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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Should all frontline UK police officers be routinely armed: with a focus on officer safety and public perception.

INTRODUCTION:
This research project will look at whether all operational frontline officers should be routinely armed. For the purposes of this research project, this includes response, neighbourhood policing teams, roads policing teams and any other specialist frontline departments. 

The argument for whether officers should be armed is often discussed in the press, with opinion polls often providing mixed results (Parry, 2025) and often comes around following a major incident or particularly violent incident. 

This research project shall focus on officer safety and public perception and whether there is any disparity between the two. The argument for officers not being routinely armed has its foundations in the Peelian principles and the notion of policing by consent this was highlighted by the Home Office (2012) in a Freedom of Information request. Counter arguments are often presented by high-ranking police officials. According to Hurley (2015) the UK does not have enough armed police and that terrorists can strike anywhere in the UK, not just in London.  

While there appears to be much debate and opinion polls about whether UK police officers should be routinely armed, to date, there does not appear to be a lot of academic research on this topic. While this may prove problematic, I think this is an important area of modern policing that needs debate and further research. This topic has even been discussed on morning television with presenters and guests debating for both sides of the argument following particularly heinous attack in the Hainault area of London (‘Is It Time to Arm All Police Officers in the UK?’, 2025) 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


The research in the project seeks to ascertain the views of both serving police officers and members of the public. It is likely that this research will show differing opinions both from within each target audience and between the two audience types. 

The four key objectives are as follows:
· Evaluate current crime statistics in relation to violent incidents; what is considered a violent incident, what are the deployment guidelines, is there any geographical or other identifiable trend, timelines/frequency of such incidents 
· Explore why there is a difference in opinion; this information will be collated from the participant input
· Outline the key arguments for and against arming police officers; this will be done by reviewing existing academic research along with the answers received from participants, there shall also be a review into the number of times that unarmed officers have been deployed to violent incidents (this will rely on this data being available) 
· Discuss the notion of policing by consent and how this aligns with the idea of arming all officers; the Peelian principles shall be looked at, as well as other key defining moments in UK policing history, what triggered them and what the outcome was. This shall also be looked at in conjunction with the responses received from participants and look to identify any correlation between responses. 
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While there is some academic research into this subject, there is still not a great deal in comparison to other research topics. By carrying out research I am hoping to draw a definitive conclusion that either supports or opposes the idea. One of the biggest issues facing police forces in the UKL currently is the public’s trust and confidence in them and the public’s perception of what it is the police do (IPSOS, 2023)

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I am going to utilise participant survey as a way of capturing opinion as it will allow the quantitative data to be scrutinised to identify any patterns or trends. I am using participant survey because the questions will be tailored towards each target group. This method allows for quick dissemination and collation of results; there will also be an element of qualitative data to analyse as well which will bolster the statistical data and prove or disprove the argument for arming UK police officers. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I shall be asking serving frontline UK police officers and I shall be asking members of the public. There will be no restrictions on which members of the public can respond as I am keen to receive responses from a wide target audience. I am asking these groups of people as they will likely have different perspectives on this issue, and I would be curious to see the difference in opinion and where that might come from. 
This sample is best for my research as it affects these two groups the most. Officers because it would be them that would carry the weapon, and members of the public as this is who the police deal with and in the UK, policing is by consent, therefore the will of the public is pertinent in this matter. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There are no ethical concerns or considerations for this research project.

	TIME SCALE:

All research and project work shall be subject to the University’s timelines and deadlines for submission. 
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