Seminar 2: Cognitive Development

* Piaget

* \/ygotsky



Common criticisms of Piaget

* Piaget’s theory underestimates the competence of children

* Piaget’s theory establishes age norms disconfirmed by the data
* Piaget characterises development negatively

* Piaget’s theory is an extreme competence theory

* Piaget’s theory neglects the role of social factors in development



* Piaget’s theory predicts developmental synchronies not corroborated
by the data

* Piaget’s theory describes, but does not explain

* Piaget’s theory is paradoxical because it assesses thinking through
language

* Piaget’s theory ignores post-adolescence development

* Piaget’s theory appeals to inappropriate models of logic



