Harpalos son of Machatas: Character Dossier

The son of Machatas, Harpalos was lame and unfit for military service, and probably an old friend of Alexander from the Upper Region of Macedon, in Elimiotis.[footnoteRef:1] Described as a companion of Alexander during Philip’s reign, Harpalos was banished by Philip to punish Alexander.[footnoteRef:2] Alexander later recalled Harpalos to his companionship.[footnoteRef:3] The potential son of Harpalos, but probably his kinsman, Kallas, is a Thessalian cavalry commander under Alexander.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Heckel 1985: 288-289; O’Brien 1994: 188; Worthington 2013: 310]  [2:  Plut. Alex. 10.3]  [3:  Plut. Alex. 10.3; Heckel 1985: 285]  [4:  Diod. 17.7; Heckel 1992: 355] 

Unlike the second time Harpalos flees, the first time is recorded only by Arrian, who says that due to him being lame, Harpalos was made treasurer, and before the battle of Issus, he absconded under the influence of ‘an evil man’.[footnoteRef:5] It may be more likely that Harpalos feared that Alexander was about to lose the battle and flee, which is more likely than this ‘evil man’ excuse in Arrian.[footnoteRef:6] Again, Heckel’s explanation that Alexander was going to replace Harpalos, and in protest Harpalos left, is unlikely as the evidence suggests he is fleeing out of fear and they are often described as friends.[footnoteRef:7] However, Alexander restores his position without punishment, which attests to the friendship between the two, although it could be that Alexander simply was in need of friends to restore order at this time[footnoteRef:8]. Harpalos was left in control at Babylon, and endeavoured there to grow the plants of Macedon.[footnoteRef:9] Harpalos was told to send Alexander books at one point, and it is implied he did the job effectively.[footnoteRef:10] [5:  Arr. Anab. 3.6; Heckel 1997: 133; Dodge 1994: 354; Worthington 2013: 310]  [6:  Arr. Anab. 3.6; Diod. 17.108]  [7:  Arr. Anab. 3.6; Diod. 17.108; Heckel 1997: 134; O’Brien 1994: 32]  [8:  Dodge 1994: 354; Heckel 1997: 133; O’Brien 1994: 74, 110 ]  [9:  Plut. Alex. 35.15]  [10:  Plut. Alex. 8.2-3] 

When Alexander went into India, Harpalos the imperial treasurer believed he was not going to return, so he embezzled money from Babylon and used it to live a life of luxury, drawing generously from the treasury and keeping a private army.[footnoteRef:11] Harpalos is known to have strong relations with courtesans, having a daughter with one and to her erecting a monument that is said by Plutarch to cost 30 talents, which is more likely than the 200 talents O’Brien attests to, which is a massive amount of wealth.[footnoteRef:12]  [11:  Diod. 17.108; O’Brien 1994: 110, 185; Worthington 2013: 310]  [12:  Plut. Phoc. 22; O’Brien 1994: 185] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Harpalos’ love for this courtesan was mocked in a satirical play, which shows his important position, and that his abuse of the treasury was known.[footnoteRef:13] When Alexander returned, Harpalos fled to Athens—he was awarded citizenship there due to his aid to them during a famine—with 5000 talents of silver, 30 ships, and 6000 mercenaries.[footnoteRef:14] Given that Harpalos flees twice, it is possible to gather that Harpalos’ character was very apprehensive, constantly looking out for himself, and cowardly.[footnoteRef:15] Clearly Alexander was good friends with Harpalos, as when it was reported that he fled Alexander refused to believe it.[footnoteRef:16] Curtius tells us that Harpalos went to Athens knowing they hated Macedon, and falsely believed that he could join with them against Macedon by means of bribery.[footnoteRef:17] Upon arriving in Greece however, Harpalos was forced to leave his mercenaries and large amounts of his fortune in order to secure his entry.[footnoteRef:18] In Athens, Harpalos failed to gain—even with a bribe of 700 talents, which was all he was able to take into Athens—the favour of Phocion, an influential figure in Athens, and consequentially lost a lot of money and was denounced by many Athenians.[footnoteRef:19] Demosthenes is accused of accepting bribes from Harpalos, which he is put on trial for, and demonstrates Harpalos’ opportunistic character.[footnoteRef:20]  [13:  O’Brien 1994: 185]  [14:  Diod. 17.108; O’Brien 1994: 185; Worthington 2013: 310]  [15:  Arr. Anab. 3.6; Diod. 17.108]  [16:  Plut. Alex. 41.4]  [17:  Curt. 10.2.1]  [18:  Diod. 17.108; Worthington 2013: 311]  [19:  Plut. Phoc. 21; O’Brien 1994: 195]  [20:  Just. 13.5.9; Worthington 2013: 315] 

Harpalos was ejected from Athens in fear that Alexander may come looking for the money Harpalos had used to bribe the orators.[footnoteRef:21] The flight of Harpalos worried Alexander greatly, but he did not respond as the Athenians had cast Harpalos out, and he was killed by a friend.[footnoteRef:22] [21:  Plut. Dem. 26; Worthington 2013: 313]  [22:  Curt. 10.2.2-4; O’Brien 1994: 195; Worthington 2013: 314] 

In history, Harpalos’ fortune was used by Athens to buy a considerable amount of armour and pay for a large number of mercenaries, including the mercenaries in the Peloponnese who were 8000 in number and extremely experienced.[footnoteRef:23] Roleplaying as Harpalos, I intend to take his ambitious selfishness in a different direction. Instead of Harpalos attempting to secure significant power in Athens, Harpalos will raise the Greek states in revolt, and seize the treasury of Delphi. This is within his character, as he is seen to be opportunistic, and heavily driven by greed.[footnoteRef:24] [23:  Diod. 18.9]  [24:  Arr. Anab. 3.6; Diod. 17.108 ] 
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