	Proposed Programme: 
	BSc Psychology 

	Student cohort: 
	Level four BSc Psychology students 
Three students, all non-traditional, really engaged students

	Facilitator or details of how feedback attained
	Dr Ceri Phelps,  group meeting using A3 sheets and post it notes 

	Overall feedback: 

All students agreed that it was the name of the current modules that attracted them to this programme over any others – they sounded more exciting.  UCAS descriptors also made our programme sound much more interesting and fun than other courses especially open university.  They chose our courses also because it didn’t sound like there was much online – they wanted face to face.  The admissions process made them feel included and cared about – this was a big part of the decision to come.   They are all local students but none were aware that “Trinity” was in Swansea – even friends who work in office in SA1 did not realise this.  

Level Four Proposed modules:  

Psychology in Practice: don’t change.   Favourite module.  Suggested that Discovering Psychology would suit this module more than a proposed name for Research Methods 

PsychLabs: Really enjoying current module Emotion and Communication – weren’t 100% sure whether the name PsychLabs would be better as didn’t feel it reflected the non-lab based element of the module. Also felt that the word labs conjured up expectations of test tubes and science equipment.  Suggested that “Investigative Psychology” could suit a lab based module rather than be a name for research methods.

Research Methods:  weren’t too sure of alternative names and not too bothered about calling it research methods.  However, some interesting and useful feedback emerged when talking about their perception of the module as a whole (NB only seven weeks in).  They felt that the name didn’t reflect the module, because they felt they hadn’t actually had much research methods to date due to the focus on basic maths/stats and SPSS, and would have been nice to have research methods (qual, quant) earlier in the module.   They recognised this was because of the assignment, but felt that there was too much pressure on getting to grips with SPSS (including the initial access to SPSS, navigating licencing and incompatibility issues etc) on top of learning about statistics.  Our suggested change to a portfolio assessment should be able to remedy this?   They had a really good suggestion which I think fits with our intended plans, to introduce the basics of SPSS and research methods in study skills (see below).  Otherwise, they suggested perhaps moodle tiles/info could be made available sooner (before Christmas) so that they could start to read/prepare for SPSS before the start of the module. 

Study Skills   This module had the most discussion.  They recognised that the module caused tensions because of different students needs.  Some students in this discussion felt that they really needed basic study skills (non traditional route) but that because other students had perhaps completed A level Psychology, it almost became impossible to teach and satisfy all student needs.  They also felt the logical sequence of the module wasn’t that helpful e.g. essay guidance came after their first essay was handed in.  A number of suggestions were made: 
· Seen as a massively important module for non-traditional students
· Introduce SPSS to learn and understand at a really basic level
· Basic introduction to qual v quant research methods (they also noted that whilst they had received that via Psychology in Practice in Sem 1, students studying Psychology and Counselling had  not received any basic intro to RM)
· More APA practice needed
· Could it start sooner? Maybe 2 sessions a week from beginning of September, or more during induction, so that more of the basics are in the bag before modules actually start.
· Split the class like in research methods to tailor for type of student need.  Students felt like lots of other students didn’t need to be there as they had done A-level and didn’t really engage, or ended up taking the conversation or session in a different direction. Interestingly, I think this is a misperception re: need, as some of these ex- A-level students have actually done a lot worse than others on early assignments). Something for us to think about therefore is how we pitch the importance of study skills to all.  
· Some suggested names (may fit foundation degree?): Prepping for your Degree; Prep & Go: Psychology



	Level Five Modules:

Occupational Psychology: don’t change - liked the name of this module when applying for the course.

Placement module – loved the idea of this but perhaps more importantly/surprisingly these students really like the idea of the internship rather than external placement because a) many are already in employment and b) “we have enough going on outsider of uni in our lives already” (job, kids, family etc).  So I think we need to consider a) how we would potentially manage lots of students actually wanting to stay with us and b) how we can build a placement into existing work (if appropriate?).
They also definitely felt having help and assistance in gaining placement/internship would be really important.  Suggested that available options were made available early in the year for decisions to be made. 


	
	



