Reflection on my use of Welsh

Placement
When it came to my first placement, I felt somewhat prepared after the Welsh refresher lessons I received in university. Before placement began, I observed the level of welsh that was being used in the classroom. I was able to identify phrases such as “bora da/prynhawn da, da iawn and ga I fynd I ty bach?”. I ensured that these phrases were used in my own teaching practice. I felt a slight disadvantage whilst in my first placement block as I only saw one Welsh lesson being taught in the space of five weeks. This was due to the time being allocated for Christmas concert rehearsals. This would affect the potential progress in the pupils’ welsh language skills, and I felt it demonstrated the perceptions of welsh in schools. 
When it came to my own teaching practice, it was identified during my observation that my use of welsh was very limited during my lesson. It is important to ensure that welsh is demonstrated across the curriculum within the different areas of learning and experiences. I felt it hard to implement welsh into my welsh lesson other than praises and initial greetings to begin the lesson. So, I can develop the use of Welsh when teaching, I purchased a Welsh phrase book which held a number of key welsh phrases that can be useful in and around the classroom (see appendix 1). I will ensure that these phrases are used daily to develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding. 
When it came to the second block of my placement, I did not have the opportunity to teach a welsh lesson as these took place during my P.P.A time. Looking back, I could have spoken to my class mentor to arrange this time to be rearranged to give me that experience. This did not stop me when it came to my professional development based on previous feedback. I used welsh resources in my teaching which was also reflected in the enhanced areas (see appendix 2). 
I felt as though it was easier to use welsh in the Foundation Phase as there were a lot of opportunities to implement welsh during circle/snack time. Whilst carrying out observations in the early year classes, I found that pupils understanding of welsh phrases was developed through the repetition of a phrase and the English translation said alongside until there was full understanding. 
There was evidence of my professional development within my second observation. The feedback I had received stated that my use of welsh was sufficient for the tasks within the daily routines. I felt happy about this feedback as it was evidence that my teaching practice was improving and that I was able to adopt the schools’ values and policies and implement them into practice. 

Assessment
To assess my level of welsh, I was expected to carry out a micro teach with a handful of our peers (see appendix 3). Based on the lack of experience I had in carrying out Welsh lessons, I felt nervous about the assessment as I was unaware of what I could present. I spent some time communicating with my peers in this subject and was able to gain a lesson idea through this collaboration. I believed that my Welsh language skills were at an Entry Level. 
I decided to teach a lesson about the words for emotions in Welsh that would take place in a Reception class of 4- and 5-year olds. At the start of the lesson, I interacted with the ‘pupils’ by greeting them with ‘prynhawn da pawb, eisteddwch ar y carpet’ (good afternoon everyone, sit down on the carpet). The emotions will be presented to the pupils using a PowerPoint (see appendix 4) with the welsh phrases and emojis to help represent each emotion. These phrases were repeated in English so that they were able to understand and make connections within a different language. As stated previously, I found that pupils were able to understand Welsh phrases that were repeated daily. The pupils were introduced to the frequently used emotions that they feel in different experiences and situations. The ‘pupils’ were encouraged to tell me what emotion the face represents, before being introduced to the word in Welsh. I felt happy during the micro teach as the whole group were able to identify each emotion and could model the welsh word with the use of scaffolding from myself. 
At the end of the micro teach, I gave the group the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding and learning with the use of a game called ‘Splat’. They were presented with faces presenting the different emotions and were asked ‘ble mae’r wyneb…?’ (Where is the … face?) to find the correct emotion before their opponent. 
The aim of this lesson was to expand the pupils’ knowledge of the Welsh culture and how they can express themselves in the medium of Welsh around the classroom. These lessons within the early stages of education, help with the creation of ethical, informed citizens and healthy, confident individuals (Donaldson, 2015). Not only are the pupils embracing the culture that they live within, they also develop the skills of self-awareness when it comes to human emotions. 
Reflecting on the assessment, I found that I was so concentrated on welsh that I did not use much English. I am not fluent in welsh; therefore, I am unable to construct sentences that are understood by others. I felt it was not a true reflection of how I would teach welsh in a classroom environment. If I were to carry out the assessment again, I would ensure that I demonstrate how I would teach that lesson if I were in school. This would reflect my true knowledge of welsh and ensures that there is a level of understanding and learning for the pupils.
Based upon the range of experiences I have had whilst on my PGCE course, I have found areas of improvement in my teaching practice in the future. I will continue to use the welsh language handbook to use key phrases and to continue my own development when it comes to that language. However, I have received a job offer for a school in England. Therefore, my skills and knowledge of the Welsh language will not be used as much as if I was in a school located in Wales. I will continue to express my identity and culture in my teaching practice. This would aid in the creation of ethical, informed citizens as they are able to learn about different cultures and languages from the countries that they boarder.  




