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1.0 Executive Summary

This report aims to examine a current teaching programme, looking at perceived advantages and disadvantages, before proposing a redesign to incorporate learning technology to create a blended learning version based on relevant theoretical evidence to justify the redesign. The report then concludes by examining best practice and the use of learning technology and blended learning.
2.0 Terms of Reference

2.1 The principal focus are:

2.1.1 To discuss the current use of a teaching programme.
2.1.2 To examine how a traditional teaching scenario can be improved by the incorporation of modern teaching and learning technology.
2.1.3 The report is due by the 2nd of January 2017
3.0 Procedure

This section identifies the research sources used.

3.1 The research included sources on the subject of blended learning in education from websites and text books set out in the references and bibliography.
3.2 Notes taken in class also provided background to the research.
4.0 Findings

4.1 The teaching scenario I have chosen is a HNC in Construction Management. The Unit is Health and Safety. The course is currently studied through: full time day release, part time day release and part time evenings. The unit is currently taught by “traditional” method.  Students attend face to face lessons for 100% of the classes. Moodle is used for two functions, firstly as a resource for the lecturer to post materials after the lesson so the students can access it if they want to review material in their own time. Secondly Moodle is used for the students to submit their assignments. 
4.2
While this approach does seem effective and students are able to use Moodle to submit work and access resources, I do believe there is always room to improve on current practices. The existing system does allow the students to engage with the content somewhat by using Moodle, but it does not allow for teachers and learners to engage with “one another in the spirit of transformational learning” Meizirow & Associates, (2000). This suggests to me that in an effective blended course there needs to be opportunities for students to collaborate. Bruner, Vygotsky and Piaget are just a few who have talked about the benefits of learner engagement and collaboration, “learning includes a deep human need to respond to others and to operate jointly with them toward an objective” Bruner (1966 p. 67)
4.3
Vygotsky’s work is important as he developed what is known as the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) and it discusses how a persons’ learning can be greatly expanded by interaction with someone who knows more than them. Vygotsky (1978). Piaget further developed on this idea by claiming that “synergy between equal partners results in a richer learning experience” Conrad, R.M and Donaldson, J.A. (2012).
4.4
When looking at the existing model I can see that it does not allow for connectivism. This is a relatively new concept which has risen from the instant access modern technology now allows to information and a sense of being connected to information and others with whom you can discuss the information. This theory is discussed in detail by George Siemens and Stephen Downs. They claim that “learning and knowing are constant, ongoing processes (not end states or products)” Siemens (2006, p. 42-43) By seeing learning as an ongoing, evolving end engaging process helps re iterate the benefits of collaborative learning and how the use of an online collaborative tool could help facilitate learning, a far deeper learning than the traditional ‘read this’, ‘form your own opinion’ and ‘submit to finish’ approach to teaching. Conrad, R.M and Donaldson, J.A. (2012).
4.5
Discussing the current teaching programme has helped me to identify the theories which should improve student engagement and understanding. I will be following the recommendations of Siemens (2008) to use problem based, discovery and co-operative learning rather than the “ineffective” traditional teaching method of the teacher being the source of the information and the students just listening for the entire lesson. In the new blended model the role of the teacher will become a “knowledge expert” and “guide facilitating learner discovery” using an online medium to enrich the student experience. Siemens (2008), Bonk (2007). 
5.0
Conclusion

