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One crime activity that is relevant to classical criminology and evidence-based policing is burglary. Classical criminology is a theoretical approach that explains criminal behavior as a rational choice made by individuals who weigh the potential benefits and costs of their actions. Evidence-based policing, on the other hand, involves using scientific research and data analysis to inform police practices and strategies. In this essay, we will explore how classical criminology can inform evidence-based policing in the context of burglary.
One of the key insights of classical criminology is that crime is a function of rational decision-making. According to this perspective, individuals engage in criminal behaviour when they perceive that the benefits of doing so outweigh the costs. This means that if the costs of committing burglary are perceived to be high, individuals are less likely to engage in this behaviour. This insight can inform evidence-based policing by suggesting that policies and strategies that increase the perceived costs of burglary can be effective in reducing crime (Cullen & Agnew, 2013).
One strategy that has been shown to increase the perceived costs of burglary is target hardening. Target hardening involves making it more difficult for burglars to gain access to potential targets, such as homes or businesses. This can include measures such as installing burglar alarms, CCTV cameras, and reinforced doors and windows (Tilley & Laycock, 2013). Research has shown that target hardening can be an effective crime prevention strategy, particularly when used in conjunction with other strategies such as community policing and problem-oriented policing (Eck & Spelman, 2013).
Another key insight of classical criminology is that punishment can be an effective deterrent to crime. According to this perspective, if individuals perceive that the costs of engaging in criminal behaviour outweigh the benefits, they will be less likely to do so. This means that effective punishment can play a key role in reducing crime. Evidence-based policing can use this insight to inform strategies for deterring burglars. For example, research has shown that increasing the certainty of punishment can be more effective in deterring crime than increasing the severity of punishment (Nagin & Telep, 2017). This suggests that police should focus on increasing the likelihood of apprehension and conviction of burglars, rather than simply increasing the severity of their sentences.
It  can provide important insights into how to reduce crime, particularly in the context of burglary. By understanding that criminal behavior is a function of rational decision-making, evidence-based policing can use strategies such as target hardening and increasing the certainty of punishment to reduce the perceived benefits of burglary. By using these strategies in conjunction with other evidence-based policing practices, police can effectively reduce crime rates and make communities safer.

According to classical criminology, people commit crimes when they believe the advantages exceed the drawbacks. This indicates that people may be more inclined to engage in drug trafficking if they think the benefits, such as financial gain, exceed the hazards, such as arrest, incarceration, or violence. Yet, evidence-based enforcement has demonstrated that one of the most successful ways to combat this crime is to make drug trafficking seem more expensive and dangerous.
Enforcement actions that focus on reducing the drug supply are one strategy to raise the costs of drug trafficking. Drug supply reduction tactics seek to dismantle drug trafficking organisations, lessen drug accessibility, and raise the dangers and expenses of drug trafficking. For instance, authorities can use intelligence to identify drug trafficking networks and the major players within them. They can then deploy focused enforcement actions, including undercover operations, wiretaps, or controlled deliveries, to target the offenders and arrest them. By reducing the drug supply and raising the perceived dangers and expenses of drug trafficking, these enforcement operations can aid.
Drug demand reduction initiatives are another way to raise the costs of drug trafficking. Drug trafficking may be decreased as a result of initiatives to reduce drug demand and usage. In order to develop prevention, education, and treatment programmes that target the underlying social and economic conditions that contribute to drug use and addiction, for instance, police can collaborate with community organisations and public health organisations. By lowering the demand for drugs, these initiatives may serve to reduce drug traffickers' income and the allure of their business.
According to traditional criminology, punishment can serve as a powerful deterrence to crime. This implies that appropriate punishment can be crucial in lowering the crime of drug trafficking. It has demonstrated that just stiffening penalties may not be sufficient to stop drug trafficking. Police should instead concentrate on improving the likelihood of apprehending and convicting drug dealers. This entails employing data- and research-driven techniques that focus on high-risk regions and people, such as hot spot policing, problem-oriented police, and intelligence-led policing.
Social and economic variables influence crime. This implies that efforts to lessen drug trafficking should concentrate on tackling the underlying social and economic factors that support this behaviour. This understanding can be used to guide methods for stopping drug trafficking before it starts in evidence-based policing. In order to establish social initiatives like job training, education, and housing that can offer alternate options and lessen the motive for drug trafficking, police can, for instance, collaborate with community organisations and public agencies.

Classical criminology is a theoretical framework that emerged in the 18th century during the Age of Enlightenment. It is associated with the works of Cesare Beccaria, Jeremy Bentham, and other Enlightenment thinkers who sought to reform the criminal justice system by emphasizing rationality, free will, and the importance of punishment as a deterrent to crime. The key ideas and theories associated with classical criminology include Rationality and free will. According to traditional criminology, people are logical beings who carefully consider their options in the interests of their own self-interest. This idea holds that people have free will and are able to make decisions based on their own logical calculations of the pros and cons. Hedonistic calculus: People weigh the costs and benefits of participating in illicit activity while considering whether to do so. According to traditional theories of criminology, people will only commit crimes when the rewards outweigh the penalties. Punishment as a deterrent: According to traditional criminology, punishment is crucial in preventing crime. This notion holds that the harshness and certainty of the penalty ought to be proportionate to how serious the offence was. Punishment is seen as a means of preventing crime by increasing the perceived costs of criminal behavior.




