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Assessment One: Archival Exercise
Tintern Abbey
Michelle Hogan


I carried out various searches to find archives relating to Tintern Abbey in Monmouthshire, and found a connection to Tintern Parva in Leinster. I looked mainly at the websites of the British Library, the National Archives, the National Library of Wales and Monastic Wales, and found ten archival sources.

On the British Library website, I searched for 'Tintern Abbey' in the section to 'Explore Archives and Manuscripts' for the years 1130 – 1900. There was a document entitled ‘Notes respecting the family of Mareschall, founders and patrons of Tintern Abbey in Monmouthshire’. Fo. 52. This manuscript, relating to the Mareschall (Marshall) family, is in Folio 52.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://searcharchives.bl.uk/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=IAMS041-002071998&context=L&vid=IAMS_VU2&lang=en_US&search_scope=LSCOP_BL&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=local&query=any,contains,Tintern%20Abbey&facet=searchcreationdate,include,-1130%7C,%7C1900&facet=searchcreationdate,include,-1130%7C,%7C1900&facet=searchcreationdate,include,1130%7C,%7C1900&offset=0] 
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Tintern Abbey in Monmouthshire was founded by Cistercian monks in 1131.[footnoteRef:2] A new abbey church was begun in 1269. William Marshall (or Marshal), 1st Earl of Pembroke and Lord of Leinster (d. 1219) and his wife Isabel de Clare (d. 1220), were patrons of Tintern Abbey, and a member of Isabel’s ancestral family (Walter de Clare, d. 1138) was a founder and patron of Tintern Abbey.[footnoteRef:3] In 1200 William Marshall founded Tintern Parva in Leinster (County Wexford) as a colony of Tintern Abbey after surviving a storm at sea.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  Professor Janet Burton, https://www.monasticwales.org/showarticle.php?func=showarticle&articleID=2]  [3:  https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/359/]  [4:  http://monastic.ie/history/tintern-cistercian-abbey/] 

There is a list of archival sources relating to Tintern Abbey on the Monastic Wales website.[footnoteRef:5] One of these is a copy of William Marshall’s bequest of land to found Tintern Parva. It is dated c. 1200, and is held in the British Library (details as above). Its reference is ADD 4783 MILLES COLLECTION. Vol. XXX (ff. vi + 106), f. 28. The record is a contemporary copy of letters patent of King John confirming the will of William Marshal regarding the bequest. [5:  https://www.monasticwales.org/browsedb.php?func=showsite&siteID=34] 


On the National Archives website, I used the Discovery section for a search of Tintern Abbey (1100 – 1540), and it came up with eight records.[footnoteRef:6] One of these, dated 1327 – 1330, was a petition written in French by the Abbot and convent of Tintern ‘that the king consider the abbey’s rights to Hewelsfield, [Gloucestershire] granted by Edward I but then taken back into the king’s hands and only released to the abbey on payment of £3 1s 5d a year’.[footnoteRef:7] Edward I died in 1307 and Edward III reigned from 1327 – 1377. [6: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/r?_q=Tintern+Abbey&_sd=1100&_ed=1540&_hb=tna]  [7:  https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9333877] 
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Another of the National Archives records was a petition by Robert de Sapy (Sapey) at Tintern Abbey addressed to the King, the council and parliament in 1334 with regard to farming. The petition is in French, and Sapy requests that the king ‘order the treasurer and barons to allow in this ancient farm the advantages which the King took from the said assart’ (land converted from forest to arable use).[footnoteRef:8] The reference for this is SC 8/164/8191(details as above). [8:  https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9294036] 


The Abbot of Tintern makes a petition dated 1380 to the King and council about the difficulties collecting the tenth ‘lately granted to Edward III’ and ‘asks to be discharged of these sums’.
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The archival sources relating to Tintern Abbey on the Monastic Wales website include one in the National Archives Special Collections (as above) which is a
record of the possessions of the dissolved abbey of Tintern, dated 22 April 1535
– 21st April 1537 (27 – 28 Hen VIII), with reference SC 6/HENVIII/2498.[footnoteRef:9] [9: https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/r?_q=Monastic+possessions+of+the+dissolved+abbey+of+Tintern%2C+Monmouthshire&_sd=&_ed=&_hb=] 


The National Library of Wales has extensive archives, and a search of the Archives and Manuscripts section brought up 53 results, one of which was the Biblia Abbatie de Tinternie, a Bible from the mid-thirteenth century.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  https://archives.library.wales/index.php/biblia-abbatie-de-tinternie] 


The name John Watkyn (17th century) appears on f. 221. It was later owned by Lord Alvanay and the Pease family.
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Another entry from the National Library of Wales is a biographical history of the Somerset family, Dukes of Beaufort. It states that Henry Somerset, the 2nd Earl received Tintern Abbey in 1537 after the dissolution of the small monasteries. It is written in English and Latin, dated 13th century to 1949.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  https://archives.library.wales/index.php/badminton-estate-records] 
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A further entry in the Badminton Estate Records (as above) is ‘a transcript of a grant to Henry, earl of Worcester, of the site of the late Abbey of St Mary of Tinterne in South Wales, dissolved’.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  https://archives.library.wales/index.php/composite-volume-relating-mainly-to-lands-of-tintern-abbey-and-manors-of-porthgaseg-and-trellegge-grange] 

The record, with the title ‘Composite volume relating mainly to the lands of Tintern Abbey and the manors of Porthgaseg and Trellegge Grange’, is dated 1536 – 1696, and the reference is (Manorial) 2445.

There are details of a dispute between the abbots of Margam and Neath, in relation to pasture on the hills and the assignation of the fee. The Abbot of Tintern was one of the arbitrators who determined the settlement. It is written in Latin and dated 19th February 1208 (Wednesday after the day of St. Juliana V).[footnoteRef:13] [13:  https://archives.library.wales/index.php/arbitration-by-j-abbot-of-fountains-l-abbot-of-wardon-and-r-abbot-of-boxley-in-dispute-between] 
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There are a lot of archival records in the locations mentioned, and my search was mostly straightforward. However, some information from the British Library website became unavailable because of a cyber-attack during the course of this assignment, which minimised my research there. This might lead to increased cyber security for the future. Looking at the archive records mentioned, though, I found out a considerable amount about the founding of Tintern Abbey in Wales and Tintern Parva in Ireland, and the relationship between them. The records also cast some light on the history, background and associated rights of Tintern Abbey.
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