Write a commentary on the following extract from the Chronicon Anglicanum drawing attention to what the content reveals about the interest of the author and intended audience:
In this exercise, I will be looking at the Chronicon Anglicanum (hereafter referred to as the Chronicon) and will use historians' opinions as well as opinions of prominent contemporaries of the Chronicon's author to understand what the interests of the author and his intended audience were likely to be. As the audience must be inferred, I will start by identifying the possible audience.

The author appears to express an interest in the wider effects the chronicle will have, outside of its original monastic setting. '[W]ider edification' is cited as a cause for some of the recording of the historical details mentioned. Local monasteries in England did typically care for educating the larger populace.
 It is entirely possible that the author's stated intentions are genuine, and therefore his intended audience would likely include those outside of the nobility and clergy. As further evidence of this is the frequent use of the Church calendar, focusing on its feasts and saint days, which secular people were more familiar with,
 rather than the Julian calendar used by medieval scholars.
The audience is also likely to include the nobility and clergy as much of the Chronicon details royal, noble and ecclesiastic actions. The notable reigns of Henry III, and John are used to indicate years along with the Anno Domini System, showing a degree of respect for the English royalty.

In the entry for the year 1207, the author shows concern for Coggeshall Abbey and its history by listing 'Lord Thomas' as the fifth abbot of Coggeshall. This concern is reinforced by mentioning Ralph's succession and his past as a monk in the abbey. The audience might, therefore, be local to Coggeshall if they are to share this interest.

The author is interested in the history of the chronicle itself by describing Lord Ralph's contributions to the Chronicon. This might be because of the Cistercian focus on historical narratives.
 By describing the chronicle's own history the author reveals an interest in how historical narratives were constructed. The history of the Chronicon might also be mentioned in order to gain credibility as it has traceable authorship. Not only that, but the abbot's position as leader of an abbey could lend further credibility and prestige to the document. This could be seen as evidence for the academic audience rather than evidence for the abbot's interest in Cistercian practices.

The interest in the Cistercian background of the abbey is seen elsewhere. The author criticises King John for stopping the Cistercians from meeting in Citeaux and for blaming the Cistercians for the loss of Tolouse and his sister Joanna. Although the author does not refute King John's claim, in fact he confirms the order's involvement in the Count of Toulouse’s deposition, he justifies it by stating that John 'again found fault', linking this accusation to John's previous accusations of the Cistercian order.

The reference to the capture of the Holy Cross as an important date shows interest in the history of the Crusades, along with the recording of the Jerusalemite succession in 1211. Their inclusion in this chronicle reveals a significant level of interest in Crusades, despite these events occurring in another continent. The reference to 'visions' which Ralph recorded reveals an interest in mysticism. To medieval mystics visions were as integral to a godly life as acts of service.
 The inclusion of crusades history and mysticism could be used to ascertain the author's religious views or the general consensus of the time.

The author repeatedly refers to characters simply by their title. It is possible the omission of personal names reflects a lack of interest or sense of opposition to the individual. Isabella of Angoulême is referred to as 'the daughter of the count of Angouleme' or 'the Queen'. She was heavily disliked at the time
 with Matthew Paris referring to her as 'Jezebel not Isabella'.
 Similarly, Alexander II of Scotland and his son are unnamed. Alexander II was an ally and son-in-law of King John.
 The Chronicon's omission of Alexander's name could be seen as an extension of its antagonism towards King John, as could the omission of King John's wife Isabella's name.

The author expresses an interest in the ecclesiastical hierarchy and its history, especially that of Canterbury because of its significance in Britain and its relative proximity to Coggeshall. Outside of England, only the pope is mentioned, and then only in Papal interactions with England and the Holy Roman Empire.

The author is particularly interested in royal action against the church and the papal responses. 1208, the second date Ralph authors, exclusively contain details of this conflict. In these narratives the author usually favours the Pope over the King, referring to the Pope as 'lord pope'. He notes King John's promises to the Pope in 1208, but ends by saying 'he did not keep [the promises] in any way'. The author gives no credit for the diplomatic attempt by King John and only mentions his failures. 

While King John is seen negatively in comparison to the Pope, he is seen in a positive light in his conquest of Ireland. Although the focus could be on Hugh de Lacy, the Norman viceroy of Ireland who sustained a reputation for immorality.
 This could either demonstrate anglocentrism in English monasteries or this could demonstrate that King John's poor reputation was surpassed by Hugh de Lacy.

The Chronicon refers to the 'surrender of the whole of Ireland'. The conquest of Ireland would not be complete until the Tudor Kingdom of Ireland.
 This might reflect a lack of interest or knowledge in Irish politics, or it could be a deliberate overestimation of King John's victory.
In conclusion, this extract of the Chronicon Anglicanum demonstrates both the author's and intended audience's interest in royalty, the papacy, 
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