Classical criminology provides a valuable theoretical framework for understanding crime and criminality. By emphasizing the importance of rationality, free will, and punishment as deterrents to crime, classical criminology sheds light on the decision-making processes that lead individuals to engage in criminal behavior. 
Understanding the rationality of criminal behaviour: According to traditional criminology, people are logical beings who deliberate carefully based on their own self-interest. We can learn more about the reasons that drive criminal behaviour by looking at the cost-benefit analysis people conduct before deciding whether to commit a crime. People might commit crimes, for instance, in order to attain material possessions or social standing.
Why punishment is important as a deterrent: Classical criminology places a strong emphasis on the value of punishment as a deterrent to crime. We can learn more about the efficacy of various sorts of sanctions in deterring criminal activity by studying the severity and certainty of punishment. For example, the threat of imprisonment may deter some individuals from engaging in criminal behavior, while others may be more influenced by the possibility of financial penalties. 

Evidence-based policing (EBP) is an approach to policing that uses scientific research to guide decision-making and practice. Several models of EBP have been developed to help police departments implement this approach. Here are three commonly used models of EBP:
Problem-Oriented Policing (POP): POP is an EBP model that emphasises figuring out and dealing with the root causes of criminal activity and disorder rather than merely responding to occurrences as they happen. A four-step procedure is used in the model: scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. Police departments find recurring or persistent issues in their neighbourhoods during the scanning phase. They conduct research to comprehend the root reasons of these issues throughout the analysis phase. They create and put into action interventions during the response phase to deal with these factors. In the assessment phase, they examine the success of their treatments and make any revisions.
SARA (Scanning, Analysis, Reaction, and Assessment) is a problem-solving approach that resembles POP in many ways. The scanning, analysis, reaction, and assessment phases of the model all take four steps. Police departments detect issues in their areas during the scanning phase. They conduct research to comprehend the root reasons of these issues throughout the analysis phase. They create and put into action interventions during the response phase to deal with these factors. In the assessment phase, they examine the success of their treatments and make any revisions.

Drug trafficking is one criminal activity that may be examined through the lens of both evidence-based policing and traditional criminology. According to traditional criminology, people commit crimes after carefully assessing the advantages and disadvantages of their options. Despite the risks of being arrested and imprisoned, people may be drawn to the lucrative illegal drug trade in the case of drug trafficking.
An evidence-based policing strategy called problem-oriented policing (POP) can be used to combat drug trafficking. An exhaustive investigation of the issue is carried out as the first stage in the POP approach. This entails gathering information on the volume and type of drug trafficking in a certain location as well as pinpointing the root causes of the issue.
The investigation may show that particular neighbourhoods have higher rates of drug trafficking or that specific elements, such poverty or a lack of educational opportunities, encourage drug trafficking.
After the analysis is finished, the police force can design and carry out a reaction strategy. This could entail a variety of approaches, including stepped-up police presence in high-crime areas, focused enforcement actions, and community involvement programmes. For instance, the police force may collaborate with neighbourhood groups to offer job training and other support services to people who run the risk of engaging in drug trafficking.

Classical criminology has several strengths. One of its key strengths is its focus on deterrence and punishment as the primary means of reducing crime (Lombroso, 1911). This has been a central tenet of criminal justice systems around the world for centuries, and classical criminology has provided a strong theoretical foundation for this approach. Classical criminology has also been influential in shaping the criminal justice system's approach to crime prevention and control (Cullen & Agnew, 2013). However, it also has some weaknesses. One of the main criticisms of classical criminology is that it tends to be overly simplistic in its approach to crime and criminal behavior (Lilly et al., 2015). Classical criminology assumes that all individuals are rational and capable of making decisions based on the potential costs and benefits of their actions. However, this assumption fails to account for the complex social, economic, and psychological factors that can influence an individual's behavior.
Evidence-based policing also has several strengths. One of its key strengths is its emphasis on using scientific research to guide policing practices (Eck, 2006). This has led to the development of several effective policing strategies, such as problem-oriented policing and hot spot policing, which have been shown to be effective in reducing crime (Sherman & Weisburd, 1995; Weisburd et al., 2014). Evidence-based policing has also helped to promote accountability and transparency in policing practices (Carter et al., 2017). However, it has some weaknesses. One of the main criticisms of evidence-based policing is that it can be difficult to implement in practice (Weisburd et al., 2014). This is because evidence-based policing requires police departments to collect and analyse large amounts of data, which can be time-consuming and resource-intensive. In addition, evidence-based policing can sometimes lead to unintended consequences, such as increased disparities in the criminal justice system (Weisburd et al., 2014).
Nevertheless, although having strengths and flaws of their own, traditional criminology and evidence-based policing have both made substantial contributions to our knowledge of crime and the criminal justice system. Researchers and practitioners can create more sophisticated and effective strategies for crime prevention and control by fusing the theoretical insights of classical criminology with the empirical discoveries of evidence-based policing.
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