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Appendix 1: Consent Letter and Form

INFORMATION SHEET

PROJECT TITLE: How to improve discussions in primary schools to enhance learning.

27 January 2020

Dear Parent / Guardian,

My name is Mrs Perkins and | am studying for a PGCE qualification at Y'r Athrofa, University of
Wales Trinity Saint David. | am cumrently a student teacher within Cadle Pnmary School and
will been teaching in your child’s class.

| would like to invite your child to participate in my research project. The title of the project is
How to improve discussions in primary schools to enhance learning and | aim to teach a
lesson and observe it along with my research pariner. Following the lesson, | will interview a
few children on their thoughts around this topic with my research partner also present. Through
your child's participation, | hope to ascertain whether certain teaching methods increase and
enhance your child’s leaming within the classroom.

The research will be conducted through observing a group of children undertaking an activity
within a lesson. MNotes will be taken on their engagement with the activity and then six children
will be chosen at random to take part in an informal group interview in order to understand their
thoughts and feelings towards their leamning in that lesson. The children’s responses will be
transcnbed anonymously by myself and my research partner.

All names will be kept stnctly confidential and will only be known by myself and my research
partner. Your child’s participation in this study is completely voluntary so you or your child can
withdraw from the study at any stage. Your child will also be asked to give their assent before
the beginning of the study.

After careful and precise analysis of the data obtained from the lesson observation and group
interview, | would be happy to provide you with a copy of the findings at your request. The
results of the research will be discussed in a university assignment that will contnbute to my
PGCE course. The results of this study will be stored on a password protected document and
all raw data on paper will be stored securely in a locked cupboard and destroyed once the
assessment has been marked.

| thank you in advance for your time. If any questions do arise, feel free to contact me at your
convenience.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Perkins
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PARENTAL CONSENT FORM

PROJECT TITLE: How to improve discussions in primary aschools to enhance learning.

Mame of Researcher: Mrs Perkins

Please tick the box:

1. | confirm that | have read and understand the information sheet dated 27th
January 2020 for the above study.

2. lunderstand that my child's participation is voluntary and that | am free to
withdraw my child from the study at any time, without giving any reason.

3. | understand that my child can choose to withdraw at any time, without giving a
reason.

4. | understand that the information given by my child will be used in a university
assignment.

5. lunderstand that my child's name will not appear at any fime.

6. |agree for my child to take part in the above study.

Childs name Parent signaturs Date

When completed, please return in the envelope provided to Mrs Perkins

by Thursday, 30" January 2020

Thank you.

Jud b
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Appendix 2: Energy Source Cards

(o )

Renewable or Non-Renewable Energy Sorting Cards

- -

Solar Power

Solar panels are used to convert sunlight

Wind Energy

ind turbines are used to convert wind

into electricity. into electricity.

rl-n-hh or Non-Renewable Energy Sorting Cards w

Geothermal

Power

Heat from underground is
turned into electricity.

Renewable or Non-Renewable Energy Sorting Cards

Hydroelectricity

A Moving water in rivers or the sea is
OB used to make electricity.

Coal

Fossil fuel burnt to make electricity

Renewable or Non-Renewable Energy Sorting Cards Renewable or Non-Renewable Energy Sorting Cards

Natural Gas oil

Fossil fuel used to make electricity | Fossil fuel used to make
and to burn for heat. diesel and petrol.

\

4 N i N
Renewable or Non-Renewable Energy Sorting Cards Renewable or Non-Renewable Energy Sorting Cards

Nuclear Power

The metal uranium is used to
make electricity.

Renéw%%{e

N

Renewable or Non-Renewable Energy Sorting Cards
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Appendix 3: Diamond Ranking Format —Lesson Study 1

Renewable & Non-Renewadble

Most Impor-tan'r

Least Importdn'r
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Focus Goup 1

Pupil 1

Pupil 3

Pupil 7

Did you understand the activity?

Yes

Yes

My jumpers chewy. Hmm Yeh.

Hawe you sorted statements into a
diamond shape like this before?

‘Yeg, in year 3 we did it about Christmas. What
was the most impertant, Jesus, presents or
Santa.

'we did it about Easter.

Did you enjoy the activity?

Yes. You were talking though. You could have
asked Ellie to pass you one.

ves. You were talking though.

Mo, yes it was ok. | didn't enjoy because our
group didn't let me speak. Youwere all taking
the sheets from me. That's why we didn’t get
anything done.

'What did you like best about using the
diamond nine strategy?

| liked that you had to work in a team.

| think that it was fun because we were all
working together and discussing things.

It felt bad, kind of board because no one et me
write anything.

Do you feel the activity helped you to
talk to each other more?

‘res, deffinitely.

Yes

Yes

How did you feel about disoussing in a
[Eroup?

People were talking about games.

It really depends because some people were
talking over each other and ther people were
just talking to each other.

People didn't l2t me join in. You took the paper.

Do you think everyone in your group
had a fair chance to contribute to the
discussion?

Yes

Yes

No

'Would you have preffered to talk
about the topic without any sorting?

No, | wanted to sort. it made it easier with
pictures, without it would be harder.

'we all worked sorting except Luke.

How do you think ranking the
statements helped your discussion?

Because when you put them in order you could
see it better.

Because you could see where was important.

Do you feel that ranking the
statements made you think more
about it?

‘res, definiteby.

Yes

ves, definitely as well.

Do you think you are more aware of
others opiniens now?

ves because | agreed with all of them.

ves | respected others opinions more.

