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For completion by the first marker:
This dissertation is based on an investigation of six Neolithic (c 4000 – 2000 BCE) stone monuments at Strumble Head, an area of land in south-west Wales which extends into the Irish Sea. The primary research question is whether the monuments show evidence of any astronomical relationships, a question placed within the wider context of skyscape archaeology, that is, a total consideration of skyscape, landscape, and archaeological evidence. 
The whole exercise is impeccably research and carried out. The structure is very clear, from the introduction through literature review, methodology, data analysis and a consideration of the nature of the sacred. The literature review is careful and comprehensive, providing a foundation for every stage of the research in previous scholarship. Heavy reliance is placed on Clive Ruggles and Fabio Silva (p. 32) and the holistic approach they champion, in which the entirety of the environment is significant. The site survey and data analysis is explained and reported on in meticulous detail, down to the equipment used, field notes and measurements.  The hand-drawn diagrams are all a great help, and the photographs illustrate the sky phenomenology. 
Belmonte’s statement on solar cults in the Neolithic (p. 33) emerges as foundational in the sense that while there are no  confirmed orientations as Belmonte would expect, aside from the probable Penrhiw Cromlech (p. 79) the overall conclusion is that the totality of solar direction and landscape makes for a convincing view of the site builders as concerned with the general, total, environment. 
Lastly, the writing is very clear and the text could be understood by any non-specialist (I have only minor style comments).
In summary, there is publishable material here.
Well done on a fine completion to your MA.
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:

This dissertation reports on research into the skyscape narrative created by a set of megalithic structures on the southwest coast of Wales, known as Strumbles Head. You begin with an excellent description of the sites you examine, providing photos, drawings and maps. You define the structures' dates as closely as you can, and then make it clear this estimate of dating does not allow for working with stars, thus limiting your study to the sun. If so desired, you could have included the moon in your research. You follow this with a thorough literature review covering the previous literature on Welsh megalithic sites, the local Welsh geology, and the role of topography in the orientation of sites. To this, you then add the justification of including the sky. This is well done. 

Your methodology based on phenomenology blended with measurement, and you have been clear about each part of your approach to your research. Additionally, using time and date-stamped photographs as a part of your methodology was insightful. You later use Stellarium to track any shifts of solar declination due to shifting construction dates was also effectively done. The one point to note is when you use screenshots from Stellarium to make your case about the different orientations, you also need to keep using the version number – since you relied on its calculations to justify some of your argument.  

In the presentation of your fieldwork, your set of diagrams showing the 360-degree view around each structure is good as it clearly shows the reader the different biases that each cromlech had toward the horizon. Also, your diagram for Garn Gilfach, which focuses on the daily noon-time sun, is excellent.    

This is all good   work, but it is in your conclusion that the value of your work shines through. Seeing these cromlechs as structures that collectively tell a community's solar story is original and insightful. To this, you added the argument of hiddenness to maintain sacredness, an excellent insight from your phenomenological approach. In this regard, you have blended measurement and phenomenology to produce original conclusions. This blending is outstanding work. 

Your well-written dissertation benefits from good diagrams, structure and figure referencing. This clarity enables the dissertation's arguments to be presented on a strong foundation of evidence. Finally, I hope you can bring this work to publication, maybe through a presentation at a conference, as your original research needs to be heard by a wider audience.  

Your research work and findings contribute to the academic understanding of  Welsh megalithic sites.  
















	Second Marker's Mark: 86%
Signature: Bernadette Brady 
	Date: 26 Feb 2025

	Agreed internal mark: 83%

Signature 1st marker: Nick Campion

Signature 2nd marker: Bernadette Brady

	Date 11 April 2025

	Comments 

We agreed that the mark should be in the 80s in view of the quality of the work, and agreed 83% would be fair.
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