

The IELTS protocols regarding SPEAKING SKILLS test procedure  
(A) TEST PROCEDURE:-

PART (1) Introduction and interview (4-5 minutes)

Here the examiner will ask you a number of general questions. Be prepared to introduce yourself, to say where you come from and to talk about such topics as your family, your home, your city, your country, your job, your hobbies and interests etc…

PART (2) Individual long turn (3-4 minutes)

In this part the examiner will give you a card outlining a particular topic. You will be asked to talk about this topic for 1-2 minutes. You will have one minute to prepare and can make notes if you wish. Be prepared to describe people, places or events and to explain their significance to you

PART (3) Two-way discussion (4-5 minutes)

In this last part the examiner asks questions linked to the topic in Part(2) and develops a discussion of more abstract issues. Be prepared to listen carefully and respond appropriately, to express opinions and preferences and give reasons.

(B) ADVICE REGARDING QUESTIONING TECHNIQUES

For Part (1) you can start off with closed questions, i.e. questions where the answer is brief and involves no opinions but simply stating facts. Such questions could include the following:- 
Are you.../Do you.../Have you..?

For Part (3)the discussion will draw opinions from the student and is much more challenging. Here I would recommend more open questions, i.e. questions where the response is much longer and involving opinions rather than stating facts, e.g. What do you think about…?

(C) USEFUL DEFINITIONS (for inexperienced testers only)
1.1 fluency -	 refers to the fact that the student is answering your questions in such a way that you can clearly understand his/her meaning. However, the answers given will contain grammatical errors. Nevertheless, the errors will not hinder your comprehension of the answer.
1.2 accuracy -	refers to the fact that you are judging the grammatical structures that the student is using, as opposed to the level of fluency.  As described above, fluency is more important than accuracy. 
1.3 IELTS banding-	IELTS stands for International English language test. The students are tested in the 4 main areas of language understanding, i.e. listening, reading, writing and speaking. The overall aggregate score from the 4 skills-tests is allocated a band/level. This runs from 1 (minimum) to 9 (maximum). The maximum is comparable to a native speaker of English.






 Band	Description			Features

1	no assessable information	-candidate says nothing

2	non user			-no understandable English

3	intermittent user		-almost no communication
- very poor choice of vocabulary
- very poor structural accuracy
- very heavy accent

4             limited user			-listener struggles to understand 
-short disconnected utterances
- lots of errors in structure and vocabulary

5	modest user			-coherent but not fluent
- able to express some ideas
- simple structures and restricted vocabulary
- errors may be prevalent
- marked accent

6	competent user			-quite fluent
- able to express some ideas
- simple structures and restricted vocabulary
- errors may be prevalent
- marked accent	



7	good user			-clear and communicative speech
- well organised and good choice of ideas in presentation   
 -only occasional errors in choice of structure and vocabulary
 - accent does not intrude

8	very good user			-fluent
- well spoken
- good accuracy in all language

9	expert user			-comparable to an educated native speaker


 		
   




[bookmark: _GoBack]Accuracy 
Accuracy is the ability to produce correct sentences using correct grammar and vocabulary. 
Accuracy is relative. A child in early primary isn't capable of the same level of accuracy as an adult. 
Teachers who concentrate on accuracy help their students to produce grammatically correct written and spoken English. 
Typical accuracy activities are: grammar presentations, gap-fill exercises, frame dialogues. 

[bookmark: Fluency]Fluency 
Fluency is the ability to read, speak, or write easily, smoothly, and expressively. In other words, the speaker can read, understand and respond in a language clearly and concisely while relating meaning and context. 
Fluency generally increases as learners progress from beginning to advanced readers and writers. 
Language teachers who concentrate on fluency help their students to express themselves in fluent English. They pay more attention to meaning and context and are less concerned with grammatical errors. 
Typical fluency activities are: role plays, speeches, communicative activities, games. 




		