'What do you think would happen if we
didn‘t use the diamond ranking?

If we didn't have it everyone would find it
harder.

They would get muddled up and everyone
'would be moving it around. |t was nice to have
squares to help us know where to put them.

It would be harder and we wouldn't be able to
do it

'would you like e use the diamond
ranking again in your lessons and why?

ves | would because it makes the work easier.

‘ves becausa its easier and harder without it.
‘When you're sorting things again you can use it
like a tip or something.

Mo because it was way too hard for me and |
didn't understand it.

'What do you think we could do
differenity if we usad the diamond
ranking again te improve on the last
lesson?

Keep everything like it was.

Stop talking over each other and stop arguing
and all take part bacause some people were
sitting out.

‘We could have made it easier if people chatted
property and work as a team and people not
snatch.
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Encourager

This person encourages everyone to have the opportunity to
talk and supports everyone's ideas. If you are the Encourager,

you might say:
* [t's your turn to share now

* Please can you speak up a little bit/a
little more slowly, so we can hear you?

* That is a great ideal

* Thank you for sharing your ideas

Scribe

This person writes down the important
points that each group discusses. They do
not need to write down everything, just the
things that o group finds most interesting
If you are the Scribe, you mlgh’! say

* [s this something | should write down on our page?
* Would we like to share this with the whole class?

* How would you like me to write that important point?

Manager

Voice Monitor

This person leads the discussion and introduces the topic to

be discussed. If you are the Manager, you might say

* Welcome to the group
Today, we are going to be discussing

* Does anyone have an opinion or question
about .. ?

* Would anyone else like to share his or
her thoughts about this?

This person ensures that all group discussions can take place
at the same time by making sure appropriate volume is used
The teacher may ask voice monitors to check in with their
group about noise levels. If you are the Voice Monitor, you

might say
* | think we need to quiet down
* Please can you lower your voice a little?

* The teacher has asked that we bring down

our volume

Presenter

After the discussion, this person will present the main points
that their group has discussed. They will work with the scribe
to make sure the points are recorded and use the notes to

share. If you are the Presenter, you might say:

* Would we like to share this with the whole class?
* In our group, we talked about

* One thing we thought was

important was...

10
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Renewable Energy

Di | Fi

The government has £25miillion worth of funding
to be allocated to renewable energy sources.

How much would you give edch source and why?

Most Funding

Least Funding

11
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Appendix 12: Focus Group — Lesson Study 2
Focus Group 2
Pupil 5 Pupil & Pupil 8

Did you understand the activity? Yies, it was explained better the second time. Ve Yes
Have you sorted statements into a
diamond shape liks this befora? = H= fes
Did you enjoy the activity? Yes, we understood it more. ves, but there was a little bit of arguing. Yes

wWhat did you like best about using the
diamond nine strategy?

It was fun because we weren't with the same
people we are usually with everyday.

Making sure everyone had a turn with the rola
cards.

You could sort it out in order and it really makes
you think.

Do you feel the activity helped you to
talk to each other more?

‘Yes, bacause me and pupil F never used to talk
to each other.

vas, even though there was a little bit of arguing
we got things done.

¥es, deffinitely. Everyone was more confident.

How did you feel about discussingina
Eroup?

| fielt more excited but | got annoyed when
everyone started anguing.

Same with me, it got me really annoyed because
ESVENYONE Was SrEUIng.-

For me it felt more confident | could say
something more confidelty because people let
me speak.

Do you think evengone in your group
had a fair chance to contribute to the
discussion?

'es but there was still arguing and people
getting upset. Too many things going on at
once.

They did have a fair chance but they wers too
busy arguing.

Would you have prefferad to talk
about the topic without any sorting?

Probably mot, | prefer the sorting.

1 don't know, sorting comes with arguments.

It would be harder because you would have to
write it all down in your books and you don't
know how to draw the diamond ranking. and
Miss could see that we'd put it in that place.

How do you think ranking the
statements helped your discussion?

| liked learning about it and it was interesting
but pratty tricky to work cut how much money
should be given to what.

It was hard but it did help to show how much
wou know and think it is.

Way batter because when somebody looks at it
it makes them definitely know it is in the right
place.

Do you feel that ranking the
statements made you think more
about it?

es.

es | do because you got to think are we putting
this in the right place. The writing down was so
hard in our group wasn't it Maisie, because
people were arguing.

ves, definitely.

Dwo you think you are more aware of
others opinions now?

It gave them a role to get them to talk but it was
difficult to get those people to actually talk.

wes because you have the right to hear
ESVENyones opinions.

ves because everyone listened and mixed one
idaa with all the ideas.

What do you think would happen if we
didn't use the diamond ranking?

Mothing - it was easier because you knew wheare
you were putting the good and the bad. There
would probably be even more arguing too.

Wiou won't learn how you think and yes there
wiould be lots of arguing.

If we didn't use the dimond rank it would all be
muddlad up and nobody would know whers it
is. Itwould be really hard.

Would you fike to use the diamond
ranking again in your lessons and why?

‘es because it helps more, it was just easier.

ves paople listen to other peoples ideas and you
get to chat about it and it helped the lesson
flow.

¥es for sure. People were listening more to you.

What do you think we could do
differenity if we usad the diamond
ranking again to improve on the last
lesson?

Move some peoples seats seats away from each
other. | think if you were to da it with younger
ones they would need more help.

Keep the discussion cards and role cards but sit
by someone you won't agree with.

Maybe change it a little bit more and use
different cards. Maybe people would listen
maore and they could have different rales.
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