ECSO5003:
Assignment 1
Write a proposal for a hypothetical research project
 focusing on the methodology and methods
Title for your proposal: The Impact of Covid 19 Travel Restrictions on Rural Communities in Wales
Research Question
· RQ: What are the perceptions of individuals in regards to the impact of Covid 19 and travel restrictions in Rural Wales?
Further subreserach questions will be also considered (Appendix 1).
· Who are the participants – rural Wales?
· Transport providers!!! Bus companies 
· Taxi companies
· What characteristics linked to the RQ do we need to know?
· How far from shops
· How far from major town
· How many live in the household
· Do they have children 
· What are the barriers to ‘improving the context of their own life’?
· How far miles are the travel restrictions.
· There is a specific point in the year when we could not travel beyond 3 miles – (dates start to end)
· Do they have car
· Is public transport available?
· How do we collect information (data) to answer the RQ?
· Teams Live and record
· Could be questionnaire post
· We can’t visit them in their homes!!!!

Introduction 50-100 words
Resume the order of your assignment etc. highlight the research question and main issue only.

Mini lit review 300-400 words
Who is involved?
What is the ‘problem’?
Or is it we don’t actually know what the issues are because no one has asked this group before?
What do we already know from the research literature?
· Why is this issue important?
· What other researchers have done, collected data, in this area of study? What do they tell us? What is missing? Gap in Knowledge 

Methodology 600 words

Always link back to RQ for the bits below
Research Paradigm
Define it and reference.
Where do you or your research stand and why? Reference
What are the implications for your research and why? Reference
Signpost to the next section

Ontology 
Define ontology – and reference.  So what do you see as reality? For this research it is important to understand that individual experiences and perceptions help researchers to understand the lived experience (Author, year). What are the implications for this research question? When considering this RQ it is evident that most research focuses on the distance and cost of rural living. This research aims to give rural communities a voice and potentially will impact upon policy in the future (Author, year).

– What is your understanding of reality? (Author, year).
Epistemology
Define Epistemology
Tell us where you stand in regards to the RQ
What does this mean for the RQ
 – how can I know reality?
Theoretical Perspective – which approach do you use to know something?


Methodology – how do you go about finding out?
Afasdfasdf

Data Collection Methods 600 words
Always link back to RQ for the bits below remind the reader your RP, O, E, M.
 In a sentence or two.
Discussion of gatekeeps and that you have a ‘fictional letter’ to approve your research.
One of the challenges of this research is to gain approval from the ‘gate keepers’ of SC; the Chief Superintendent has already approved this, and a letter will be submitted alongside the ethics for full approval[footnoteRef:1] (Welsh Rural Police[footnoteRef:2], 2023). [1:  Bob has an IQ of 120]  [2:  WRP has been anonymised for this submission (Author, year).] 

Ethics 300 words

Conclusion 100 words
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