5.1
The new model for a blended course has some similarities to the old one but is still quite different. While the same information is covered for the syllabus, it is the delivery and approach which has changed.  The new model is designed to be 50% face to face and 50% online. To help facilitate this, the Moodle page has been drastically reorganised. Each week is clearly labelled and dated so the students can clearly see what they are doing and when. There is a short brief for every week explaining the lesson. This has been included for both the face to face and online lessons; the reason for this is that I wanted to keep every lesson looking the same for consistency. I wanted the students to consider the online lessons equally as important as the face to face ones. For this same reason the format of most lessons is quite similar, tasks and activities vary but will involve a mixture of the following: Students will analyse some information provided by the teacher, search for some more information individually, complete a task or discuss the information collaboratively and then form an opinion, which they will have to critically analyse by referencing valid sources. Collaboration features heavily in the new model, this is made all the easier by the amount of collaborative tools available on Moodle. The forums and chat rooms feature quite heavily in my blended course to achieve this. Other collaborative tools are the wiki and glossary that the students can work on to create a database of information. When designing this course I also used the ARKS motivational model from Keller. J (1979). I focused on Attention by including active participation in the form of the activities, Relevance by requiring the students to find real world examples of their case studies, for Confidence I gave the learners control over their own learning by providing links to useful sources and making them search for the information. Satisfaction can come from the quizzes and activities that the students can complete. Pappas C (2015). Another key feature which I wanted to incorporate into my new course was the 5 key ingredients of blended learning: 1. Live Events in the form of my chatrooms, which could be instructor led. 2. Online Content: Activities the learner can complete at their own pace such as the NLN activities or quizzes, or even just watching the embedded videos. 3. Collaboration: The padlet board, glossary, forum and wiki and online chat. 4. Assessment: There are many activities that require the learners to submit work for marking, as well as links to socrative quizzes for measuring if learning has taken place. 5. Reference Materials: PDF and Word documents and Powerpoints for the students to refer to at any time or use for revision. Carman, J (2005).  I believe all of the ingredients and theories discussed in this report create an immersive, interactive and collaborative learning tool designed for 21st century teaching, which will feel strange and different to some but will only become more and more relevant to future digital native generations who are used to accessing information technology at any time in any place. Robinson (2011)
6.0
References
Bonk (2007) TravelinEdMan blog entry. Available from: http://travelinedman.blogspot.co.uk/2007_10_01_archive.html [Accessed on 22/1/17]
Bruner, J (1966 p. 67). Toward a theory of instruction. Cambridge: MA: Harvard University Press.
Carman, J (2005) Blended Learning Design: Five Key Ingredients Agilant Learning. Available from: http://moodle.nptcgroup.ac.uk/mod/url/view.php?id=29877 [Accessed on 20/1/17]
Conrad, R.M and Donaldson, J.A. (2012) Continuing to engage the online learner. New York: Jossey-Bass.
Keller, J. M. (1979). Motivation and instructional design: A theoretical perspective. Journal of Instructional Development, 2(4), 26–34.
Mezirow, J & Associates, (2000). Learning as transformation: Critical perspectives on a theory in progress. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.
Pappas C (2015) The Quintessential Of The ARCS Model Of Motivation. ELearning Industry. USA. Available from: https://elearningindustry.com/arcs-model-of-motivation [Accessed on 27/1/17]

Parkland Players (2015) Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development in Early Childhood Education. Parkland Players: Coquitlam, British Columbia. Available from: http://parklandplayers.com/vygotskys-zone-of-proximal-development-in-early-childhood-education/ [Accessed on 27/1/17]
Robinson, K. (2011) Out of four minds: Capstone publishing Ltd.
Siemens (2006) Connectivism: Learning Theory or Pastime for the Self-Amused? ELearnSpace Available from: http://www.elearnspace.org/Articles/connectivism_self-amused.htm [Accessed on 21/1/17]
Siemens (2008) Learning and Knowing in Networks: Changing roles for Educators and Designers Available from: http://www.ingedewaard.net/papers/connectivism/2008_siemens_Learning_Knowing_in_Networks_changingRolesForEducatorsAndDesigners.pdf [Accessed on 27/1/17]
Vygotsky, L (1978). Interaction Between Learning and Development. In Gauvain & Cole (Eds.) Readings on the Development of Children. New York: Scientific American Books. pp. 34-40. Available from: http://www.colorado.edu/physics/phys4810/phys4810_fa08/4810_readings/vygot_chap6.pdf [Accessed on 10/1/17]
7.0
Appendices
7.1      Appendix 1
The picture below shows an example of the ARCS motivational model

Source: John M. Keller (1979)
7.2        Appendix 2
The following diagram shows an interpretation of Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development.
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Source: Parkland Players (2015)
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