
Online Learning Environments 
Versus 
Conventional Learning Environments,
 Preferences and Corelation
By Nikolay Daskalov 1913115


Table of Contents:                                                                                                 Page:
1.Introduction………………………………………………………………………………………….2
2. Aspects of Consideration in Data Collection…………………………………………2
3. Methods of Data Collection…………………………………………………………………2
4.Types of Data……………………………………………………………………………………….2
5.Secondary Data……………………………………………………………………………………3
6.Questions and Purposes 
Question 1…………………………………………………………………………………3
Question 2…………………………………………………………………………………4
Question 3…………………………………………………………………………………5
Question 4…………………………………………………………………………………6
Question 5…………………………………………………………………………………7
Question 6…………………………………………………………………………………8
Question 7…………………………………………………………………………………9
Question 8…………………………………………………………………………………10
Question 9…………………………………………………………………………………11
Question 10……………………………………………………………………………….12
7.Analysis……………………………………………………………………………………………….13
8.Conclusion…………………………………………………………………………………………..13
9.Reference……………………………………………………………………………………………14



1.Introduction
Data collection is used around the world in order to find corelation between different people and their views, preferences and or wellbeing based on differences and similarities regarding the aim of the study.
In this report I will be exploring if students prefer the conventional learning in person or the current online learning arrangement during the COVID 19 pandemic. I have made an online questionnaire to gather primary data and I have explored secondary data in order to support my findings. My questionnaire includes open ended and multiple-choice questions. 

2.Aspects of Consideration in Data Collection
It is very important to have an open mind when gathering data. Having a bias towards a possible outcome of a study can affect the design of the questionnaire for gathering primary data. This can lead to having flawed questions which will directly impact the quality and authenticity of the primary data, thus having a knock-on effect on our overall study. Ethics and morality also play a key role in establishing appropriate questions for the study in order to avoid questions which can be interpreted as offensive or immoral.
There are laws regarding the storage of personal data in order to protect the population from misuse of their data. This includes companies selling and or giving their data without the permission of the participants to third parties. It is also not allowed to store personal data without the knowledge of the person in question. The companies also must anonymise collected data in order to protect privacy, as stated in the General Data Protection Regulation made by the European union. 

3.Methods of Data Collection
There are various methods to collect data. Websites collected personal data without the permission of users until the GDPR forced website owners to ask for permission before collecting such personal data and informing you of its collection. However, there are websites which are specialized in gathering information in a different method. Websites such as Surveymonkey offer a platform for the design and fulfilment of online questionnaires in order to gather the data needed by its users. There are also other methods of gathering data such as sending letters to people through the post, calling people on their landline phones, however, choosing the method depends on the aim of the study. Focus groups are the main resource for data collection in most of the circumstances, but there are exceptions which require a large amount of data on a national level. 
4.Types of Data
There are two types of data: Primary and Secondary. Each type of data has subcategories which are: Qualitative and Quantitative. Primary data is data which I have acquired myself or through my own means, whereas secondary data is already acquired by another person or business and is made available to the public. Qualitative data focuses on the individual written responses of participants and is then interpreted. Quantitative data focuses on the quantity of answers based on multiple choice surveys in order to gather numerical values which can thus be more easily presented and analysed.  

5.Secondary Data
I have mainly looked at a report which was devised from a study in Technology College in Kent, consisting of 1600 pupils. It looks at the outcomes of VLEs from both student and teacher perspectives. 
The VLE feature allows teachers to create curriculum content, access resources, plan their lessons, set and mark assignments and manage lessons both offline and online. Students can be set work according to their individual abilities and needs, and can access the network from home as well as in college. A significant proportion of students (80%+) have internet access at home and a growing number have broadband. Becta (2019)
6.Questions and Purposes
Question 1
[image: ]
Question one is designed to establish if the participant has used an online learning environment in the pretext that depending on the answer of the latter questions, it could have a connection with improvements to online learning environments in the past year due to the pandemic, hence the possibility of a corelation between the participants views and experience, prior to these improvements.






Question 2 
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The aim of question two is to establish an age group and if there is a corelation between the participants experience, be it positive or negative in relation to their chosen age group. Younger participants might feel more at ease using online learning environments because of the technological advances and availability whilst they were growing up. Older participants might be reluctant to online learning environments due to the lack of these technological advances and access to this technology whilst they were in their primary/secondary school environments.

Question 3
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This question was designed to establish the sex of the participants or what they identify as in order to explore if there is a corelation between the preference of learning environment and the sex of the participants. 











Question 4
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The aim of question four is to establish the participants satisfaction or dissatisfaction of online learning environment in order to understand an overall participant view and to seek out any patters if there is a corelation between their age, sex and the last time they used online learning environment. 










