also mean it’s not easy to make improvements. The Education Law of 2008 mandates that children must complete nine years of compulsory education and free education at a higher level is a constitutional right in Afghanistan. “Pre-school educational level, intermediate (basic) education, secondary, technical professional, vocational, artistic, formal Islamic education, higher education, teachers’ training, literacy and basic practical education in the public educational and training institutions are provided for free.” (Planipolis.iiep.unesco.org, 1387). However, the capacity is lacking in public institutions and within the last decade or more there are dozens of fee private institutions which most are for profit, this has risen due to the ever-growing demand for higher education. (Craddock, 2020). Linking this to the formal learning theory, if the children miss out on their experience in school then they will not be able to progress much more in later life. “Formal education encompasses primary, lower and upper secondary education, higher and university education that culminate in the achievement of a degree or a professional qualification or diploma or a recognised certification as well as adult education programmes.” (Young-adulllt.eu, 2011).
Looking at the sociocultural theory is an emerging theory in psychology, it looks at the important contributions that society makes to individual development. This theory is based on the interaction between developing people and the culture in which they live. “Sociocultural theory focuses not only how adults and peers influence individual learning, but also on how cultural beliefs and attitudes impact how instruction and learning take place.”, “According to Vygotsky, children are born with basic biological constraints on their minds. Each culture, however, provides what he referred to as 'tools of intellectual adaptation.' These tools allow children to use their basic mental abilities in a way that is adaptive to the culture in which they live. For example, while one culture might emphasize memory strategies such as note-taking, other cultures might utilize tools like reminders or rote memorization.” (Cherry, 2020).
Without children gaining a decent education, children will go as they grow up not having as understanding of how to read, write or have the opportunity to get a job to help provide for their families when the individuals grow older and have their own children. As previously stated, Afghanistan is a county that has been faced with a lot of conflict which has taken a major toll on the countries economic growth. 
“Afghanistan’s biggest economic challenge is finding sustainable sources of growth. To date, the World Bank has committed more than $4.4 billion for development projects. The Bank-administered Afghanistan Reconstruction Trust Fund has raised more than $11.4 billion.” (World Bank, 2019). There is slow growth that reflects on the impact of severe drought and the intensifying insecurity with the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan that recorded over 3,812 civilian casualties between January and June of 2019, and more than 1.1 million afghan individuals are left internally displaced due to the conflict. Not only does this conflict affect the areas in which these individuals live but also the families that are affect when children are recruited to become ‘child soldiers’. An organisation called the ‘Human Rights Watch’ found that from research the “Taliban forces in Afghanistan have added scores of children to their ranks since mid-2015 in violation of the international prohibition on the use of child soldiers.” (Human Rights Watch, 2016). Afghanistan continue to recruit and use children despite the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) Article 26, “Everyone has the right to education”. (Un.org, 2015). According to Elisabeth Schauer and Thomas Elbert, “Child soldiers are raised in an environment of severe violence, experience it, and subsequently often commit cruelties and atrocities of the worst kind. This repeated exposure to chronic and traumatic stress during development leaves the children with mental and related physical ill-health, notably PTSD and severe personality changes.” (Schauer and Elbert, 2010). Exposure to all the violence and war also deprives the children from having a normal healthy development which can later impair their integration into society as a fully functioning member. In order to somewhat get the children’s mental health back to a positive function individual they would need to have extensive mental health service needs and attend rehabilitation programmes to work on gaining a better lifestyle for themselves. 
There is still a substantial number of barriers that are in place regarding access to global education. Due to the conflict in Afghanistan and the impact on natural disasters, individuals living in poverty and are said to be living on less than a dollar a day. According to the Afghanistan Living Conditions Survey (ALCS), a joint study with the European union and the Afghanistan’s central statistics organisation, it shows that the national poverty rate is rising up to 55 per cent in 2016/17 from 38 per cent in 2011/12. “The high poverty rates represent the combined effect of stagnating economic growth, increasing demographic pressures, and a deteriorating security situation,” (Jain, 2018). Afghanistan’s agriculture has had a serious decrease as the economy is struggling as the ALCS reports that 20 of the 34 provinces are suffering from serious drought and international agencies aren’t capable to support without seeking millions of dollars to help them. Due to food insecurity also rising individuals are forced to sell their land, take their children out of school and be totally dependent on the help of food aid. (Jain, 2018). Afghanistan is still “recovering from decades of conflict, living standards still among the lowest in the world, highly dependent on foreign aid, and suffering from shortages of housing, water, electricity, and jobs, effecting families all over Afghanistan. (Cia.gov, 2019). 
Looking at Afghanistan in comparison to the United Kingdom there are some vast differences that show how the United Kingdom are somewhat better off that Afghanistan, although there are some points where Afghanistan have better qualities. Health as a whole Afghanistan men and women’s average life expectancy is only 50-53 whereas men and women in the United Kingdom have a life expectancy for 79-83. Looking at obesity Afghanistan has a smaller rate of 5.5 percent of adults that are obese and adults in the United Kingdom have a rate of 27.8 percent. Economy in the United kingdom is better than Afghanistan on making more money, less likely to be unemployed ans less likely to lie below the poverty line but Afghanistan has a better tax rate than the United Kingdom by the tax rate of 20.0 percent. Looking at bringing life into this world the United Kingdom are less likely to die during childbirth or death during infancy but there are more children being born in Afghanistan as the United Kingdom have 68.1 less children. Although there are many risks in Afghanistan with childbirth and infancy more and more women give birth to help with providing for the family and support when they grow older regardless of the health issues that may arise. Basic needs overall is better in the United Kingdom than Afghanistan as we are more likely to have electricity, internet access and having access to improved drinking water. Afghanistan are better off than the United Kingdom when looking at expenditures as they spend less on education and healthcare and the United Kingdom spend more.  (Mylifeelsewhere.com, 2020). 
In conclusion to the aspects of global challenges that effect access to education, particularly in developing areas of the word and international organisations that are seeking to overcome these issues, the chosen country is a far poorer country when looking at the education. This essay identified and demonstrated critical barriers to education and how the role of the government and other organisations work together in order to overcome some of the barriers mentioned. Looking at the differences between the statistics of both countries, the United Kingdom is better more advanced in education than Afghanistan. “children out of primary school, per 1000 is 1.08 million which is 149 times more than the United Kingdom”. (Nationmaster.com, 2020). “compulsory education duration is ranked 132nd whereas United Kingdom is ranked 22nd, 33 percent more than Afghanistan. Economic development is closely connected with educational development, within all countries low developing countries such as Afghanistan. Education and learning is something that we use and develop throughout our lives, globalisation, global citizenship and education is for sustainability and all must play their part in order to achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s), United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHRs). Co-operation from all countries, especially those with a higher income countries, it will increase the chances of the goals to be met and the countries such as Afghanistan having chance of better education and the opportunity to live outside of poverty and destruction. As previously stated in order for world equality and equity, and global economy growth to continue that does not affect other countries or harm still being caused to the environment then globalisation can still happen but not by 2030 as predicted, there needs to be drastic changes made, and everyone needs to be on board, if everyone is not on board then it will only take longer and longer for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) to be met. Resulting in the predicted date to be altered over and over again until there is a huge number of individuals on board with the cause.
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