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This essay will be comparing and contrasting life for children in the UK and Syria. By looking at the differences of childhood in both of these countries, reasons for why this is and how these differences affect children’s lives and wellbeing. As well as discussing the history of the chosen countries and areas that effect children’s holistic development in both countries.
Childhood can be defined in a variety of ways, as different people can have different opinions as too what is considered as ‘childhood’. Unicef (2004) define childhood as ‘the time where children are in school and at play, to grow strong and confident with the love and encouragement of their family and an extended community of caring adults’. Although this is a definition from Unicef (2004), this does not mean all children around the world experience this description of childhood, as Harding (2013) states the war in Syria has caused a ‘collapse in childhood’. Therefore indicating that children in Syria do not have what is considered as a normal childhood. In addition, Montgomery (2013) agrees with the differing experiences of childhood by stating childhood is not the same everywhere and although children are recognised as different from adults, the expectations and responsibilities placed on them are different depending on what society they are in. 
In the UK education is compulsory for all children aged between five and sixteen (Education system in the UK, no date), although this is not the case for all countries around the world. For example, Shepherd (2010) states that almost 70 million children across the world do not attend school. Continuing by stating those children living in north-eastern Africa are the least likely to receive good education or any education at all. 
The concept of childhood has changed and developed over the years, according to Aries (2017) the idea of childhood in medieval times, did not exist. Which indicates the definition of childhood has been developed over time along with its meaning. Montgomery (2013) describes that childhood is a social construction, describing the variations of childhood depending on the society they are custom too. 
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