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Introduction.

Day 1- 8th/February/2018: First lecture (indoors).
At 2:05 pm, Dr Martin Bates have started the lecture. He began by demonstrating and explaining the types of maps. The maps’ types were as the following: Ordnance Survey maps, Geological maps, Hydrological maps and Soil maps. An Ordnance Survey map shows the topography of a certain place, meaning that it provides the details of roads, buildings etc. A Geological map provides rock types and sediments. The Geological map is important for archaeologists, as it tells us what could have been preserved in the site (Rapp and Hill 2006). However, Hydrological maps and Soil maps are less significant to archaeology (Grant et al. 2005). Also, I have learnt that the maps’ scales can vary between 1:50000, 1:25000 and so on, where each 1 distance on the map represents a 50000 or 25000 distance in reality (Grant et al. 2005). Later, Dr Martin said that the 1:50000 are much likely to be used in archaeology because it includes more details than the others. After that, I had the chance to look at several types of maps including historical maps. 
Around 2:40 pm, Dr Martin started explaining the grid references and the national grid on the maps. I was extremely interested in learning the grid references’ system because I have only used coordinates in Kuwait. I have learnt that the grid reference pinpoints where something is within a space, while the coordinates show where is it exactly. Also, the grid is read and set by easting first and then the northing, and whenever we read further in the directions; the numbers increase. As Paul Wilkinson said that ‘the southern edge of the site grid is usually the site baseline and the southern-west corner of the site grid is the point of origin for numbering the squares of the grid’ (2007: 49). The points are usually read by four figures, but when two points or more fall into the same grid; getting a six figures reading is a must. The six figures reading help locate the points that are in one grid with better accuracy.  I have tried to practice that during the lecture and luckily, I have got my graph paper notebook.  At the end of the lecture, we had the opportunity to do a map exercise as well.  
[image: ]
Figure 1- The grids exercise of my notebook.
Day 2- 15th/February/2018: Second lecture (indoors & outdoors activities).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The lecture has begun at 2:03 pm with Dr Martin speaking about elevation. I remember being excited for this lecture as it includes two of my favourite subjects; geometry and geography. When Dr Martin started explaining, he repeated ‘we need to know how high things are’ and I thought to myself ‘how will an acrophobic desert creature like me climb up and measure high points?’. I was relieved to know then that it has already been set on OS maps using contour lines and spot heights (Bowen and Pallister 2004). Another key point to remember is learning about Bench Marks and their importance in archaeology. I have never heard of that term before in my life, and it was interesting to know that Bench Marks must be carved or marked on permanent features. According to John Coles ‘A Bench Mark is a fixed point of reference, and its usual form is a triple arrow pointing upwards to a horizontal groove, the centre is the known level above Ordnance Survey Datum or sea level’ (2014: 97). Also, before starting a survey or setting out a grid, it is important to locate a Bench Mark or to know a point’s height comparing to sea level. Furthermore, Dr Martin have explained how to set out a grid using geomety
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