OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:
26th September, 11AM- Year 5


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation took place inside of a small primary classroom. Year 5 and Year 6 are linked together in a pod.
This particular lesson was a Maths lesson that took place on the carpet. Under the new curriculum, this would fit into the ‘maths and numeracy’ AOLE. Two groups are with the teacher on the carpet learning about place value and the other two groups are learning independantly in other areas of the classroom/corridor.
The researcher was stood on the opposite side of the room to this pupil before she moved to stand next to me.

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Before starting the lesson, the pupil was told to sit at their desk with their equipment ready to learn. They had gone to get a pencil from the other side of the classroom and when they returned, someone was sitting in the seat that they had previously been sat in. This pupil could not deal with this and they felt as though someone had sat in their personal seat even though the class did not have allocated seats when around a table. The pupil flipped a box upside down accidently and was asked to pick it up by the teacher. Another pupil went to offer and was told not too as this particular pupil had done it and therefore had to tidy up after themselves. The pupil burst into tears whilst screaming “I want my mammy”. They did however clean up the mess and were praised for it afterwards but it did take some time for them to complete. This pupil was then upset for quite a while after this incident and seemed to be very easily agitated.

In a later Maths lesson,  the pupil was directed to sit on  the carpet along with the rest of their group. This immediately started them off as they wanted to complete the independent tasks rather than the ones explained by the teacher. The pupil then said ‘I want to kill myself’ before bursting into tears. The teacher allowed this pupil time to calm themselves down which worked because they then said after about 10 minutes “I’m calm now, I’m sorry for saying that I wanted to kill myself”. The pupil took part in the Maths lesson and seemed to be doing very well until it came to dinner time and they hadn’t finished the questions and therefore could not go outside until they had done so. This again led to another one of their episodes where they then spent a lot of time in the quiet corner talking to the teacher about why they are upset etc.




	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The avenues of research to consider are: Social and emotional development and Attachment theory.

The researcher learned that this child is an only child and is quite fortunate with their home life- their needs are substantially met and this behaviour only seems to occur in school when they are not able to get their own way.
The researcher also look at the Leban framework and the social and emotional scale to see if they could draw on any of their information.
This could link to the pedagogical pricnple of supporting social and emotional development and positive relationships.




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The classroom environment was very busy- I don’t think this was helped by the fact that at all times there are two groups of children working independantly and so therefore they are all over the place. They help themselves to the resources that they want as and when they want/need them. This made it difficult for this individual as they were often distracted by what other were doing and as mentioned above, when they could see that their peers were doing something that they wanted to do, they found this unfair and struggled to manage their emotions and reactions. The activity expected of this individual was also after break time where they only managed to have ten minutes outside because it then began to rain so the teacher instructed all the children to go inside of the classroom to have wet play. This definately had an impact on the child and was then made worse when they seen other classes going for breaktime outside as again they saw this as unfair.

The teacher was assertive within the classroom which I believe helped this individual as the instructions were given clearly and concisley and were repeated when needed in order for the individual to understand what was happening. The expectation were also repeated throughout the day e.g, “you know I expect you to sit on the carpet when we are reading” or “I have made it clear that when somebody else is talking, you shouldnt be”. Although these approaches didnt stop the child from becoming upset throughout the day, the definately helped the child manage their negative behaviours a lot quicker than they would’ve if they wernt reminded of the expectations. The child was able to listen to the teacher repeat the expectations and then begin to calm themselves down. After the events, the child was also very apolagetic which highlights to me that they are aware of their actions however may need some help to manage them a bit more. 












Record 2
	Date and time, year group:
26th september, 1:30pm- Year 6


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

There were a few AOLE’s going on within this lesson. The class teacher had an individual group of pupils who were the same ability that read to him and each other so this met the Language and Literacy AOLE. Then there were pupils who were practising their times tables on another table which is the Maths and Numeracy AOLE and lastly, there was a group at the back that were on laptops who were working on improving their digital literacy skills.







	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The pupil was instructed to work independently which meant that he had an option as to which lesson he was going to focus on. The child chose Maths however answered all of the questions wrong deliberately. The teacher noticed this and so moved the child to a table and instructed him to complete his times tables. The pupil was fairly disengaged in this lesson and began asking his peer random maths questions. The teacher again over heard this and instructed the pupil to sit on the carpet and told him that he is ‘not to partake in any of the activities seen as he can not complete them correctly’. This pupil then sat on the carpet for the rest of the lesson until the teacher left the room and they then got up and wandered around the classroom. 
Some of the class were taking pictures in their outdoor learning area and this pupil took the opportunity to go outside with these pupils to avoid getting caught by the teacher again. Whilst outside, the pupil did not seem to be doing much besides following othere children around and trying to find someone that would engage with him.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Low achiever? I was told that this pupils academic ability is more like a year 1 child even though they are in year 6. This could potentially be a reason for them being disengaged as the work is too difficult for them.
Behaviour could also be an issue for this child as the behaviours displayed were quite low level but constant. This pupil likes to be liked by their peers and from the observations made will do anything that they can to make sure that is a possibility even if it means disrupting lessons.