Appendices

Appendix 1 – Welsh phrase book
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Appendix 2 – Welsh in enhanced areas
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Appendix 3 – Assessment Lesson Plan
Cymraeg I Bawb		Student Number: 1802417

Lesson Plan Phase 1

Lesson Plan – Step 1 Cynllun Gwers – Cam 1

	Student-teacher
	Paige Cherrington
	Class:
	

	AoLE or Subject
	Cymraeg 
	Date:
	25/02/2020

	Lesson Focus:
	Emotions/feelings 


	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	I can apply my translanguaging skills to support my learning in familiar and new languages. Reminded to use Welsh phrases:  
· For praise (e.g. da iawn, bendigedig etc).  
· Asking for the toilet (ga I fynd I'r ty bach?) 
· Lesson openers (e.g. bora da/prynhawn da, sut mae tywydd heddiw?)


	Meaningful links to:
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identifed in weekly review)







	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:

be able to identify different emotions using the language of Welsh.  





	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	· I can link emotions to images and characteristics.  
· I can pronounce welsh phrases correctly.  
	· Identify different emotions through characteristics
· Pronounce phrases in welsh.





	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points,  differentiation strategies and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role –including differentiation, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	
Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)
	 Introduce the class to the topic of emotions. Show the pupils the image of an emotion to access their prior knowledge.
 
	Pupils are encouraged to look at the images and use their knowledge of characteristics in order to identify different emotions.

	

	

Teaching & Core Learning
	Go back through each emotion and introduce the welsh phrase. Continue to repeat the phrase to ensure that the whole class is correct in their pronounciation. 
	Pupils are prompted to repeat the welsh phrase using the method of ‘Your turn, my turn’. 





	PowerPoint presentation

	

Plenary
	Pupils play a game of ‘Splat’.
	Pupils come up to the board to see the images of each emotion that we have learnt. Using the welsh phrases, ask the pupils to find the image that portrays that emotion. Pupils encouraged to support their peers if their is some difficulty. 
	PowerPoint presentation




















Lesson Plan – Phase 1
Evaluation of the Learning Experience
(include references to QTS)

	Evaluation of Pupil Learning


	Evidence of Learning (including attitude to learning over time))
	Who – evaluate individuals on their understanding of the phrases using visual prompts.  
How – monitor pupils’ progress during the task. Ask pupils to tell me what they have found out.
What – Independant learning to learn the welsh phrase for their emotions in order to describe how they feel. Work in collaboration to complete the plenary task to establish the understanding and help their peers how have difficulty.  
Why – check that learning is taking place and pupils are on task. Ensure pupils are in struggle zone for effective challenge to devlop learning. 

	Next Steps for Progress

	 The pupils will be prompt to use these phrases around the classroom, school and within the community to aid in the creation of ethical, informed citizens. 





	Reflective Analysis of Teaching and Strategies For Development – including justification/rationale for pedagogical choices


	Evidence of my Effective Practice 


	The task went as planned and the pupils were able to link the emotions in welsh with the use of images. 

	Areas for my Development

Personal Targets for Progress

	I felt as though I had to speak in welsh for the whole lesson. I do not have the languages skills to speak fluently so I felt as if the pupils did not understand everything I was saying. The lesson did not reflect the true image of how I would teach a welsh lesson. 



 

Appendix 4 – Assessment PowerPoint 
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Supporting Evidence

Placement Lesson Plans 
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Welsh booklet from placement
[image: Displaying: Welsh Support]

PTE Block 1 Observation notes link:
https://v3.pebblepad.co.uk/spa/#/public/kwhG4Zjb48Gxys6c3Mddg9ZdzZ 

PTE Block 2 Observation notes:
https://v3.pebblepad.co.uk/spa/#/public/kwhG4Zjb48GxyhcMg8ynbG4p9Z 
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