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Appendices 

Appendix 1: End of ‘electives fortnight’ summary 
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Speech for presentation 

Introduction 

Good morning all,   

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you all for welcoming us into your school for us 

to undertake our electives experience to gather research and data to inform our 

findings.  

Area for research 

With a personal interest in music and musical background, I thought it would be a good 

idea to research into this somehow, although I was unsure as to which route I wanted 

to focus in on. I thought about the effect’s music can have on pupils health and well-

being, how music can help children with ALN and simply by itself, with how is music 

really taught in the primary school?  

On finding out where I would be undertaking my electives experience, here at P, I 

decided to have a look at your inspection report to see your strongest areas found by 

Estyn that I could link to music and its delivery. From here, I found that you had been 
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asked to prepare a case study on your use of the outdoor areas. Therefore, I decided 

upon the question ‘Is there a place for music in the outdoor environment?’ 

Nursery 

On finding out about being placed in the Nursery, I was quite nervous as I have had 

very limited time in a Nursery class as a key stage two specialist. However, in the time 

I have spent in the Nursery classes here, it has allowed me to see the importance of 

Nursery to children's education. It is important for the children to develop their basic 

personal and social skills, speech and language and recognition of numbers before 

being able to go into further formal education.  

I was unaware of the importance of music in the foundation phase until I was 

recommended to look at the government's creative development report and saw the 

children engaging in singing with the class and exploring different sounds.  

Music in Nursery 

Government guidance for creative development in the foundation phase which states 

that ‘children should take part in singing to work with others and think creatively’ has 

been seen daily, and not only in the Nursery. It was clear early on in the electives that 

children are given many opportunities to sing together and develop their musical skills 

in addition to many others. Children also perform on the stage using their song of the 

week to develop their use of phonics as well as exploring different sounds from using 

man-made instruments as well as other objects and natural resources on their stage 

where they can explore without disturbing others.   

Reception 

A visit to the forest was an important experience for me as I have not seen such 

resources in any other school I have visited. During a lesson in the forest with 

reception, I took the opportunity to work with a group of learners listening to their 

surroundings as research has suggested that the use of the outdoor environment is 

important for ‘fine-tuning’ listening skills as it allows different sounds to be listened to 

and requires deeper concentration. This was also evident in one pupil’s exploration 

into how one stick could make different sounds by banging against different materials.  
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Year 3 - Outside 

In this lesson, children had to create their own lyrics to a tune they had previously 

learned and use the resources around them to add percussion. Working outside meant 

that children were more excited which meant their listening and behaviour skills were 

not as they normally are. This meant that children had to be reminded to get back on 

task multiple times and not just be hitting the instruments with no aim.  

The range of materials meant children were not limited to the use of their body for 

percussion. As a range of materials was set out in the area for them to use, as well as 

any other materials they found, children enhanced their performances by including 

rhythms and patterns on a variety of instruments.  

Confidence is influenced by many things such as pupils’ involvement and excitement. 

As mentioned below, group collaboration was greater with more pupils taking an active 

role in the planning of the performance, children had more involvement and therefore 

had greater confidence in their performance.  

Musical elements were also met greater in the outdoor session as they were able to 

include a range of dynamics, rhythms and textures to their performance developing 

skills within the music curriculum.  

Year 3 – Inside 

A similar lesson was undertaken inside, where a range of materials was not available, 

the pupils used body percussion. Unlike the outside lesson, the behaviour of the pupils 

was normal and did not require extra reinforcing to ensure pupils remained on task. 

This may be due to the children not having the distraction of the irregular materials 

and therefore remaining on the directed task.  A limitation to their confidence may be 

in opposition to why the outside groups had greater confidence and their collaboration. 

As one child took the main lead deciding on the percussion patterns and rhythms, 

other pupils did not have such a feeling of involvement or excitement towards their 

performance.  

Conclusion 

In interviews with children, it was evident that children believe that music does have a 

place in the outdoor environment. They told me how music can be developed further 
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as they are more engaged in their work and they can be more creative with their ideas, 

which suggests that they are therefore becoming more confident in what they are 

doing and become determined to do their work to a high level.  

From interviews and questionnaires, staff have agreed with what the children have 

said. I have found that it will be beneficial for me to further develop the use of the 

outside environment to deliver music lessons in my future practice.  