Question 5
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This question is designed to look at the preference of the participants regarding stimulation in learning environments and to seek if there is a corelation between their age, sex and the last time they used online learning environment. There are many variables to the reasons behind the preferences of the participants regarding this questions, however, this question seeks an overall view and if there is a corelation to the prior questions. 









Question 6
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Question six aims to look at the participants perception of convenience regarding online learning environments and if it has a relation to their other preferences and or their age, sex and the last time they used online learning environment. It is important to establish this because there is the possibility of a corelation between the age of the participants and their views on online learning environment which can have a direct impact on their motivation to progress with further education if it is through means of online learning environments which can lead to reshaping the higher education system in the future in order to increase the availability of higher education to the general public.







Question 7
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[image: ]
The aim of question eight is to establish the general perception of the participants regarding their views on the quality of teaching and if there is a general clear preference on this topic. There is the possibility of a corelation between students who have used online learning environments in the last year and their perception of the quality of teaching because of the improvements in the past year. 










Question 8
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Question eight is a control question to establish each participant general preference between online learning environments and learning in person. This question aims to look at the participants answer to this question and establish if their preferences in their previous questions corelate. It can also establish which aspects participants find overall positive or negative by analysing the data from the previous questions in contrast to this question.









Question 9
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Question nine is qualitative and aims to establish the feelings regarding online learning environments and gives participants the opportunity to express their views. It looks at the positivity, neutrality or negativity of the participants towards online learning environments.






Question 10
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Question ten aims to find corelation between the answers of each participant in the question. It has the possibility of people listing similar benefits or drawbacks and if so, which is most mentioned and what is the relation between the similarities of the participants.







7.Analysis
There is a common notion that the quality of teaching is lowered in online learning environments compared to the conventional learning environment. 80% of the participants think the conventional learning environment has a higher quality of teaching and 20% of the participants think they are equal. 
This is interesting, because when we look at the results of question eight, 40% of the participants prefer online learning whereas 50% prefer conventional learning environment and 10% have no preference.
This means that even though the quality of teaching is lower in online learning environments they still prefer it over conventional learning environments. 
The results lead me to believe that to some, the impact of convenience which 50% of participants find online learning more convenient is of greater importance to the participants rather than the quality of teaching. Only 10% think conventional learning is more convenient. 40% of the participants think they are both equal. 
In question 10, 90% of the qualitative answers mention convenience and saved travel time as a positive outcome of online learning environments, which leads me to believe that there is a corelation between the convenience of online learning environment and the preference of online learning. 
Looking at question four, 60% of the participants were satisfied with their online learning environments, 30 % were neither satisfied or dissatisfied and 10% were very satisfied which leads me to the conclusion of no dissatisfaction from online learning environments. This is surprising because as mentioned before that participants regard conventional learning has higher quality teaching. This notion also supports the idea of the possibility of convenience playing a key role in the satisfaction rate for online learning environments.
There is no clear relation between the individual age, sex and preferences.
In question nine, 62.5% of participants have shown positive feelings towards online learning environments, however, 60% of the positive feedback relates to the current pandemic, which shows that online learning can be considered positive because of the circumstances.

8.Conclusion 
In my opinion, the results show conclusive relation between the aspect of convenience and their preference of online learning, even though in the opinion of the participants the quality of teaching is lower in online learning rather than conventional learning environments. 
Most participants still prefer conventional learning environment but not by much. I think in a future study, it is possible to explore if there is a conclusive relationship between age and the preference of conventional learning over online learning environments. My results were inconclusive on this matter due to the small number of participants. 

9.References: Becta (2019) What the research says about Virtual Learning Environments in teaching and learning. 2nd edn. Available at: https://mirandanet.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/wtrs_04_vles.pdf (Accessed: 1 September 2020)
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face to face lectures.

9/1/2020 4:38 PM

View respondent’s answers

Positive: convinient, more relaxed Negative: teachers cant have personalised approach if a student is struggling

9/1/2020 9:09 AM

View respondent’s answers

“The comfort of your own home can make you lazy but then again it can also motivate you

9/1/2020 7:30 AM

View respondent’s answers
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- Leammore

In your opinion, what are the positives and negatives of online learning?

Answered:7  Skipped: 3

RESPONSES (7)  WORD CLOUD () sentiments: OFF

Search responses Q

Showing 7 responses

“The comfort of your own home can make you lazy but then again it can also motivate you

9/1/2020 7:30 AM View respondent's answers

@ Help!

Negatives - no face to face interactions, different learning styles for different students Positives - safer, students have more spare
time as they are not travelling (to uni)

9/1/2020 7:27 AM View respondent's answers

Feedback

The work environment is peaceful bur

‘you have bad connection it will be really hard.to leam something

9/1/2020 6:56 AM View respondent's answers

‘The positive side of VLE is that you have more free time and you feel more comfortable at home The negative side as | said, we ~
start losing motivation and it's easy to get distracted when you are at home, there is Internet issues as well

9/1/2020 1:58 AM View respondent's answers





