Hollie Mcdonald

Journal of the Doing History: Past in present module.

This Journal will cover my experience of the Doing History module which includes my experience in the lectures, classes in the Roderic Bowen library archives, the graveyard survey and the trip to the national trip of Wales as well as the visit to the Ceredigion archives. To conclude this journal, I’ll be going over how this module has helped me understand using primary sources to understand what has happened in the past. When talking about how it’s helped in understanding and using primary sources I’ll be referencing back to my previous assignment where I had to evaluate a primary source the one that I chose being a letter during the Spanish flu mentioning the disease and its affects on everyday people. 

The Lectures.
Before talking about the lectures, I feel like it is important to mention that I actually missed a lot of the lectures especially at the start of the year because of bereavement so I can’t speak for the start of the semester and how the lectures themselves went. I can however talk about the lectures I did go to. One of them being (19/03/18) looking at newspaper articles and speeches of the opening of the museums in Liverpool during the Victorian Era, this lecture was taught by Alex Scott and focused mainly pulling out information on how the opening of museums changed the culture within Liverpool as before these museums opened it was described as ‘ Barbaric and Unholy’ implying that everyone in Liverpool before the museums and sort of cultural awakening were just drunk sinners stomping around getting in fights which as someone from the Liverpool area I must admit I took a little bit of offence to that statement but I also accepted that it is basically like that now so clearly the only thing that’s changed is that a pint is more expensive. Besides getting offended at how my home town was essentially described as in alcoholic’s paradise the Lecture itself was incredibly interesting more so because it was talking about where I live and local history I believe is oh so important to know. That being said we didn’t just look the aspect of getting museums in Liverpool, the lecture itself was on the creation of museums and what museums actually do Alex taught us about how modern museums have a lot to thank for the Renaissance period as that’s where the interest in arts and culture truly bloomed while the museums before then focused mainly on medieval artefacts and religious shrines the Renaissance period opened doors for ‘modern’ exhibitions such as translations from the Greco-Roman period and Ancient Greece. Alex also told us about the first museum in Europe which was The Medici Palace, it wasn’t a Museum by todays standards at all but it was a collection of Art and anything to Lorezo and Cosimo’s liking. This Lecture in particular gave the base knowledge of Museums and where they came from as well as showing us how to pull certain information from sources as seen with looking over the speeches, articles and journal entries about the opening of the Museum in Liverpool. Overall, I enjoyed Alex’s lecture a lot maybe more so than anyone else as I have a personally connection with the place we were learning about.
 Roderic Bowen Library Archives Experience.
The sessions we had in the Roderic Bowen Archives were extremely interesting and it was a truly amazing experience to be able to have hands on experience with archive material. There were a few rules when it came to even entering the archives alone you were not allowed pens or drinks in the room. Our time in the archives was split into two lectures, the first lecture was to give us the run down on how archives are stored and the correct terms to be used when referring to Archives. This lecture provided a good solid base for the future trip to the Ceredigion Archives as it allowed us to just know the basics of archiving. The Second session in the Library Archives was the more interesting session especially for me as I’ve had an interest in becoming an Archivist since I visited the Manchester Archives back in college. The session allowed us to look at documents from when the University first opened all the way up to the 1960’s I believe one of the things that stuck out most to me was the how incredibly hard it was to actually read the hand written archive material I find it hard to read a book anyway as I can see the lines in between the words but with this material is was even more difficult I remember having one and I could only make out the odd word so I truly had no idea what the actual document was going on about, some of the more modern material was a lot easier to read such as the leaflet that was printed describing some of the extra-curricular activities available. There was also a registry of alcoholic drinks being consumed at the university this was super interesting to read because you can see how university students really haven’t changed as they still drink a lot even back in the 1800’s. Looking at the archives was and will be helpful as it allows you to have an understanding as to what it was like for the students of the university and the people of Lampeter were back then.
The Graveyard Survey 
The Graveyard Survey was taught to us by Lester and another lecturer I can’t remember the name of (sorry!) The Graveyard Survey took place at St. Peters Church in Lampeter its on top of a very steep hill so it can be seen from quite a difference it also allows people to look out across Lampeter. Originally there was a medieval church where the current structure stands we know this because of accounts mentioned the church within Aberystwyth archives dating back to 1300’s as well as grave digging accounts of uncovering the footings of a medieval church, in fact where the broken bird bath is currently located (23/04/18) is where the steps were for the medieval crypt  there was also more than likely a pre-Norman church in the same place. In 1822 the new church was completed the same year the university was completed but in comparison to the glitzy chapel within the university this new church was seen as grotty, the public wanted the new church to be torn down and rebuilt to compete with the university; of which it was. This new church was completed in 1870 and partnered a high gothic style the church was rather large for such a small town at the time although it made sense with the university to have a bigger church now however, the church wasn’t built this big for the future back in the 1800’s churches and religion in general were a big deal to people back then so much so that people would include certain symbols on their graves or choose the placement strategically to be closer to the church. In St peters church when you enter from the right-hand side there is a collection of graves that from priests or other religious figures related to that church, the obviously got the closest spot to the church as they did the work of God. One particular grave which is relatively close to the church had multiple engravings which have certain meanings one that sticks out is the engraving of lilies a flower that represents souls leaving the body and going to heaven this was commonly seen among the more wealthy headstones from the 1800’s, the wealthier headstones were also written in English rather than Welsh as a sign of authority and education, if you were well off within the town your headstone would be written in English or sometimes English and Welsh. This graveyard is still expanding into fields further into the back with the growth of the polish population there has been a growth in different religious traditions, traditionally the polish celebrates All Saints day which involves leaving colourful lanterns and flowers on graves the smoke from the candles signifies the persons soul going to the underworld and while you could see seas of colour lantern shaped candles in the start of November they are often there year round as remembering loved ones is very important to the Polish. This intertwining of culture is magical to see in a somewhat secluded part of the UK.
This Graveyard survey provided a lot of insight on how small things within graveyards and things in general can have hidden meanings it can provide you with so much information such as the social status of an individual, how wealthy they were, their local pride and their religious beliefs something that can be used throughout a history degree to get a somewhat solid background on an individual. 
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National Library of Wales and Ceredigion Records Office