Thank you  

I am very grateful for the opportunity P Primary has given me and I would like to 

thank you, all the staff and pupils for your help and support during my time here.  
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Appendix 2: Authorised ethical approval
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Appendix 3: Consent form 
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Appendix 4: Transcript – RW 
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Appendix 5: Exploration of sounds  
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Appendix 6: Questionnaire response 
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Appendix 7: Year three lesson – 

Percussion used inside and outside 

 

Inside: Body percussion – Clapping  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ECAD6003  1600198 

25 | P a g e  
 

Outside: Body percussion, rubber bricks, tables, sticks, rocks, shells, 

pots/pans, spatulas and plastic crates.  
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Appendix 8: Write up of year 3 music lesson 

 

During the session inside, I felt as though the groups were very divided. I had been 

informed that the class do not work well in groups, therefore, they were targeting to 

improve their collaborative skills. This suggested that these children were therefore 

not totally engaged in their work as they were not taking part in developing the lyrics 

or body percussion movements in preparation for their performance. This meant that 

when it came to the performance, some children within the groups were unsure as to 

what they were supposed to be doing. However, this was not so evident during the 

session outdoors. Children were seen to work more collaboratively, perhaps because 

they were eager to make use of the different materials they had found and wanted to 

input their own ideas into their performance. This meant that they were more willing to 

engage in the task and listen to other pupils’ ideas bringing many of the children’s 

ideas to create their piece of music.  

The creativity of children was seen to be greater during the lesson outside than the 

inside session. This was evident as during the session inside, children merely used 

minimal sounds using their bodies as percussion. There was little creativity involved 

in coming up with different sounds. Therefore, also limiting the development of 

children’s musical knowledge. In contrast, the outside session allowed children to 

explore the different musical elements of texture and dynamics as they used a range 

of materials to enhance their performance and express themselves.  

Children’s behaviour during the inside session was as normal and expected. Usual 

behaviour management strategies were enforced when required by the teacher on 

limited occasions. Although this was not the case when the session took place outside. 

Children were seen to go off task quickly and seeing how loud they could make the 

resources available by banging them. This meant that a short amount of time at the 

beginning of the lessons was wasted as children were completely off task. However, 

after being spoken to by the teacher, this was turned around after children had become 

used to being outside and had been able to make as much noise as they could. From 

here, the children worked collaboratively, and the behaviour went back to normal with 

the usual strategies being put in place when required. In conversation with the TA after 

the session, it was said that this sort of experience has not been given to the children 
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before. Therefore, their behaviour at the start of the session was expected as it was 

very unusual for the children. Perhaps if opportunities like this are given on a regular 

basis, the children would become familiar with the resources and could enhance their 

skills further using the outdoor environment.  
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Appendix 9: Interview E x4 year 4 pupils. 

 

Have you made or created your own song or piece of music in school using 

instruments or anything else? 

Oh, yes, we were supposed to make our own songs before Christmas on the iPad, but 

we didn’t really know what to do so we just played around with them making weird 

noises.  

 

What did you use to make your song? Did you have physical instruments to help you?  

No, we weren’t allowed to use the real instruments. We had to use garage band and 

the iPads. 

 

Did you know what the instruments on garage band were?  

No, we just had to play with them and see what they all did. 

 

Would you have liked to have seen these instruments being played properly so that 

you knew how they sound and help you to compose your song?  

Individuals –  

“That would be so cool”.  

“I really want to see how someone plays the guitar properly because it sounded really 

weird on the iPad”.  

Overall –  

Yes, that would be so cool to see them being played. We don’t get how people play 

things like the trombone or flute because they look so hard to play.  
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Appendix 10: Interview with music coordinator (CL) 

 

 

How would you feel about allowing children to take instruments outside to compose 

their own piece of music? 

I wouldn’t personally feel comfortable allowing children to take instruments outside 

because they are more likely to break them out there. I would prefer to stay in the 

contained and quiet classroom environment which would make it easier for the 

children to work and record their compositions on paper.  

Maybe if it was relevant, the initial part of the composing could be done outside with 

children doing listening walks to see what they can hear out there and bringing those 

sounds back into the classroom and recreating them with the instruments.  

 

What do you believe are the challenges to teaching music?  

Time. Pressures from other subjects (literacy, numeracy, science). The music 

curriculum is, unfortunately, the first area that teachers forget about due to the 

pressures of more important curriculums, so it is the first thing that goes. I have seen 

this in a number of schools in my time, but it is also happening here too. Even with a 

music degree, I still drop it first. But, with the new Donaldson curriculum coming in, 

hopefully, this will be stopped and it will become important again and the time and 

pressure restraints will be removed.  
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Appendix 11: Questionnaire responses 
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Appendix 12: Questionnaire responses 
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Appendix 13: Questionnaire response 
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How do you view the importance of interactive lessons to engage 
children? 
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Appendix 14: Photos of children holding instruments 
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Appendix 15: Questionnaire response 

 

 


