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AIM(S)
· To equip students with a thorough understanding of the principles of the Foundation Phase / Successful Futures, the role of the learning environment and the importance of outdoors and physical play. 


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

1. Evaluate the contribution of constructivist theory and educational ideologies to early years education and the underlying principles and philosophy of the Foundation Phase and/or Successful Futures in Wales. 
 
1. Demonstrate a knowledge and critical understanding of the role of the outdoor classroom and the impact the environment can have on the development of children’s sensory motor development and physical literacy as a vehicle for inclusive practice. 

1. Demonstrate a critical understanding of different types of learning needs and circumstances relating to a child’s ability to respond in Physical Development lessons;

1. identify and utilise a range of strategies to enable all young people, whatever their circumstances or ability, to take part in and enjoy meaningful Physical Development lessons which contributes to the development of physical literacy;


INDICATIVE CONTENT

· An overview of child development theories and practices that have influenced the Foundation Phase including the contributions of Dewey, Froebel, Montessori, Steiner, Vygotsky, Bruner, Gardner and Malaguzzi.

· An insight into international educational practices that have informed Foundation phase philosophy. E.g. Reggio Emilia and Hi-Scope and educational approaches in New Zealand and Finland.

· A study of the Foundation Phase within Successful Futures curriculum and the integrated nature of the seven areas of learning with a particular focus on the role of the outdoors and play as effective vehicles for learning. 

· An overview of early childhood motor development and recognition of developmental norms to enable effective planning and organisation of appropriate opportunities for both teacher-led and child initiated learning indoors and outdoors.

· An introduction to the potential of the contribution of outdoor and adventurous activities to the development of physical literacy by analysing the effectiveness of range of resources, classroom management and organisation and the outdoor classroom impacting children’s ability to learn. 

· The nature of ‘inclusion’ and identification of children with a range of learning needs in the Foundation Phase and the factors that impact their ability to gain access and to respond positively to physical activities.

· Gain some practical experience of a range of strategies and resources for the effective delivery of inclusive Physical Development within the Foundation Phase. 


Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	45
	23%

	Independent learning
	155
	77%

	Placement learning
	0
	0%

	TOTAL
	200
	100%




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay 
	2000 words 
	50%



Assessment Component 2
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☐	Coursework
	☒	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Reflection / Rationale
	15 minutes equivalent 
	50%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	0%

	Coursework (Essay)
	50%

	Practical (Reflection)
	50%

	TOTAL
	100%
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