We went on a trip to Aberystwyth on the 3rd of May 2018. When we arrived at the National Library of Wales we were given a talk on the basic run down of what the library does, what it stores and how it became to be the national library of wales and why it’s in Aberystwyth of all places. The national library of wales is a copyright library so any media or print works that is based in Wales or has essentially anything to do with wales is provided for free to the museum by law this ranges from books to Dr Who episodes with David Tenant in. The library was established in Aberystwyth in 1907 because it was thought to be the middle of wales not too far south but not to far north either it just so happens that multiple universities have been founded within a short bus ride or drive away from there, in fact there is even a university in Aberystwyth, so the placement is actually well thought out. We were then given a behind the scenes tour of the Library including the underground archives that store all the highly valuable pieces that aren’t on storage in high security and high tech chambers that are apparently fire proof and will protect these documents if anything were to go wrong in the library, once we got to go inside one of these tiny chambers and everyone had stopped panicking that we were going to get locked in there we were taken to where a lot of the paintings, maps and prints were held, these were still super valuable pieces and provided great historical context to wales but were not valuable enough to be stored in the high tech chambers, the tour guide stated that ideally everything would be stored in them but they’re running out of space as it is they can’t build up and the back + sides cannot expand anymore so the only way to add more space is to dig down which is very expensive. The tour guide also touched on one way they’re saving space is by making a lot of things digital so they don’t need to constantly accept new copies of things because they can just make it available online saving space for more important artefacts. It’s important to note that this Library of wales is not a library where you can take books out but rather you have to book a space to view certain books within the library walls; no books owned by the library would be taken off the premises unless it were for an exhibition in a museum or other library. The Ceredigion archives or records office was my personal favourite of the day we were able to get hands on with medieval maps and documents about the surrounding areas such as a Victorian document as to why people were admitted to the local work house. We were also able to look at the old coins such as shillings and pence which was super cool. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Being able to have a hands on experience with things from the archives and being able to see how things are stored professionally really allows me to understand how the past can influence the present and how by learning these almost hidden secrets of gravestones and these important documents that the average person won’t see in their lifetime will aid so much in the future of my History degree. I enjoyed this module even if I was annoying with it being late into the evening. 
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