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RESEARCH PROPOSAL ON CHILD NEGLECT IN RELATION TO HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE IN UK

Background/Introduction
Child neglect remains a critical challenge to health and social care professionals in UK, with recent research and national policy responses highlighting a concerning increase in neglect cases and the complex, enduring harm faced by vulnerable children. This research proposal outlines the scope, rationale, objectives, methodology and ethical framework of a study into child neglect within the UK health and social care, focusing on systemic responses, barriers and implications for policy and practice.
Recent reports show that neglect has become the leading reason for adult concerns reported to child protection helplines with socioeconomic factors such as poverty, domestic abuse, and parental mental health identified as compounding risk factors. Notably, one in four children in England now receive some form of social care intervention before age 18, indicating a much greater prevalence than previously understood.
[bookmark: _Hlk210562527]Rationale and Objectives:
The main aim of this research is to critically examine current health and social care responses to child neglect in the UK, assessing how policy and legislative frameworks shape professional practice and outcomes for affected children. According to Arksey and O’Malley, a methodological framework for scoping reviews can be especially relevant to research proposals in areas of child neglect in the UK. They argue that scoping reviews are valuable tools for mapping broad topics like child neglect – where information maybe diffused, emerging or fragmented, helping researchers to clarify key concepts. Their framework includes:
-Identifying the research question 
-Reviewing recent trends in neglect cases and the effectiveness of early intervention models within local authorities.
-Investigating multi-agency working arrangements and challenges in safeguarding children from neglect, including barriers to information sharing and assessment.
-Charting data, involving systematic extraction of key information
-Summarising and reporting

Methodology
This research will focus on secondary sources with mixed methods: 
-Quantitative analysis of contemporary neglect statistics from national datasets, enabling regional demographic comparison.
-Qualitative case study review of local authority safeguarding panels and multi-agency responses, referencing recent published case reviews from National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) and government reports.
-Interviews with key stakeholders in health and social care, and education to explore practitioner experiences and perceptions regarding systemic barriers and areas for improvement.
Databases: Comparing the implementation of statutory safeguarding frameworks across regions and evaluating best practice models.
Key search terms:
Ethics including safeguarding practice
Central to this research will be the Children’s Act 1989, the Children Act 2004 and the Children and Social Work Act 2017, which form the statutory backbone of UK safeguarding practice.
Additional attention is paid to the new Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill (2025), which strengthens multi-agency safeguarding, establishes registers for children not in school and introduces new protections for home-schooled children. Analysis will focus on how these legislative instruments and statutory guidance “Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023” shape front-line responses and influence outcomes for neglected children.
 By providing a detailed account of current responses, barriers and opportunities, this study aims to inform future policy reform and practice improvement within the UK’s health and social care sector.   
This is a controversial area so alongside attention to accurate reporting of findings there will also be a clear focus on appropriate language and accurate reporting of findings from identified papers.
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