Lack of understanding and disengagement- I believe this pupil was disengaged because the content of the lesson was too difficult for them. The teacher did not seem to help this pupil individually either as he was working with other groups of children. I feel as though the child would not be confident enough to ask for help from the teacher in front of their peers either.





	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

This was after lunch in a small classroom-smaller than the previous one. The classroom was also very busy, there was numerous children walking around and there were some pupils from other classes that were in and out quite frequently.















Record 3
	Date and time, year group:
27th September, 11AM year 5 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

AOLE-Maths and Numeracy.
The whole class sat together on the carpet for this particular subject. They have a seating plan set out by the teacher and each have their own individual ‘spot’. The way the lesson works is that all of the pupils take part in the general skills building maths exercises and then two group leave for independant study and the other two groups stay and learn about something speific (for example today was number lines) and then the grooups swap around tomorrow and do what they other group hasnt done. 
In this particular critical incident, it took place during the Maths starter which was a range of different questions to test their knowledge such as adding and subtracting thousands from one another, sequencing and writing numbers as words.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

There is a particular child who I will refer to as ‘Child A’ for the purpose of this piece of work who seemed reluctant to participate in the activity.
I was given background knowledge on child A yesterday and was informed that they are originally from a different country and the family have recently moved to Wales meaning that child A has joined the class in the last few weeks. Child A does not have very good English and informed me that they speak English in the household. This means that when it comes to some activities within the classroom, they are unable to understand and therefore do  not participate.
In this particular ‘incident’, I observed Child A for the whole of the starter lesson. I sat behind them to ensure that they did not know I was observing them. The first question on the board was a subtracting of ‘thousand’ numbers. Child A sat there briefly and watched their peers attempt the question before turning around and asking me to help. I sat with Child A and we counted on our fingers to help us solve the question. It was clear from this that Child A had no confidence when it came to counting by themselves and they constantly looked for reassurance. In the time that it took child A to work out question 1, all of their peers had completed all 5 questions displayed on the board. I also noticed that child A does not feed back in class either. The teacher asked for a show of the mini whiteboards and every single pupil showed him their answer besides Child A. This continued for the rest of the activity.
A pupil is then asked to come and write the correct answer on the whiteboard and then the teacher uses the strategy or peer assessment as the children in the classroom have to put their thumbs either up, in the middle or down as to whether they think the answer the student has written is correct. This is another activity that I noticed Child A does not become involved in, again because I believe that they do not have an understanding of the question and therefore cannot take part as well as the other children in their class.

I wondered how Child A isn’t picked up on the absense of their answers but realised that this may be because Child A is in quite a large class and they all sit in a small space on the floor which makes it look like there are more pupils than there are. Child A is also very small in comparison to their peers and sits right at the back of the carpet and on the end, the furthest away from the teacher. I wondered if the reason the child isnt noticed is because they are hidden in the swarm of hands up from their peers. 




	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
I think this child could have English as an Additional Language which could be a major challenge for them in their everyday life. 
I believe that this child also does not have very high self esteem or self worth and almost has a fear of answering questions incase they are wrong. 
I observed on another piece of work the word ‘REFUSED’ on the bottom of it twice out of the  three times that they had written comments on their page. This reflects my observation that Child A does not try activities because they have a fear of failing. 



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

This took place just after breaktime where this pupil had to stay in to complete their English work as they had not finished it. The child had to copy a written sentence from the board into their book and then write the date and title too. The child apporached me on the way back from the bathroom and asked if I would help as they ‘had too finish it’.
I think that missing their breaktime had an imapct on Child A as they did not get to go and run around with their friends and have the opporunity to clear their mind for twenty minutes as their peers did. 
I also noticed as mentioned above that this child sits at the back of the class which is the furthest away from the teacher and is quite a small pupil so can easily go unnoticed when there is a swarm of arms ready to give the teacher the anwser. 
I also observed that the whiteboard seemed to be more of a hinderance and a distraction to this pupil than a support as they would either write out the questions and then not anwser them or they would write/draw irrelevant things on them- again this went unnoticed by the class teacher.


















