The Image I will be looking at is of Fountains Abbey, which is located in north Yorkshire. Fountains Abbey was the second Cistercian house in Yorkshire, the first being Rievaulx.[footnoteRef:1] Fountains abbey would become the wealthiest Cistercian monastery, and have some of the most ‘splendid’ buildings in Yorkshire, [footnoteRef:2] and one of the largest and richest in the country. [footnoteRef:3] Fountains Abbey is also one of Britain’s most preserved monastic buildings. [footnoteRef:4]  Fountains would have a somewhat troublesome start, initially it was economical, then in 1146 most of it was burned down by a group of people who opposed Henry Murdac. Murdac was the Abbot of Fountains Abbey from 1144 and Archbishop of York from 1147 until his death.[footnoteRef:5] By 1152 Fountains was the only remaining Cistercian abbey in Yorkshire at the time.[footnoteRef:6] [1:  Narrative of the foundation of Rievaulx Module Reader: The Cistercians and their World (unpublished) p. 69.]  [2:  I. Bell, ‘A Register of Fountains Abbey’, The British Museum quarterly, 7(1) (1932), 16-18 (p.16).]  [3:  P, Fergusson. ‘Early Cistercian Churches in Yorkshire and the Problem of the Cistercian Crossing Tower’ Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, 29(3) (1970), 211-221 (p.213).]  [4:  F. Jacquelyn, A. Ruth, S. Rebecca, ‘Sweetness and Light: Chemical Evidence of Beeswax and tallow candles at fountains abbey, north Yorkshire’ Medieval Archaeology, 48(1) (2004), 220-227 (p. 220).]  [5:  T. Callahan, ‘The Impact of Anarchy on English Monasticism 1135-1154’ Albion: A Quarterly Journal concerned with British Studies, 6(3) (1974), 218-232 (p.218).]  [6:  R. Donkin, ‘The Cistercian Order and the Settlement of Northern England’ Geographical Review, 59(3) (1969), 403-416 (p.403).] 

Fountains Abbey was founded in 1132, when thirteen men from St Mary’s abbey were supposedly ‘led by a pious instinct’ to join the Cistercians and to emulate them, the simplicity of the Cistercian order and their use of the Rule of St Benedict also appealed to them.[footnoteRef:7] Fountains abbey was founded on a land “that had long been uninhabited”.[footnoteRef:8] An important part of the foundation of Fountains involved Archbishop Thurston, who gave protection to, and helped to justify the actions of, the monks who left St Mary’s. The Archbishop would go on to attack Benedictine monasticism, and in particular he would focus his attack on Cluniac monasticism.[footnoteRef:9] The attack on the Cluniac order by Thurston is similar to St Bernard of Clairvaux’s An Apologia to Abbot William, which heavily criticises the Cluniac order.[footnoteRef:10] [7:  The Family of Clairvaux (Fountains) Module Reader: The Cistercians and their World (unpublished) p. 397.]  [8:  Donkin, Order and the Settlement of Northern England, p.408.]  [9:  Narratio de Fundatione Module Reader: The Cistercians and their World (unpublished) p. 80.]  [10:  C. Rudolph, ‘Bernard of Clairvaux’s Apologia as a Description of Cluny, and the Controversy over Monastic Art’, Gesta, 27(1/2) (1988), 125-132 (p. 128).] 

Although Fountains Abbey did not start with a mother house, as its foundation was from monks abandoning their former order to join another and start their own abbey, the monks and the abbey soon became subjects of Clairvaux. This idea can be supported by the fact that Bernard, who was the current Abbot of Clairvaux, sent Geoffrey of Ainai to enforce the Rule of St Benedict and make sure they were properly following the Cistercian way.[footnoteRef:11] The Abbey would go on to have seven daughter houses, and four granddaughter houses.[footnoteRef:12] [11:  Narratio de Fundatione Module Reader: The Cistercians and their World (unpublished) p.82.]  [12:  The Family of Clairvaux (Fountains) Module Reader, p. 397.] 

Although Fountains abbey would become very wealthy, it was far from successful when it started. after the founding of Fountains Abbey in 1132, the community there would have an unstable start and their economy would be established in 1135, allowing them to work on establishing a permanent church. [footnoteRef:13] An example of how wealthy Fountains would become is by the land it would go on to own, especially its granges, in 1301 it held granges that were over thirty miles away. [footnoteRef:14] Cistercian granges were larger and more expensive than those used by other monastic orders, the average Cistercian grange was between three and four hundred acres, and the produce form the granges in 1301 would be anywhere from seven shillings to several pounds, this was a lot more than the average payment of neighbouring lay people. [footnoteRef:15] [13:  Ferguson, Cistercian Crossing Tower, p. 214.]  [14:  T, Bishop. ‘Monastic Granges in Yorkshire’ The English Historical Review, 51(202) (1936), 193-314 (p.196).]  [15:  Bishop, Monastic Granges, p. 200.] 

Fountains abbey can be seen as being successful monastery not just in an economic sense, but also by the fact that it would have a number of daughter and granddaughter houses. Although a number of monastic houses were founded as a result of Fountains abbey, expansion, with the exception of Medmenham Abbey, stopped by 1152.[footnoteRef:16] This can be seen as a result of the general chapter, who ordered that no more foundations were to be made in 1152, by this time there were 333 monastic houses. [footnoteRef:17] [16:  The Family of Clairvaux (Fountains) Module Reader, p. 397.]  [17:  R. Donkin, ‘The Cistercian Order and the Settlement of Northern England’ Geographical Review, 59(3) (1969), 403-416 (p.403).] 

The Cistercians can be seen as being somewhat against the use of crossing towers for their abbeys. This can be seen by a decree made by the General Chapter meeting at Citeaux in 1157, which said “Let stone towers with bells not be built”.[footnoteRef:18] This rule was an attempt to prevent the use of crossing towers as they were seen to go against the simplicity of life the Cistercians were trying to obtain. Fountains was built without a crossing tower, but after the burning down of the abbey in 1146 a crossing tower would be built.[footnoteRef:19] Although the exact time of the rebuilding is unsure, work could have started right away, but William Fitzherbert, who became Archbishop of York in 1153 after the death of William Murdac, supposedly visited fountains abbey and donated money to help with repairs.[footnoteRef:20] This suggests that if any repair work was being done from the fire it was slow and taking a while. If most of the repairs were to happen after 1153, then it is likely that the crossing tower was finished in the mid to late-1150s. [18:  P, Fergusson. ‘Early Cistercian Churches in Yorkshire and the Problem of the Cistercian Crossing Tower’ Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, 29(3) (1970), 211-221 (p.211).]  [19:  Ferguson, Cistercian Crossing Tower, p. 215.]  [20:  Ibid, p. 216.] 

Fountains abbey was an important structure for the Cistercians, especially for those in England and Wales. It would help spread Cistercians idea throughout Britain and would become extremely wealthy and large. The abbey would also go on to go against certain Cistercian ideals, such as having a crossing tower, despite the general chapter being against the idea in the early to mid-12th century.
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